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In the last Ladies’ Society held in Edgerton this past season, our pastor asked us the question: 

“Why does God give us the struggle with sin in this life? He could, when He regenerates and 

converts us, make us so perfect that we would never again sin even in this life. . .and we could 

then be such a much greater witness to His grace to the others around us, we would think. So 

why does God not regenerate us perfectly right away and why does He make us fight a lifelong 

battle which we hate, against sin?” 

In just the same way, we ask this question: “Why does God give to us, His children, the 

sorrows of conception? Once we are God’s children, wouldn’t we be a better testimony to His 

grace and power if we could face child-bearing only with light-hearted pleasure, never having 

any pain to complain of, never struggling with fatigue, never sorrowing because of sin in the 

lives of our children? Why does God still send us, His children by grace, these sorrows? Why 

doesn’t He only give us joy in conception?” 

Why do we need the sorrows of conception? Apart from them we could never learn the 

depths of joy which are to be found in God alone. Through our sorrows we learn to appreciate 

our children as gifts alone—nothing of ourselves, nothing for ourselves, purely gifts of God for 

God. 

Most things are clear if we keep returning to our basic starting point: our God of salvation. 

God is our joy. God alone is our real joy. Apart from Him all other “joys” are illusory, for the 

moment only, not real joys at all. 

Flip open your concordance and finger walk through the columns on “joy”. There are 

roughly 200 places in Scripture where some reference to the word joy is found. Now, what are 

the sources of joy found in Scripture? A study of the list makes clear that joy is always 

essentially in God Himself and in His works. The majority of the references to joy are to the 

Church of God, Mount Zion, the City of the Great King, Jerusalem. And in many of the 

references, godly joy is contrasted to sorrow; joy is most abundant in contrast to great sorrows. 

The more God’s people experience deprivation of God in genuine sorrow, the greater by contrast 

is their joy in experiencing His favor and blessedness. 

There is joy, real joy, in the conception of a covenant child. But the joy is not merely in the 

birth of a precious and tiny and “innocent” baby. No, the joy is in another work of God, His 

giving of life to children through whom He calls His Church. If this basic joy is not the heart of 

our joy, then our joy is illusory and will vanish as soon as our child begins to give us any kind of 

troubles. If we do not see God at work—often contrary to the ways we expect—then we have no 

true, Scriptural joy. 

If we really understand this doctrine of true, Scriptural joy which is found in God alone, then 

more truths follow. Not only is our joy in God rather than in conception as such, but we are 

grateful for the very sorrows that accompany conception. We thank God—and that from our 

hearts, sincerely—that He loves us enough to send us sorrows. . .because these very sorrows are 

a means of His to glorify Himself rather than us. 

This concluding article doesn't have space to get into this more deeply. But this must be the 

emphasis of the whole seven articles to follow on the joy of conception. Apart from our sorrows, 

we could not learn godly Joy. Apart from our sorrows, our delight and attention would focus on 

ourselves rather than on God. 

So many easily twisted truths need to be clear in this connection. It needs to be clear that the 



Fall into sin and its resultant suffering are necessary as means to a better joy in God than was 

possible before the Fall. It should be clear that sin itself is the focusing on ourselves rather than 

on God. It should be clear that when we focus on ourselves, we love and delight in our 

children for our own selves rather than for God, and that this is false joy. But God has ordained 

our highest joy—a joy wholly in Him and His wonder of grace, so that in no way can we look to 

ourselves but only to Him for all our needs. 

What a host of doctrines become involved! Even in the series to follow, we cannot get into 

all the doctrines involved. Nor is this writer qualified for that. Nor need we do that. But we must 

emphasize one point: we need our sorrows in order to learn to joy in God’s works alone. May He 

as our faithful Redeemer lead us more and more in the path of trusting Him fully whatever He 

sends, knowing that in Him alone is joy. 
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