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In my own mind I must admit that I have a certain amount of respect and perhaps even some 

admiration for people who belong to certain cults. I could even venture to guess that, say a 

hundred years ago, there were very few, if any, of the members of the Christian churches who 

had anything but alarm and contempt for the cults. A hundred years ago the cults as we know 

them were still in their infancy. The big three, that is Christian Science, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

and Mormonism all had their birth back in the 1800’s. And in the years since then, these cults 

have developed and grown into major forces, both in this country and the world. Their growth in 

itself is not so alarming, when you consider that the false church will always experience growth 

and will always prosper since the lie is always more appealing than the truth of God’s Word. But 

the fact that I find interesting is the degree of respectability that these cults have gained along 

with their growth in members. 

These cults have simply achieved sufficient members to become socially respectable. 

I am afraid that at least to a certain degree we have allowed the picture of what the cults are 

to become glossed over with all kinds of half truths and falsehoods so that we face the very real 

danger of forgetting who and what the cults actually stand for. 

For one thing, it seems that there is a lot of what we call successful people in this country, be 

it in the area of politics, business, or sports who are members of one of these cults. These people 

and their success reflect favorably on the cult they have their membership in. 

Besides that, the membership as a general rule seems to know what their particular beliefs 

and views are on Scripture and how it relates to their walk on this earth. At least outwardly they 

seem to know what they are talking about and they seem to have a good “knowledge” of 

Scripture. 

And still further, the growth and development of these particular groups has been 

tremendous, almost unbelievable. We look at the growth they have had over the past years, and 

we get just a little defensive about ourselves. Why not us?  How come they increase at such a 

rate while we seem to grow so slowly? 

These groups all pose a very serious challenge to the Christian churches of today. These cults 

continue to grow and develop at the expense of the rest of the Church. 

However, we must not lose sight of what we as the true Church have to maintain as part of 

our calling. We must keep ourselves pure and unspotted as a bride adorned for her husband. And 

when you look at what the cults teach concerning Scripture, we soon find that there is nothing 

but the lie there; and that we can have no part with them. 

According to the book, The Rise of the Cults by Walter Martin, the word cult refers to any 

major departure from Orthodox Christianity relative to the doctrines of the Christian faith. And if 

there is one characteristic which these cults do seem to have in common, it is that they deny the 

Biblical doctrines of the Trinity and the Deity of Christ. 

One reason for the rapid growth of these groups is that they tend to “convert'’ to themselves 

people who are not sure just what they believe or why they believe it. Cults thrive on two factors 

when confronting a person and what he believes: that person’s ignorance and that person’s 

uncertainty. I am afraid that it is no understatement when I say that the average Christian is 

terribly unprepared to defend his or her faith thoroughly. He knows what he believes, but so 



often he does not know why. This is the very point where the cults have driven their wedge into 

the Church and through which countless doctrines have penetrated. 

Another fact which I find interesting with regard to these groups is that they are all built on 

not what the Bible teaches, but rather on what the founders of the respective cults said the Bible 

teaches. The Jehovah’s Witnesses movement started with Charles Russell, Mormonism owes it 

beginnings to Joseph Smith, and Christian Science began with Mary Baker Eddy. In each case, 

one person and their ideas were the basis for the birth of that particular cult. 

Again, from all of this, it should become increasingly clear to all of us that today it is of the 

utmost importance that we have a clear and concise picture in our own minds on just what we do 

believe and why we do believe it. It is not good enough to have just a so-called “thumb-nail’’ 

sketch of what our views are. Our churches will continue to face the world and what it calls truth 

until the return of Christ; it will not get better, only worse. 

We cannot bury our heads in the sand and hope that the challenge of the false church will go 

away. For the Bible assures us that the growth of these groups is a sure sign of the approaching 

end of the ages when “deceivers shall grow worse and worse, deceived and being deceived’’; 

“ever learning and never able to come to a knowledge of the truth”; “having a form of godliness, 

but denying the power thereof: from such turn away”. 

And that should be enough warning for us, the calling by the apostle Paul in II Timothy 3:5 

to turn away from such things. We can do so only by the guiding hand of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. By God’s grace we will be able to stand in these last days. We must never take 

what we have, the truth of God’s Word, for granted. It is such an easy thing to lose. It is only 

through prayer, study of God’s Word, and faithful attendance of the preaching from week to 

week that we can expect any kind of success in our fight against these cults or against the false 

church of which they are a part. 

Ignorance and uncertainty will only be overcome by knowledge and confidence. The Word 

of God has all of the answers, but we have to be willing to look for them. 
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