
Freeborn Sons of Sarah 
Rev. R. Harbach 

 
 

An Exposition of Galatians, Rev. Geo. C. Lubbers, River Bend Publications, Grand Rapids, 

Mich., 1982,  

This valuable commentary is written for the young people of the church, its ministers, 

seminarians, for adult members of Bible classes and, indeed, for “any who love to learn the truth 

in Jesus.’’ The reviewer also especially recommends it to those who have come out of 

Dispensationalism to get away from the theosophical complexities of Scofieldism, and want to 

get more into the sunshine, blue sky and fresh air of pure, simple Bible exposition. 

The book is in six chapters, following the chapter structure of the epistle. The scripture text 

used is, of course, the familiar KJV, an absolute must for any serious Bible study. Exposition and 

real Bible study are impossible with all kinds of modern translations in the hands of those in any 

study group. However, this commentary contains no mere exegesis of the KJV. It is a clear and 

able exegesis of the inspired New Testament Greek text of Galatians. One of the headings in 

chapter 4 describes the kind of commentary this is. It reads, “The Voice of Scripture 

Expounded.” True exegesis lets the scripture speak. Also the work is such that the minister and 

the seminarian using the commentary as a work-book will do his own exegesis as he studies the 

epistle. Those who love Dutch and German words will find food for thought. The ordinary reader 

may profit by looking up the Greek words in his Strong’s concordance. For example, kataran, 

curse (Gal. 3:10-12), is found dealt with on p. 75 of the book and on p. 40 in the Greek 

dictionary section of Strong’s concordance, word # 2671-72. 

Is this, perhaps, a devotional commentary? Indeed, it is, in the best sense of the word, for it is 

written in a warm devout spirit of love and godliness which characterizes the man who wrote it. 

Still the book is more “a simple exposition of the standard of the Christian’s faith and life in the 

world, ‘that the truth of the gospel continue with you’ ” (2:5). 

The theme of the book is “the redemptive freedom of the children of God.’’ In this 

connection, one of its best features is (in keeping with the epistle itself) the continual exaltation 

of pure, free sovereign grace. So you will find that the book presents: 1. The Apostle of Grace 

(chaps. 1-2), 2. The Message of Grace (3-4) and 3. The Walk of Grace (5-6). 

Competently presented in the book is the issue at stake in the Galatian churches, namely, 

Christianity versus Judaism. More than an “either/or” situation in those churches, there was 

simply no other choice along side of or over against Christianity. That stands antithetical to 

Judaism. Neither one of these can be blended with anything else! So we may not speak of a 

Judaeo-Christian position. We are thankful, then, that at last we have a strong apologetic against 

the still prevalent heresy of Judaism. The author writes, “the church is not Jewish” (p. 82), and, 

“a lapse into Judaism can be regarded as relapse to unconverted Heathenism” (p. 129)! Other 

errors opposed in the interest of Bible truth are: Arminianism (“Protestant” Romanism), 

Antinomianism, Neonomism, and Dispensationalism (“Protestant” Judaism), which is to be 

distinguished from the historical “pre” view, Postmillennialism, feminism (cp. E.R.A. 

&N.O.W.), humanism, general grace with “conditional theology.” More positively, the book 

stands on the solid foundation of double predestination, the particular promise, the unilateral 

covenant and the infallible, inerrant scripture. 

Use this excellent book as a guide of Galatians and learn the identity of the true Israel, of 



those whose are the promises, and what the biblical view of the law is. Learn to beware of a 

revived Judaism in some of the churches today. This teaches the strange view that Jewish priority 

and privilege are the main line of scripture, while the Church is only a short “sheep-shank” 

knotted in that line. Toward the end of the line (of history, which is really Church history), it will 

take Jewish ingenuity to bring to realization God’s purpose of redemption. So the current 

mission-to-the-Jews magazines. So the Jewishness of Dispensationalism which appears with 

“another gospel” called the “gospel of the kingdom” destined to displace in a future day the 

gospel of grace! The book has a word for those who preach “another gospel”, or predict that 

there will be another: “Let him be accursed, though he be an angel from heaven” (Gal. 1:8). 

There is not much more we can say in the way of a review as of necessity such must be brief. 

So there is not much more that we ought to say, except that you will really enjoy studying this 

section of the New Testament with the aid of this book. It is safe to promise you that. To use a 

book review cliché, highly recommended! So then you’d like to borrow my copy? Sorry. I’m 

keeping mine close to hand. “But go ye rather to them that sell and buy for yourselves”! 
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