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Because this editorial is a continuation of David Harbach’s Editorial in the June/July, 1982 

issue of Beacon Lights, it might be helpful to read that article once again. 

 

We will now take a close look at the quotes mentioned in the last input of “Offenses.” Then 

we will look at the meaning of Matthew 18:6, emphasizing the great love Christ has for His 

people. 

The emphasis in Lord’s Day 12, question and answer 32, is found in that we are members of 

Christ Jesus by faith and a partaker of His anointing. Christ Jesus is our Chief Prophet and 

Teacher. He shows to us the secret council and will of God. Christ Jesus is our only High Priest, 

who gave His body as a sacrifice for our sins, who has redeemed us, and who now intercedes for 

us with the Father. Christ Jesus is our King who governs us and preserves us. We are His 

subjects, members of the city of God, and citizens of heaven with Christ as our King. Still more, 

we are members of Christ by faith, that is members of the body of Christ. As members of the 

body of Christ, it is our privilege while on this earth to suffer on the behalf of Christ. Children, as 

well as adults, are members of the body of Christ and are just as important in that body, for 

believing children also partake of Christ’s anointing and must confess His Name which is above 

every name, be His willing servants, fight against sin and Satan in this life. Yes, children are just 

as important as members of Christ’s body because they belong to Jesus. 

The emphasis in Lord’s Day 27, question and answer 74, is on the fact that infants are 

included in God’s covenant and church because the promises of God are to them also. They are 

promised redemption and the Holy Ghost as members of the body of Christ. The promise is the 

assurance of being washed by His blood and His Spirit from all our sins, renewed by the Holy 

Ghost, sanctified to be members of Christ, so that we hate sin and strive to live holy and 

unblameable lives. Children must be shown and taught these truths. Even though God’s children 

only have a small principal of the new obedience of Christ in their hearts, they still must be 

taught and shown these truths. We must remember they too belong to Jesus. 

The emphasis from the quote in the Triple Knowledge and other quotes is on raising our  

children in the way of obedience, realizing that we and our children are very imperfect and 

sinful, but also realizing that we are sanctified in Christ. We teach them for Christ’s sake because 

they belong to Him. They must be taught how to honor father and mother for Christ’s sake. They 

must be taught to fear God. They must be admonished by God through His word, so that they 

may be prepared to serve God, to whom they belong. They must be taught and shown these 

things by us, not only because we are commanded by God to do so, but also because God’s 

children belong to Christ. 

The above paragraphs do not support “presumptive regeneration.’’ We do not believe that all 

of our children born in the line of continued generations are the children of God, nor do we 

assume that fact. We do believe, that God does choose His children in the line of continued 

generations, but the choosing is His, not ours, nor may we assume that all of our children belong 

to Christ. God commands us to teach our children the fear of the Lord. 

The recurring thought in Matthew 18:6 is that those children belong to Christ. They belong to 

Him because God has given them to Christ and He will shortly die for them on the cross. They 

are His, not ours. We too today, as adults and children are redeemed by Christ, belong to Jesus. 



We are not our own, but we are His. He owns us. He has bought us with His shed blood. We are 

here to serve Christ our King, to obey Him, to do His will. Then this is our importance, that we 

belong to Jesus. We show that we belong to Jesus by believing on Him and living lives that are 

only for the purpose of showing God gratitude for all His blessings. 

The simple yet powerful fact that little children of God belong to Christ Jesus is more than 

enough reason to be careful that we do not offend them. What happens if I do offend one of the 

little ones that believe in Christ? It were better for me that a millstone be hung around my neck 

and that I be drowned in the depth of the sea. In the first place, that is better for me so that I will 

not offend those little ones again and secondly, it is better for me because of the judgment of 

God that I will receive eternally. Woe to that man by whom the offence cometh! My daily 

relationship with God’s children must be a careful relationship in which I show and teach them 

the fear of the Lord. 

The wonder of God’s grace is that we all are not drowned in the depths of the sea with a 

millstone around our neck. There is not one of us who has not offended a little one who believes 

in Christ. We all are guilty together as covenant parents and believers. We are all guilty of this 

horrible sin when we fail to raise God’s covenant children in the way of the Lord. When we raise 

our children in the way of the world, then we offend them because we offend Christ. When we 

show them by the way that we live that the things of this world are more important than the 

things above, we offend them. Even when the church allows just one person or parent to raise a 

covenant child of God in the ways of the world, we all offend that child and therefore we all 

offend Christ and we all are guilty. Blessed is the Grace of God that saves us from all our sins. 

Therefore, let us strive together, as those chosen by God, to bring up His children in the fear of 

His name. 
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