
How to be Humble 
Rev. W. Bekkering 

 

 
We live in a day of easy “how to’s”: how to do this and how to do that. But we often find that 

the things that are presented as easy either are not, or that they are not worth doing. 

Nothing good comes easy. Satan’s lie is always — the easy way or short cuts. To Eve, Satan 

offers a short cut to “godliness” (Ye shall be as gods) by way of disobedience. To Jesus, Satan 

offers an easy way to glory by leaving the path that God had charted. Satan’s lie to you is that the 

short cut to adulthood or maturity is by acting big. 

For advice on HOW TO BE HUMBLE do not ask Satan because the word “humble” is not in 

his vocabulary. 

God teaches us what humble is; but if you think it is easy, stop here. 

Being humble is basically being like Jesus. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 

Jesus, who made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and 

humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. (Philippians 2:5-

8).  The key word in connection with humility is selflessness. In lowliness of mind, let each 

esteem the other better than themselves. (Philippians 2:3b) 

Jesus showed us in word and deed that to be a Christian means to be “others oriented”. It 

means to be thoughtful, considerate and sensitive to the needs and feelings of others, such as our 

parents and teachers, our classmates and younger children. 

Jesus showed that He had not come to do His own will, but the will of His Father that sent 

Him. And the will of Jesus’ Father was that He gave Himself for His people. 

Jesus showed how lowly He was when He washed His disciples’ feet. Afterward, Jesus 

explained that He had given them an example that they should do to each others as He had done 

to them. (John 13) 

Jesus’ greatest display of humility was His going to the cross. He gave everything, He gave 

His life, and through it God received all the glory.  So God requires of us that we walk humbly 

With Him that others may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven. 

To follow Jesus’ example is not easy because we are all so “self-oriented” by nature. We 

want to make ourselves look good, not others. We always have the inclination to exalt ourselves. 

We want to run with the “in crowd” so we try to exalt ourselves to their level. We sometimes try 

to exalt ourselves with boastful talk and even lies. Sometimes we try to make ourselves sound 

big by using coarse language and curses. These attempts to appear mature run directly counter to 

the Word of God. God calls us to manifest maturity through obedience, not boasting. 

In Romans 12:3 God teaches us that we must not think of ourselves more highly than we 

ought.  Matthew 23:12 tells us that whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased, and he that 

shall humble himself shall be exalted. The reason for this is that God resisteth the proud, but 

giveth grace unto the humble. (James 4:6 and I Peter 5:3) Yes, God resists all pride and self-

exaltation. He wants His children to walk after Him in obedience and not to run ahead in pride. 

Think about that young people, whenever you are trying to exalt yourself — God is resisting 

you. This is the reason why many young people have problems and do not have peace with God. 

They are walking in disobedience to God’s Word and God is resisting them. 

To walk humbly with God is very difficult. It means that we have to give up self. Are you 

mature enough to take this struggle upon you? 



This means, first of all, to know about our God with whom we walk humbly and what He 

requires. His word is the only source of true knowledge. Secondly, this means that we know 

ourselves. Young people, you should try to analyze yourselves before God as honestly and 

objectively as you can. Very often young people analyze themselves too optimistically. They do 

not want to recognize any limitations of what they may be or do. Satan suggests that the whole 

world lies before them and that it is theirs for the taking. 

Young people have to learn to confess with the apostle Paul that no good thing dwells in us, 

that is, in our flesh. If any good is going to come from us or to us, it is from God alone. That 

teaches us to walk humbly with God. 

What are you going to be? Who are you going to marry? Where are you going to live? Seek 

the Lord’s will in these things through prayer. 

To be humble means to walk with God, to talk with Him and to be obedient to Him. This 

God blesses! Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:3) 

Whoever wants to be great in his own way shall not prosper spiritually, but whoever humbles 

himself as a little child, the same is great in the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 18:2) 
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