
Seeking to be Pleasing to the Lord 
Rev. G. Lubbers 

 

 

 “Wherefore we also make it our aim, whether at home or absent to be well-pleasing to him.” 

II Corinthians 5:9 

 

Paul was a great and faithful servant of Christ in the ministry of reconciliation. This ministry 

is so grand and exalted, that, no matter what the price is, he never faints in it and acts in a way 

unbecoming to his upward calling. He has only one desire in this life. For him to live is Christ 

and to die is gain. He cannot lose. What a giant in the faith was he. His conversion and salvation 

and calling, which is without repentance, is such that it is a pattern for all who will come to the 

faith. (Phil. 1:20-24; I Tim. 1:15,16) In Paul we see a great example of the grace of God, 

whereby all of life is a fulfilling of our “office and calling’’ here on earth, which is for Paul as 

faithful as the conduct of the angels in heaven, the elect angels who never left their habitation 

and grand estate as angels. 

Paul had a great aim in life. He would be well-pleasing to his Lord who purchased him with 

His own blood, and separated him to the ministry of the Gospel. (Rom. 1:1; Gal. 1:15) This great 

apostle to the Gentiles, who shall stand before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel, 

and who has learned how many things he must suffer for Christ’s sake, has one goal in life. In 

the arena of this world, and in this mortal body, where he will be accounted the off-scouring of 

this world, Paul will run the race; he will seek to be well-pleasing to his Lord. Yes, in this race 

he bears about the dying of the Lord Jesus in his body. (II Cor. 4:10) Thus Christ will be 

manifested in his mortal flesh. What a gladiator for Christ in the arena of life where he must fight 

against the human beasts in Ephesus and elsewhere. 

But have no fear. Paul has his ups-and-downs alright. The treasure of the gospel is contained 

in the earthen vessel of his life that the excellency of the power of salvation may be of God, and 

not of Paul at all. God’s power is made perfect in Paul’s weakness. His grace is sufficient. That 

Paul has learned. And he has learned to be content in whatsoever state he is. He can do all things 

through Christ Jesus. Paul writes here of his strong and hearty resolution to make it his life’s aim 

to be well-pleasing to the Lord in his Gospel ministry. Evil and unreasonable men may think him 

beside himself, a mental freak, but Paul is beside himself in the Lord. (II Cor. 5:13) 

The term he used in the Greek, which is translated in the American Version by “we make it 

our aim”, is very difficult to render in English. The KJV translates “we labor”. Now the term 

“labor’’ suggests great and arduous tasks requiring much strength of faith and prayer. The former 

translation attempts to give back the sense of the verb in the Greek which means: a great love for 

honor in excelling in the performance of duty. Amongst the Greeks the term meant the mere 

honor of men and of country. God was not in their thoughts. Here it is a striving for the honor 

which will follow, first of all, in the glory of the work performed, and then, too, the honor of 

hearing one day: thou wert faithful in little, I will place you over much. Enter into the joy of thy 

Lord. (Matt. 25:21) 

Now Paul has real purpose in life, He knows that when the earthly house of this tabernacle is 

dissolved, he will have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

And this will be a pure gift of grace, and yet, at the same time, it will be a reward of faithful 

service, of having been a man, in whom what is lacking of the sufferings of Christ, this suffering 

is filled up in his body. (Col. 1:24) This he does for the sake of the church, the body of Christ. 



He always lives with his face toward, in relationship to the Lord. In his being absent from the 

heavenly glory he is still with the Lord in faith; he walks not by sight but by faith. (II Cor. 5:7) 

And when he leaves this body he will be at home with the Lord. And, therefore, he makes it his 

aim; he is making it a matter of honor to please God. And he has a passion for preaching the 

gospel, to be made manifest in the consciences of men as one who is a minister of Christ, his 

Lord. This is made manifest in the consciences of the Corinthian saints.  He opens his heart to 

them; his heart is enlarged to them. He pours out all his soul to them. Such is his great apology of 

the Gospel which he preaches. 

Paul sees the day of Christ’s judgment in the offing! It will truly be a great day for all the 

faithful children of God. It will not be the great and dreadful Day of the Lord for them, which 

needs fill their hearts with cold fear. For when they see Jesus coming with clouds they will see 

him who showed his hands and his side to the church on Resurrection Day evening and said: 

peace be unto you. (John 20:19, 20) Even as then we shall be glad to see the Lord. Does not the 

entire church, the Spirit and the Bride pray fervently: “Come, Lord Jesus, yea, come quickly!’’ 

And when we see the great events in history transpire, do we not heed Jesus’ words: “Lift up 

your heads, for your redemption is nigh?’’ 

But Paul will impress on the consciences of these Corinthians that they must walk in the fear 

of the Lord as the beginning of wisdom, and work out their salvation with fear and trembling. 

And so he says we all must appear before the judgment seat of Christ! Yes, then we shall receive 

the things done in the body, whether good or evil. 

This is a “must’’ of God. God who will not neglect to reward the good deeds of his saints, 

(Heb. 6:10) will surely need to reward the righteous with honor and glory. Yes, those who 

professed the faith, but who did not walk in the good works of gratitude at all, will be banished 

from God’s sight. But the judging of the saints is a must. They shall all stand before the great 

white throne in their white robes, in their resurrection bodies. They must receive their crowns of 

victory in the sight of angels, devils, and evil men. 

And Paul makes it his aim thus to run the race. 

Must we not as young people also thus run the race, not as if we had already attained, or were 

already made perfect, but forget the things which are behind, and reach out for the things before, 

for the prize of the upward calling in Christ Jesus. 

Yes, some of you are graduating from high school and some from college. It is 

Commencement Day! It is the day when the gun-sound will be heard, and we must go forth in 

our places in life, and find our office and calling, and then be as faithful as the angels are in 

heaven in their office, and all the elect in glory, the church of the first-born in heaven. 

Yes, then we pray: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Come, Lord Jesus, thou Christ, the very same one who has shed thy precious blood for us at 

Calvary, and who hath ever lived to intercede for us before the face of God; yea, come to judge 

us and to avenge us speedily of all our enemies, taking us to glory and casting thine and our 

enemies into everlasting damnation. 

Come, Lord Jesus, yea come quickly. 

Amen! 
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