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Two children are taking a winter walk alongside of a big man. One is the man’s child while 

the other is a stranger who happened along and joined them for their walk. As they walk along, 

they come to a patch of ice on the sidewalk. Both children run gleefully forward, begin sliding, 

slip, fall and injure themselves. You can picture this injury to be a slight bruise or a severe 

fracture, this makes no difference. What is the reaction of the children? Well, the child whose 

father is nearby immediately runs with her injury to her father for help, knowing she belongs to 

him and he will help her all he can. The stranger, however, has nowhere to look in expectation of 

help; if she also turns to the man, it will be out of desperation because her own father is absent, 

not with any sense of a right to expect help. 

In this series of articles we are discussing the sorrows of conception and have now come to a 

discussion of the response to these sorrows which a Christian woman should have. If we are 

going to find the Biblical Christian response, then we must begin with the basics and keep 

straight that a Christian response demands at the very start that it be a Christian woman who is 

responding. The opening illustration is told to help us keep in mind that we are speaking of such 

a woman only, the woman who is a Christian, who belongs to Christ. 

In our story, walking along in company with a child of the father did not turn the stranger 

into another child of the father. Just so, a Christian woman is not merely a church member who 

walks in company with God’s children. We know that many who attend church are Christian in 

name only. But such a woman, although she attends church and although she fellowships with 

true Christians, is incapable of having a true, Godly response to her suffering. 

Nor is a Christian woman merely a church member with head knowledge of Bible doctrine 

and Bible content. Bible knowledge is crucial to being a Christian but it does not make one a 

Christian. We have to be careful that we do not think ourselves capable of a true response just 

because we know a lot about the Bible. If we have no more than head knowledge, we are no 

more able to turn to the Father than could the story’s stranger pretend to be a daughter just 

because she may have asked lots of questions and learned a lot about the family with whom she 

was walking. 

Keeping in mind the opening illustration, other applications quickly become clear as well. 

Does being a church member who lives an apparently good life make one a Christian? No 

indeed, even though a good life is necessary for a Christian. What about the combination of 

being a church member plus abundance of Bible knowledge as well as an exemplary life? Once 

again, the answer is clearly no, even though in application to individual church members this 

may seem unclear at times. I Corinthians says that even though a person has “all faith so that he 

can remove mountains ... he is nothing’’ if this virtue is outside the love and grace of God. 

The only woman capable of a Biblical response to her suffering is the Christian woman. And 

the Christian woman is she who “is not (her) own but belongs unto (her) faithful Savior, Jesus 

Christ.” The Christian woman is different INSIDE herself. She is the woman whom God has 

made to be His own child through the whole miracle of grace. For her, Christ was born and 

suffered and died and arose again. Into her heart Christ has sent His Spirit to cause her to see her 

sin, to weep over it and to repent of it, to turn to God in Christ for deliverance. This woman who 



is a Christian now studies and loves the Bible and she also seeks to live according to all she 

understands in the Bible . . . but she does this only because she is a child of God, because she 

belongs to her Savior. 

Let’s return to the opening illustration but change it a bit. 

Suppose two children of the same father are taking a walk. The father warns them of the 

winter dangers and tells them to stay close by him. The one child obeys and keeps hold of his 

hand or at least stays close enough to grab that hand anytime it is needed. The other child refuses 

to listen, assumes his warnings are all nonsense and runs out of sight of the father. Here she falls 

and hurts herself, needing desperately her father's help. But this child, although a real child of the 

father, is also incapable of getting prompt help from the father, simply because she has wandered 

away. 

This also applies to us as Christian women. We may indeed be real daughters of God but 

we may not be walking as daughters close to Him, in His fellowship, “holding His hand’’ step by 

step. Then when suffering strikes us, we find it very difficult to believe His concern, to turn to 

Him for comfort and be assured of His love. Comfort then comes only via the difficult route of 

remorse and return. 

But our Father is no limited, earthly father like the fathers in the stories. The earthly father 

has no control over his child’s fall whereas our all-powerful Father controls all events so that no 

suffering occurs apart from His rule of love. The earthly father could get out of earshot or in 

other ways be unable to help whereas our heavenly Father is always there, turning our hearts to 

Him, working His grace through the circumstance He sends which He knows we need. How 

vastly comforting is this vast difference! 

All of this pinpoints the basic difference between the response of the world to its suffering 

and the response of the Christian. The world’s response originates in separation from God and 

His love. The Christian’s response originates in the conviction of being God’s child. We belong 

to God Who loves us as our Father and so we bend the knee and seek His answer, His 

explanation for our suffering. 

Christian woman, do you suffer? Be very careful that your response begins here. If you 

attempt to explain and understand everything first, before you will submit, then you will not 

understand, you will not find comfort, you will not know the Biblical Christian response. But 

rather, begin by praying when circumstances and pain seem great beyond our grasp. Be careful 

to cling to this first, vital response: “Father in Christ, I belong to Thee. Though I fail to 

understand, keep me close to Thee, submitting to Thy rule. Sustain me, Father, because I belong 

to Thee.” 
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