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Truth is an essential attribute of God. It is an aspect or facet of the divine nature. God is the 

God of truth. Deut. 32:4. The name “God of truth’’ expresses ownership or the possession of a 

possessor, as in “Lord of heaven and earth’’ (Matt. 11:25). See also Gen. 14:19, 22. God 

possesses all truth. It expresses source: God is the sole source of truth, as He is the source of life 

(Ps. 36:9). It expresses the quality or attributes belonging to the subject. God is characterized by 

truth, as He is by love and justice. ( “the God of love,’’ II Cor. 13:11 and “God of justice,’’ Isa. 

30:18). It expresses content, as in “well of water’’ (Gen. 21:19) and “cup of salvation.’’ In God 

there is an infinite overflowing fullness of truth. By its two nouns following each other it also 

expresses identical meaning, the latter noun explaining the former, so that “God of truth’’ means 

the God who is truth so when God is said to be “true and faithful,’’ these two words thus joined 

together, the latter word explaining the former, reveal that the true God is the faithful God. “God 

of truth’’ in Deut. 32:4 could be translated, “God is truth and without iniquity; just and right is 

He!” The Son himself claims I am the truth (Jn. 14:6); so the Spirit is called the truth (I Jn. 5:6, 

Gk.). 

Noah Webster in the first edition (1828) of his dictionary defines truth: “Conformity to fact 

or reality; exact accordance with that which is, or has been, or shall be. We rely on the truth of 

the scriptural prophecies. 

“My mouth shall speak truth.” Prov. 8:7 

“Sanctify them through Thy truth; Thy word is truth.” Jn. 17: 17 

“Veracity:  purity from falsehood; practice of speaking truth; habitual disposition to speak 

truth; as when we say, a man is a man of truth.”  Webster dictionary 1828 

The truth of God is His veracity and faithfulness, Psalm.71, or His revealed will. 

“I have walked in Thy truth.” Ps. 26: 3 

“Jesus Christ is called the truth. John 14: 6 

“It (truth) is sometimes used by way of concession. 

She said, Truth, Lord; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs…Matt. 15. That is, It is a truth; what You 

have said, I admit to be true. 

“To do truth is to practice what God commands. John 3:21.” (One may profit by occasionally 

dipping into 1828 Webster!) 

This attribute of God expresses, then, the reality of His being. In comparison to God’s being, 

the creature has a shadow of being. Man is only a creaturely reflection of God. “Surely every 

man walketh in a vain show,” or in an image (Ps 39:6, Heb.). An image is a representation of the 

reality. Man’s existence, then, is derivative; God’s is original, essential. That is why His name is 

Jehovah, the I Am That I Am. This name expresses the truth, eternity and unchangeableness of 

His essence. Therefore, God is eternal truth, so that the truth is never out of date. Truth is 

eternally immutable, so that it could never be that yesterday it might not have been true, and 

tomorrow it may not be true. His truth is forever to all generations. Ps. 100:5 

This attribute also expresses His deity. Scripture often calls Him, “the true and living God,” 

contrasting Him to false gods, to idols. I Thes. 1:9- The Father is the only true God. Jn. 17:3. The 

Son is the true God and the eternal life. I Jn. 5:20. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth and is 

truth. Jn. 16:3; I Jn. 5:6. This attribute embraces all God’s other attributes, so that whatever His 



essential attributes are (Belgic Confession, Art. 1), that is what God truly is. 

In the New Testament the word truth (aletheia) occurs 110 times. It is translated verity once 

(I Tim. 2:7, KJV), and truly once (Lk. 20:21). In the latter place it is, “upon (grounds of) truth 

Thou teachest the way of God.” In the other place it is, literally, “Truth I speak.” It is coupled as 

follows: “grace and truth” (Jn. 1:17), “truth and soberness” (acts 26:25), “sincerity and truth” (I 

Cor. 5:8), “truth and love” (II Jn. 3). 

The truth is plain, but where it is not plain to men’s minds, they are apt to swerve from it. I 

Tim. 1:6. Man's nature is prone to error, so that when the truth is hard to discover and 

distinguish, we are liable to be satisfied with our own prejudices and unbiblical presuppositions. 

If we can find any justification for these biases, likely we will look no farther and think we are 

safe enough. The truth is by nature plain, is presented plainly in scripture, is seen and grasped as 

such by those who are of a mind to know all the truth; while it is dark and difficult to others who 

are of a mind to be offended by it. Many are offended if the truth is not found on Easy Street. 

They will not have it if it will not fit in with their first superficial thoughts. Their closest 

connection with the truth is in pretence to honor it, which implies recognition of the truth along 

with the refusal of it. 

