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God’s people have many needs. God calls us to contribute our time and our money to meet 

those needs. God calls us to meet those needs because He has supplied us with many gifts and 

the opportunities to use those gifts to His glory and honor. God has given us so much in the way 

of gifts and opportunities so that we may also bear one another’s burdens and therefore fulfill the 

law of Christ. Our motive is God’s glory and therefore the desire to fulfill the law of Christ. 

James 2:8 tells us “if ye fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself, ye do well.” We are a people who work together to supply the needs that 

God purposely brings to us, so that we might give to others what He has so graciously given to 

us. 

I want to emphasize the need of various causes in God’s kingdom that need our prayers and 

money. Isn’t it alarming to you to know there is a Protestant Reformed organization needing 

several thousand dollars in order to pay its bills for 1983? Isn’t it alarming to you to know that 

some of our schools in the Grand Rapids area need unpaid tuition money in order to keep 

functioning properly and responsibly? Isn’t it a fact then that the burdens - the needs - of these 

causes of God’s kingdom are not being carried? In the first instance of need, an excuse of “I 

didn’t know” will suffice, but in the second instance of needs in our schools, that same excuse 

would not be truthful. Our schools should be able to raise enough money during the deficit drives 

to meet their needs. When there isn’t enough money, that also means, that our prayers have 

fallen short of the needs. 

You can understand that writing this is difficult because it also means that my coveted 

prayers and giving have fallen short of the need. It is difficult to write because there is an age 

group of young people that has also fallen short of those needs. I am talking about you who have 

graduated from high school, who have found a nice paying job, and who are either single or 

recently married or starting a large family. I hear from school board members and consistory 

members that you are not giving enough in the way of money to carry the burden - the needs - of 

our schools. Your age group falls short of what is expected of you. The conclusion we can draw 

from all this information is that we give and do that cheerfully but we do not give enough. We 

don’t give liberally - recklessly. For the whole of our educational life our parents taught us the 

importance of giving liberally and cheerfully to the cause of covenantal education by being 

sincerely concerned about our schools and showing that concern in the way of giving liberally 

and cheerfully to the educational cause. We too must be sincerely concerned. In addition, another 

conclusion can be drawn that says, if we are not giving enough and yet we still have plenty to 

give, then we give little because we want the rest for ourselves. We have a long list of reasons 

why we need the rest for ourselves, I am sure. I don’t want to hear that list of reasons. What I do 

know, is, that we are not carrying the burden of our schools the way we should, therefore our 

coveted prayers and giving are not fervent enough. 

Just this past November we stopped to give thanks to God for supplying us with a great 

abundance. Didn’t it strike you as being shameful that at the same time we thanked God for 

giving us so much, our schools were falling behind in tuition payments. Certainly, we must thank 

God for all that He gives to us, but He has given us enough so that our schools don’t need to run 

behind in tuition payments. When we are being faithful in our calling to supply the needs of our 

schools then we are giving liberally and bearing one another’s burdens. Galatians 6:2 

There are many ways to give and I would like to suggest a way of giving that does not 



originate with me. Now, we already have special funds to give to that take care of parents’ needs 

and teachers’ needs, but in addition to those special funds, I would like to suggest that our single 

or even recently married young people pay the tuition of a child in a large family who find it 

difficult to make tuition payments. There are those among us who do this but I do not know if 

they are young people. The point is that we give, not out of a desire for our own vain glory but 

out of a love for God. I will talk about this later. 

When Article 21 of the Church Manual states “the consistories shall see to it that there are 

good Christian Schools in which parents have their children instructed according to the demands 

of the Covenant”, then the whole church gladly supports our schools in giving not only on the 

Sabbath but all year long. The Covenant demands that all of us, single, recently married, young 

and old provide for the needs of our schools. As a part of the Covenant we are responsible for 

providing a Covenant Education for the seed of the Covenant. This is a blessed privilege which 

we willingly fulfill, knowing that our Father in heaven provides us with the means to support our 

schools. 

When you were instructed in the fear of the Lord, your parents believed sincerely ‘‘that our 

sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our daughters may be as comer stones, 

polished after the similitude of a palace.” Psalm 144:12. You were beautiful olive plants round 

about the table. That could only be possible through the way of God’s people, your parents, 

being faithful to His everlasting covenant. God is always faithful and He gives to us His love that 

we might be responsible young people within His covenant. The same responsibility our parents 

had in instructing us in the fear of the Lord is now our responsibility in regards to all the 

covenant seed. In that way, we show ourselves to be plants grown up in our youth, comer stones 

polished after the similitude of a palace, olive plants round about the table. Then too, we are 

lovers of the neighbor and those who give liberally and cheerfully to the cause of God’s 

kingdom. 

The fact that we are able to give freely is based upon the truth that God loves Himself. In the 

first place that means that God is a giving God. He gave us His love while we were yet sinners. 

He gave us His Son to die for us. He gave us His Spirit that we might know Him as our faithful 

covenant God. In the second place that means He gives without expecting any return. God did 

not first think “Is this going to benefit me?” When God gives, He gives freely. Our giving must 

also be without thought to ourselves. Finally, through our giving to the cause of God’s kingdom 

we express the love that God has put in our hearts and which returns as love to God. 

We can carry the burden but only when we are humbled in the dust before God. Then we see 

our own unworthiness of all that He has provided us. Then our hearts are filled with His love so 

that we love the neighbor and the causes of His kingdom. Then we see that our giving freely and 

cheerfully is possible through the wonder in that Christ first loved us while we were yet sinners. 
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