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In the August-September issue of the Beacon Lights, in the article entitled “The Sorrows of 

Conception: We Deserve Them!” three of the paragraphs read as follows: 

“We suffer in Eve’s suffering because we were in the garden in Eve. Eve was our mother. As 

our mother, she was our biological source. Biologically, through birth, we come from her, 

inheriting her flesh, her genes and chromosomes. And since her flesh sinned, we inherit a sinful 

flesh. 

“Being our mother, Eve also represented us. Now the fact is, had Adam exercised his role as 

authority over the woman, he as ultimate representative of mankind would have covered and 

removed the woman’s sin. But none the less, Eve represented all women in her role. 

“And so we inherit Eve’s sin from two viewpoints: (1) biologically as we receive her  

corrupted flesh and (2) representatively as she, our mother, represented us in her actions. 

Since this article went into print, two brothers from our church have questioned the Scriptural 

accuracy of these statements. I believe these brothers are correct and that these paragraphs need 

correction. I plan to restudy this issue and later write a second article on this matter. 

For the present, I am unable to do this. I would like to finish the series I am writing on the 

Sorrows of Conception and then return to this matter. But I wanted to write a prompt short 

response for two reasons. First, I believe those paragraphs were erroneous instruction and then 

indeed ought to be promptly corrected. Second, I would like to hear from our readers on this 

matter, young people as well as adults. My own resources for study are limited so that I would 

appreciate not only any thoughts you wish to write but also any reading material you have to 

offer. Further, communion of the saints means that we encourage each other on that which is 

right and admonish and correct each other in error, so that we also grow through such sharing. 

Please write! 

As I said, later I will write another article—possibly several—on this matter. I believe that in 

these later articles at least these points should be considered: 1. Exactly how were Adam and Eve 

related to each other before the fall into sin? How was Adam’s role as head of the woman 

different after the fall into sin? 2. Exactly what was the nature of the curse on the woman as it 

relates to her husband? 3. Exactly how do we as women relate to Eve? In this article needing 

correction, I said we were represented in her. I did not mean that we were legally represented, 

only that our female nature was represented. To what extent is this false? Did only Adam 

represent us in any sense of the word? Is our biological corruption received only from Adam or 

also from Eve? (Notice that it is the man who determines what sex a child shall be; perhaps then 

also our biologically inherited corruption comes from him?) I think there is room here for lots of 

study. 

Again, please respond. I would like to study and be carefully prepared before I start those 

articles. 

Meanwhile, please accept my apologies for this error. And remember, since all things do 

work together for good, that includes this mistake. God uses error and correction as one strong 

means for the instruction of His saints. May He also bless us through this further study of Eve as 

our mother and Adam as our representative head. 
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