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Jesus Christ, while on the earth as our suffering Savior, made the truth known several times 

that the children of the promise were very important to Him, so important were they to Him, that 

if someone should offend the little children who believe in Him, the offender was in great danger 

of receiving a most terrible punishment. A brief explanation of Matthew 18:1-6 will provide us 

with the motivation to understand the great love Christ has for His people. 

Jesus, after the disciples asked him the question, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom,” 

knows the question arose out of pride and not a holy desire. Our carnal nature wants us to ask the 

same question, a question that the world asks itself as the world endeavors to reach the top of 

power. It is true that our depraved nature provides the way for us to want earthly importance, 

position, and power to rule over others. Often those beneath us are expendable as we advance to 

the top. This is especially seen when we rely on self-determination and self-ability apart from 

God’s grace. “I can and will do it, and I will be first because I am the greatest.” The greatest in 

the kingdom becomes a person who can say I have reached the top. The question is an important 

one to those who value self advancement along the ideals of Dale Carnegie. To bring the matter 

closer to us, consider the wicked heresy of common grace which at face value says that man has 

a will that is equal to God’s will, the emphasis being placed on man’s wanting to be first 

especially in regards to his own salvation. The person who wants to know who is the greatest in 

the kingdom has already forgotten Who is the greatest in the kingdom. When you forget that God 

is the greatest then you begin to think that in some way you have a part in your own salvation. 

Worldly men will always desire to be the determiners of their own destiny, the captains of their 

lives, and the greatest in all things. The disciples asked the same sort of question and Jesus must 

now teach them the truth. 

The disciples had a human nature which inclined them to ask “Who is the greatest in the 

kingdom?” We, too, possess the same nature which means that we often out of sinful pride seek 

personal gain in the kingdom and then Christ must also come to us with the truth. Christ Jesus 

will bring words of wisdom to us that will strike at the very center of our sinful pride. Christ 

reveals to us, as only our King can, the terrible folly of our sinful thoughts and desires. To teach 

us the truth and to our utter amazement, Christ gathers a child to himself. 

What importance does a child have in God’s kingdom? 

Surely, He does not mean to show us that a child is the greatest in the kingdom? 

How could a child that knows so very little about the kingdom be the greatest in the 

kingdom? 

Christ answers our questions not by saying that children are the greatest in the kingdom but 

by saying we must become as little children and must humble ourselves as a little child. As a 

child is totally dependent upon its parents for all things and more obviously upon God for all 

things, so we, too, must be dependent upon God for all things in life. Then we will seek His 

grace in order to obey His will, and then our question will be, “What will thou have me to do?” 

But this is not all that Christ wants us to see. We must understand the end result of our sinful 

thoughts. When we think of ourselves, then we forget others, usually the little children. The 

danger is that we neglect the little child who must be shown and taught the truth. The danger is 



that we may offend the little children that belong to Christ. 

The offending of God’s children by the world is easily understood from this passage in 

Matthew 18. In verse 7, Christ continues to emphasize the danger of offending by the exhortation 

“Woe to the world because of offenses!” Certainly the world of ungodly men is in danger of 

God’s wrath because it does offend God's children. Whenever the world offends those who 

believe in Christ then the world is brought under severe judgment by God. Offending a person 

who belongs to Christ, who is redeemed by Christ, whose heart is regenerated, who has been 

sovereignly chosen by God to possess a place in God’s eternal kingdom, must be the worst thing 

ungodly men can do, because in offending a child of God the world is offending God. 

Attempting to lead God’s people away from Him is what the world does, and this offends God. 

But we must remember that Christ is speaking to the disciples and underneath His warning to 

the world comes His even greater warning to us. We must not offend a child of God, we must not 

offend Christ! Certainly, Christ was admonishing the disciples because of their pride in wanting 

to know who is the greatest in the kingdom. Christ wants the disciples to know that in their pride 

they might think themselves too important to instruct little children or even the lowly, which 

would lead them to despise and show contempt for the lowly, and this would be an occasion for 

offense. But Christ wants us to realize that we, too, can commit the same offense when we lose 

sight of who the lowly belong to. They belong to Christ and therefore, the terrible crime would 

be that we would offend Christ. Notice, too, that the punishment for this crime is severe, and no 

wonder, for God’s punishment justly meets the nature of the offense. You see, to make a 

molehill out of a mountain is terrible in regards to belittling people in God’s kingdom. To take 

something of great importance and to belittle it is terrible. The offense is in taking something of 

seemingly no importance and treating it lightly, and also it can be in taking something of great 

importance and belittling it, over-looking it, offending it. Although the children who believe in 

God are seemingly small, lowly, and weak, Christ treats them as being most important, so 

important that if they are offended, the punishment is of the most severe kind reserved for only 

the most atrocious .rimes. The disciples were admonished and so are we. We must not offend 

God’s children, we must not offend God! 

