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One can be aware of the fact that one lacks certain possessions that are generally considered 

valuable, and yet be glad, because of this poverty. Think of the women in Bethlehem, when the 

sword of Herod swept through the land to kill all the babies of two years and under, in order to 

kill the Christ-Child. Although there were childless wives who longed intensely to be blessed 

with a son or daughter, they were glad that at the moment they had no child, and did not need to 

suffer the grief of neighbors whose children died in such a brutal and tragic way. Or one may 

have no interest in that which means so much to others, and not feel poor at all for not having it. 

Take pets for example, a cat or a dog, which mean so much to some while others are glad they do 

not have such around the house. It is a relief even to them that they are poor in such possessions. 

So it is today that there are those who know that they have no faith in Christ, no desire to 

please God, no interest in the things of God’s kingdom. And they are happy that they do not have 

the “grief” of living such a narrow, strict life that denies the flesh so many pleasures that it 

craves. Such are not citizens of the kingdom of heaven, and are glad that they are not. They are 

spiritually poor but not poor in spirit. Such will not mourn over sin but rather find joy in it. These 

are not meek before God and live in no meekness before men. By all means they do not hunger 

and thirst after righteousness, and are not those of whom Jesus speaks in the fourth Beatitude. 

You see, in the Beatitudes Jesus does not give us the descriptions of seven different kinds of 

people who become citizens in the kingdom of heaven. He is not speaking of naturalized citizens 

who come from seven other kingdoms. Here in the United States we have people who came from 

England, France and Germany, from the Netherlands, Poland and China, to mention only a few 

of the nations from which the present citizens in their generations came. But in the kingdom of 

heaven it is not so that some were poor in spirit, some mourned, some were meek and others 

hungered and thirsted after righteousness. No, young people, every citizen in that kingdom of 

God has all seven of the characteristics mentioned in the seven Beatitudes. Those who hunger 

and thirst after righteousness also are poor in spirit, mourn and are meek. 

Now those who hunger and thirst after righteousness do so because they are poor in spirit. It 

is not simply that they are deeply aware of the fact that they have no righteousness of their own, 

no works that God calls good, and a whole life of unrighteous deeds behind them. But they also 

have a burning desire to be righteous before God. That awareness of not being righteous because 

of the guilt imputed to the whole human race in Adam, and for deeds of evil performed 

personally, is essential. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. But we 

can never stop there and take this all by itself. After all the devil is aware of the fact that he does 

nothing to please God. Not only is he not a citizen in the kingdom of heavenly virtues, but he 

does not want to be either. The proof that one is not simply spiritually poor but poor in spirit, the 

evidence that one mourns over sin and in meekness bows before the living God is that one 

hungers and thirsts after righteousness. 

In that kingdom, wherein all revolves around God and His glory, all the citizens love God 

and want to be righteous. They do not want to do anything that is not right in His sight. And 

exactly because they are poor in spirit and so painfully aware of the fact that they never perform 

any good works in their own strength, they long for the righteousness of Christ to be imputed to 

them. They are so very eager to know that in Him they are righteous before God. And, what is 

more, they want to be able to walk in righteousness and to please God with all their heart, soul, 

mind and strength. 



Now righteousness is rightness. It means being on the right side of God’s law. It means being 

right in God’s sight. I want to emphasize that a moment. You, young people certainly do have 

peer pressure. You want to be accepted by other young people. In fact, we all want to be sure that 

our clothes are right for the occasion. If we play the piano or organ we want to be sure that our 

fingers strike the right keys at the right time. We are careful to drive on the right side of the road. 

We want to be sure that the proper side of our dress or skirt is outside and not inside touching the 

body. In so many ways we want to be right. But all this has to do with what is right or wrong 

materially and as far as man’s standards are concerned. What counts, what is important is that we 

do what is right in God’s sight. The question is whether our conduct, our thinking, our willing 

conforms with that of Christ, Who in I John 2:1 is called “The Righteous.” 