The truth is identified with and limited to the revelation of God in His holy scriptures. The 

truth, then, is scripture truth. The scripture, or the truth, is self-attesting. It does not need the 

witness nor imprimatur (license, authority) of men, nature, science or philosophy.  Of necessity, 

truth bears its own stamp of approval. The scripture would not be self-attesting if, to complete 

the whole system of truth, additional sources of information must be taken into account. How do 

we know that the scripture or truth is self-complete and self-attesting? By the testimony of the 

Holy Spirit in that scripture and by His testimony in our hearts. The testimony of the Spirit 

comes to our consciousness in such words as found in Isa. 8:20! 

Then all this being true, dare we to utilize any line of thought or reasoning apart from the 

revelation of God? May we presuppose any standard of truth or knowledge independent of the 

revelation of God in the Bible? Is there any aspect of life that may be deemed independent of the 

regulations of Holy Writ? May we test out the truth of scripture by some extra-biblical rule? The 

answer to each of these questions is a resounding NO! When we witness to the unbeliever, who 

is naturally hostile to the truth, (especially as it is inseparable from scripture), we must 

graciously point out to him that the Holy Spirit must convict him, as He had to convict us, of the 

sin of rejecting the Bible as the Word of God. If this work of the Spirit does not take place, then 

the miracles, prophecies, promises and claims of scripture will be misunderstood and 

misinterpreted by a wrong, a mere human frame of reference. The Bible, the truth, just won’t fit 

within that frame. 

The truth is dead against the Devil who is the father of lies. The lie is his tool, his sphere of 

operation. But he knows that we know that a known, bare lie cannot secure our acceptance. A 

stark naked lie is repulsive. We cannot feel the same way we do toward a bare-faced lie that we 

do to the truth. The lie, then, must be distinguished to seem to be the truth. But lies have no 

influence on us unless we can be deluded to conclude they are the truth. This is exactly Satan’s 

business. He deludes men by getting them to swallow lies, to follow deceits under the conviction 

that they have accepted and follow the truth. This was definitely so in the fatal case of the 

devotee dupes of the “death-wish” Jonestown cult. 

But daily we are bombarded with the lies of the advertising world and the falsehoods and 

half-truths of the news media. Commercial products are advertised via the manufacture of lies, 

the printing of lies, the speaking, recording and re-run of lies, and, finally, the believing of lies. 



The modern way of life tempts us to act lies, live them, to eat, drink and wear them. About half, 

or more, of everything we see, hear, touch or taste is counterfeit, fraud, imitation, artificial, 

synthetic, ersatz, bogus, sham, fishy or fabulously concocted “phony baloney.” Try to move or 

turn your eyes without meeting with the false, the fake, and the adulterated. It renders ridiculous 

the old saw, “I have nothing to do with the church because it is full of hypocrites.” What then? Is 

the solution to go out of the world? For everywhere, in business, politics, social life, the 

professions, industry and labor, there is the fog-bank of quackery, swindle, humbug and hocus-

pocus. Science has become captivated by and enamored with parapsychology (Satanism). 

Education is streaked and besmirched with lechery. The false church has truncated and mutilated 

the creeds.  It has covered with a sophisticated respectability the current atheisms and heresies. It 

has enticed men to assume ministerial functions without ministerial callings and duped women to 

usurp ministerial authority. If defends all this as being a means to overcoming “the disunity of 

denominationalism.’’ So modern religion claims to make better saints without any church at all. 

Modern “evangelism” debases the pulpit into an entertainment stage for all kinds of theatrical 

sensationalisms devoid of reverence and especially devoid of sense. 

This is enough to lead many to despair. But do we? Certainly not! For we believe, as 

Augustine put it, Truth cannot perish. For if the whole world should perish, even if truth itself 

should, it would still be true that both the world and truth have perished. But since there is 

nothing true without truth, then in no way does truth perish. Truth connects directly to the God of 

truth. Error is separation from Him and connection with the father of lies. Yet even where there 

is severance from God in holding to lies and error, there still cannot be severance from any 

relation to God whatever. Man though he become irretrievably lost in soul-destroying error can 

never be independent of God. For then eternally the wrath of God abideth on him. 

Therefore, I love the truth, not because in the darkness of the lie, I chose it, much less 

because in some mythical neutral area I turned my back on falsehood and stepped over into truth; 

but I love it because God prepared His truth to preserve me, and sent it forth into my heart (Ps. 

57:3; 61:7), so that I then received the love of the truth (II Thes. 2:10), which I could not do 

unless it were given me from heaven (Jn. 3:27). 

Well then, covenant young people! Buy the truth and sell it not (Prov. 22:23)! Then you will 

stand to fight under the Reformation banner:  Veritas Vinci, Truth Conquers. 
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