But the question still remains, why are God’s children so important to Him? In answering 

this question, I want to place special emphasis on the word “children”, as that word means those 

who are very young. I put special emphasis on young children for two reasons. First, you know 

as parents that instruction of the covenant seed in the ways of Jehovah is a joyful and at the same 

time a difficult responsibility to fulfill. Apart from God’s grace we cannot and would not do the 

responsible thing. To offend a child of God is an easy thing to do, so easy that we may tend to 

think very little of offending a child of God. We might be indifferent to our evil way by thinking 

very little about the offense. But in the eyes of God our offense is greater because of who they 

are: young children of the covenant who hang on our every action and word, and because of who 

we are: adults who are responsible for teaching those children the ways of Jehovah, and because 

of who God is: our covenant God who realizes His covenant and who establishes His covenant 

with us and our children. Do we dare to treat lightly our obligation in God’s covenant to instruct 

His children in His ways? Do we dare to ignore our offending them, the offense coming when we 

teach them ways that lead them away from God? God forbid! Instruction of the covenant seed is 

a blessed privilege and at the same time a serious obligation during which we can easily instruct 

our children to turn away from God. Secondly, God considers His children to be of great 

importance in His covenant, especially as this relates to the truth that God gathers, saves, His 

children, and His church, in the line of continued generations. 



At this point, I want to provide you with several quotes from various sources that speak about 

the importance of children. You will find them all very interesting, and they do shed a lot of light 

on the question under discussion: “Why are God’s children so important to God and us?” 

First of all, we need to know why we are called “Christians”. The catechism teaches us in 

Lord’s Day 12, answer 32, “Because I am a member of Christ by faith, and thus am partaker of 

his anointing; that so I may confess his name, and present myself a living sacrifice of 

thankfulness to him: and also that with a free and good conscience I may fight against sin and 

Satan in this life; and afterwards reign with him eternally, over all creatures.” 

Secondly, we need to know why infants are to be baptized. The answer to this question is in 

Lord’s Day 27, answer 74, “Yes: for since they, as well as the adult, are included in the covenant 

and church of God; and since redemption from sin by the blood of Christ, and the Holy Ghost, 

the author of faith, is promised to them no less than to the adult; they must therefore by baptism, 

as a sign of the covenant, be also admitted into the Christian church; and be distinguished from 

the children of unbelievers as was done in the old covenant or testament by circumcision, instead 

of which baptism is instituted in the new covenant.” The ground for infant baptism is neatly 

given by Rev. Herman Hoeksema’s Reformed Dogmatics, page 686, 

      1) That the children are included in the covenant and church of God. 

2) That the promise of the covenant is for them as well as for the adult, that is, the promise of 

redemption and of the Holy Ghost. 

3) That baptism as a sign of the covenant like circumcision must therefore be applied to 

infants as well as adults.” 

Thirdly, we need to know that the virtue of obedience is inculcated in the home. I provide a 

lengthy quote from Herman Hoeksema’s Triple Knowledge, volume 3, pages 292-293, “For this 

purpose the parents must look upon their children as principally sanctified in Christ, but 

nevertheless, as children that have only a small principle of the new obedience in their hearts. 

Certainly, they do not consider their children as principally good by nature. On the contrary, they 

confess with the Baptism Form that ‘we with our children are conceived and born in sin, and 

therefore are children of wrath, insomuch that we cannot enter into the kingdom of God except 

we are born again.’ On the other hand, they also confess that even as the children are without 

their knowledge partakers of the condemnation in Adam, so they are received again unto grace in 

Christ. In the first question they are required to answer when their children are baptized, they 

‘acknowledge, that although our children are conceived and born in sin, and therefore are subject 

to all miseries, yea, to condemnation itself; yet that they are sanctified in Christ, and therefore as 

members of his church ought to be baptized.’ They consider their children, therefore, indeed as 

saints in Christ Jesus, but very imperfect and sinful saints. And, it is the calling of the parents to 

instruct their little saints and to train them in the way of obedience. The children must learn to 

obey their parents in the Lord, and to respect and honor them and be in submission to them for 

Christ’s sake.” 

Also, in regards to the obedience of children, there is one commandment specifically 

addressed to children by God. I quote from Herman Hanko’s “We and Our Children”, pages 50-

51, “But it is clear that, in the body of the commandments, there is one commandment which is 

addressed specifically to children. This is interesting and important. Every commandment is, of 

course, important for children too. Believing parents are always to instruct their children to keep 

the law of God in all its parts. But the fact remains that God considers children so important that 

He devotes one entire commandment to them. He says to children and to them specifically, ‘This 

is my injunction to you: Honor thy father and thy mother.’ ” 



Finally, we need to know that only through prayer to God and dependence on His strength 

can we fulfill our obligations to God. Herman Hoeksema in his book “In the Sanctuary”, page 

42, sums up the desire that we have in our hearts towards fulfilling our responsibilities, “We pray 

that, whenever our children receive their instruction, in the home or in the school or in the 

church, they may be nurtured in the fear and admonition of the Lord, so that they may become 

thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 

At this point, my desire is to wait until the next time an article is due from me to finish this 

article. In the next article, I want to concentrate on the quotes that you have just read as they 

reflect on the importance of children to God. 
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