To hunger and thirst after righteousness means to desire it intensely. It means to desire it as a 

necessity of life. For the things not actually essential for our life we soon lose the desire; and we 

change our likes and dislikes. One thing we cannot change, and this is our desire for food and 

drink. This can diminish when we are ill, but it does not leave us until we die. Hunger and thirst 

never leave the living. This desire cannot be transferred to other objects. And though in later life 

one will lose some of one’s appetite for food and drink, the same is true of all earthly things. And 

the body still continues to need that food and drink. 

You can no more persuade the citizen of the kingdom of heaven to cease hungering and 

thirsting after righteousness than you can expect the athlete, who has just run a strenuous race 

that took place in hot weather and lasted for a good length of time, to turn away from a cool 

drink of water. You can no more expect a lion, that is ravenously hungry, to ignore the careless 

deer that came within range of the lion’s leap, than you can expect one whose life comes out of 

heaven to have no hunger and thirst for the righteousness of that kingdom. 

Hunger and thirst are powers that drive a man from within his being. And they are powers 

that tell man that he needs food and drink for his wellbeing and life. So the child of God is driven 

by an inner power, by the built-in force of the new life, to want to be righteous before God. That 

force, that power that drives the citizen of the kingdom of heaven to want righteousness is the 

love of God, which God implants in this citizen the moment he is born again with life out of that 

kingdom. Thus, those who hunger and thirst after righteousness are those who love God. 

Such are blessed now, as Jesus said, He did not say that they would be blessed, but that they 

are. Indeed, they will enter into all the blessedness of God’s kingdom. Did He not say that the 

poor in spirit are blessed because theirs is the kingdom of heaven? But they are blessed now in 

that they have this precious gift of that new life and of the love of God shed abroad in their 

hearts. They have treasures the world will never know, treasures that abide forever, and which 

moth and rust cannot corrupt, and thieves cannot break through to steal. 

The important question for us is whether we do hunger and thirst after righteousness. It is not 

a question of whether we want to be in that kingdom of glory. It is a question of whether we 

want to be in that kingdom of righteousness. All men want to be in a kingdom where there are no 

aches and pains. They all want to sin and yet escape the punishment of sin. Actually, you and I as 

well, as far as our flesh is concerned, would call a kingdom of heaven that realm where we can 

sin and never know the wages of sin. The kingdom of heaven for us would not be the kingdom of 

God but of man. And we had better examine ourselves carefully as to whether we want to be in a 

kingdom that is one glorious realm of righteousness. And whether we want to go to heaven in 

order to escape all unrighteousness and be able to serve God with every breath of life, every 

heartbeat, every thought, desire and deed. 

This new gospel, that is all around us and is no gospel, speaks of a wonderful plan that God 



has for everybody, and of a Christ Whose chief concern is to get us out of pain and suffering, and 

sings of the street of gold in the new Jerusalem, and all the fleshly joys that are there. We must 

emphasize, as Jesus does here, that the gospel is that Christ makes us righteous, able and willing 

to walk in a way that is right in God’s sight, and that salvation is delivering us from the power 

and love of sin. 

Many claim that they hunger and thirst after righteousness but mean thereby that they hunger 

and thirst after fleshly happiness. But hungering and thirsting after righteousness manifest 

themselves in a walk that shows a desire to walk in God’s sight. That means that you, young 

people when looking for a life’s partner are going to look for one who will help you walk in 

righteousness and train your children in it. A pretty face, a pleasing personality, athletic prowess 

or a dynamic character are not what attract and move to want one as life’s partner. Hungering 

and thirsting after righteousness will make righteousness the all-controlling factor in the choice. 

Sports and amusement will not be that which takes your time away from catechism 

preparation and society attendance and preparation. Learn a lesson from the hungry cat or dog. 

Does anything distract from the dish of meat set out and within reach? If we hunger for right-

eousness and thirst for it, it will show in what we seek, where we go, what we say as well as 

what we will not seek—by means of the TV knob—where we will not go, and will not say. What 

do men, who see you at school, at work, on week days as well as on Sunday, judge to be the 

thing which an inner hunger and thirst drives you to seek? 

If it is righteousness—and it must be—then rest assured that you will be filled. You will not 

get little bites of it now and then. You will be filled in the day of Christ so that YOU CANNOT 

DO ANYTHING BUT WHAT IS RIGHT IN GOD’S EYES. He will fill you with it. Do you 

want that? 
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