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It is true that at the beginning of time the Devil was limited to the means by which he could 

present evil to our first parents. He only had an insignificant piece of fruit, and a few malicious 

lies which he could subtly use in order to cause Adam and Eve to fall. But with this little 

leverage he has acquired a vast supply of material things that are used by him today as means to 

the end of causing men to fall into deep sin. Over the years as man has invented many new things 

the Devil has used them to present evil. Evil today can appear in many shapes and forms before 

our eyes. All the inventions of men are good and profitable, but the Devil turns them around so 

that they serve him and present his perversities. The radio no longer is simply used for good 

music and sound words of the gospel, but it is crammed full of false advertisement, false ideas, 

and horrid music. So we today need to hear a strong word from the Scriptures concerning these 

appearances of evil. 

We read this in one of Paul’s epistles which are loaded with sound admonitions given in 

love. In his 1st Thessalonians 5:22, we read the following: “Abstain from all appearances of  

Evil.” This concise admonition appears within a group of seven short admonitions which are 

very practical for our lives. Paul tells the saints that they must rejoice, pray without ceasing, give 

thanks, quench not the spirit, despise not prophesying, prove all things, and finally abstain from 

evil appearances. These all are given with the end result that we will be completely sanctified 

and that our body, soul, and spirit will be without blemish before God. These activities should 

take up all of our time in life if we truly sought to follow them. 

Now in the first place we must see that Paul makes clear to us that evil is something which 

can be seen by us. Evil is not something that hides under a bushel and quietly sneaks up on us. 

Rather evil in this verse is something which we easily recognize. It is a thing which makes much 

noise. It is very perverse and ugly to our regenerated eyes. There is nothing pleasing in it. This is 

always the case for young people in this present day and age. If he can say that he does not see 

evil he must be very blind and deaf. Evil today parades itself noisily about in every marketplace. 

It loves the amplifiers of the musicians. It loves large groups of young persons so that it might be 

rowdy. It thrives in the large and crowded cities of America. The nature of evil is not just to stay 

cooped up in the chambers of man’s heart and brain. Rather if it begins as an evil motive it is not 

at peace until it becomes an evil action. An evil thought of hatred does not rest until it manifests 

itself as an evil deed of murder. Evil loves to show itself and it loves an audience. 

In the second place Paul commands us to abstain from these various appearances of evil. This 

is a personal action of ours which must be done daily. There is not rest from this activity for us 

young people. We may see this activity of perversity today. We are not allowed to see as much 

evil as we can let alone to see how much we can do. We should strive to keep our mind, soul, 

and spirit in separation from evil. Now this is not isolation for that is impossibility and because 

there are some good things to be had out of life for the Christian. But it is a avoiding of evil 

appearances such as pornography, violence, disrespect for authority, and drunkenness. We must 

not dash to see these things but we should flee from them. 

But finally in the third place we must not think that if we simply avoid evil we will be alright. 

No, this is not even the case in this admonition of Paul. Implied in this admonition is something 

positive which is always the case for the Christian. Not only must we avoid evil, but we by all 



means must fly after that which is good and pleasing in God’s eyes. Paul would want us to 

remember some of his other words which he penned in another one of his letters. In Philippians 

4:8 Paul says “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 

whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 

things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things." 

The Christian life is negative by being positive. If we love and do things which are good we will 

indeed avoid every appearance of evil. 
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