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Pastor: “Come in Ron. Have a seat. What’s on your mind?” 

Ron: “Well, pastor, I wanted to talk to you, uh . . ., about something I’ve been thinking 

quite a bit about lately. I’m just not sure what to do. I thought maybe you could give me some 

help. It’s about the ministry. I’ve been thinking quite a bit lately about the ministry, whether or 

not I should study for the ministry. I’m just not sure.” 

Pastor: “I’m glad to hear that you’ve been thinking about this. As you know, I’ve 

mentioned this to you on more than one occasion.” 

Ron: “Yes, pastor, I know. The folks have talked to me about it too.” 

Pastor: “That’s good. I’m convinced that this is what pastors and elders and parents 

ought to do. They ought to lay the call to the ministry before our young men. Article 19 of our 

Church Order, you know, says that The churches shall exert themselves, as far as necessary, that 

there may be students supported by them to be trained for the ministry of the Word.’ Because of 

this frequently in the sermons and even in the congregational prayer, I bring this subject before 

the young men. For this reason, I’ve spoken to you at family visitation and even privately about 

the call to the ministry.” 

Ron: “That’s true, pastor. Sometimes it seems as if everybody else is more convinced of 

my calling than I am.” 

Pastor: “Oh, I don’t know about that. You mustn’t get the impression that you’re being 

pressured into the ministry. Really, I’m not too fearful of that, either. You must remember that in 

all our discussions with you, you never flatly said “No.” If you had, I’m sure we would have 

dropped the subject.  Besides, you must understand our motivation.  Our motivation isn’t only  

that to us you appear to possess the gifts which the ministry requires. Our motivation is also a 

deep love for God’s Church, and the desire to see the pure preaching of God’s Word continue in 

our Protestant Reformed Churches.” 

Ron: ‘‘I can understand that. But I’m just not sure.” 

Pastor: ‘‘And I can understand that. From a certain point of view, I appreciate your 

hesitation. There’s an old saying that fools rush in where angels fear to tread. I assure you, that 

applies to the ministry.” 

Ron: ‘‘But how, then, can I be sure that I should go to the Seminary and prepare for the 

ministry?” 

Pastor: ‘‘I can remember the advice that one old preacher gave to me. My few years in 

the ministry have brought me to understand his advice as I could never have understood it when 

he gave it. His advice was: ‘If you can do something else in life, do it.’ His point was that if you 

simply cannot serve the Lord in any other calling in life, if the Lord shuts the door so that you 

cannot and simply do not desire to enter any other calling, then you can be assured that He has 

called you to the ministry.” 

Ron: ‘‘I can understand that, at least somewhat. Even though I have reservations about 

the ministry, I have as many or more reservations about every other vocation I’ve considered.” 

Pastor: ‘‘That’s a good indication. I don’t mean to deny, of course, that there is not joy 

to the ministry and great blessing from God in laboring as a pastor and a preacher. But the rigors 

of the ministry, both from a spiritual and psychological viewpoint, are extreme. Of that I assure 

you. I’ve often said that I wouldn’t wish the ministry on anyone. Even though that’s not 

completely true, that does at least express the point that I’m trying to make. Besides, you must 



remember that the ministry if for life. This is how you must view the ministry. This adds weight 

and seriousness to entering the ministry. It’s not something you go into to try for awhile to see 

whether or not you like it. It’s a life calling.” 

Ron: ‘‘That’s the way I see it, too. Perhaps that’s one of the very things that makes me 

hesitate.” 

Pastor: ‘‘At the same time, Ron, you mustn’t expect God to give you a sign from heaven 

to confirm your calling and dispel all your doubts. Even though you could wish that God would 

do that, He won’t. I remember the story of the farm-boy who is said to have entered the 

Seminary because one day he looked up into the sky and beheld the letters PC written very 

plainly before his eyes. He interpreted that as a sign from God; PC meant that he must preach 

Christ. After a year in the Seminary one of his professors told him that he thought PC meant that 

he should plant corn. That illustrates the point that you must not look for some direct, outward, 

miraculous sign from heaven confirming your call to the ministry.” 

Ron: ‘‘I can understand that. As you said, I could wish that it were so.”  

Pastor: ‘‘Oh, I don’t know. I think that even then you would feel the same reluctance to 

carry out the Lord’s will. Look at Jonah.” 

Ron: “You’re probably right.’’ 

Pastor: “I think there's no question that you possess the gifts necessary for the ministry. 

You are strongly convinced of the truth as we as Protestant Reformed Churches maintain it. 

Spiritually and intellectually you have the abilities that the ministry requires. This is important. It 

simply cannot be denied that one requires certain gifts for the work of the preaching of the 

gospel. Is this something that you have prayed about?’’ 

Ron: “Yes, pastor, often.’’ 

Pastor: “Good, I’m glad to hear that. You must continue to do this. You must be assured 

that God will answer that prayer. That’s His promise to His people. He always answers our 

prayers. He’ll answer yours, too. Even though He won’t do that by means of some sort of direct 

revelation, in a very concrete and real way you may expect that also in this matter He will reveal 

His will to you.’’ 

 Ron: “I hope so. I guess that I believe that He will.’’ 

Pastor: “In the meantime, I would recommend that you write to cue the professors in the 

Seminary and discuss the matter with him. It would also be a good idea to send for the Catalogue 

of the Seminary. That will give you some acquaintance with the Seminary and the courses which 

you will have to take in order to be prepared for the ministry. You can obtain the Catalogue by 

writing to: Theological School of the Protestant Reformed Churches; 4949 Ivanrest Ave.; 

Grandville, MI 49418. 

Ron: “One more thing. Sometimes I think that right now we have plenty of ministers. 

Nearly all our congregations are filled.’’ 

Pastor: “You shouldn’t let that concern you. For one thing, Christ Himself taught that the 

harvest is always great and the laborers few. That’s true for all time. Besides, the Lord has given 

us many contacts round the world. Now, at present perhaps he hasn’t concretely opened any new 

doors. But several things are developing and who knows the work to which the Lord will call us 

in the next few years. You can be sure that if the Lord has called you to the ministry, He’ll also 

provide a place for you in His Church to labor. At the same time, I think that the Churches 

should seriously exert themselves in providing places for the men who come out of the 

Seminary.” 

Ron: “Pastor, I’d like to thank you for the help. I’ll give it some more serious thought. I 



think our talk itself has helped me to make the decision.” 

Pastor: “I’m glad you came to talk. I hope I could have helped you at least a little. May 

the Lord make His will known to you and then give you the grace to carry it out. Before you 

leave, let's pray,” Heavenly Father, we pray thy blessing on the discussion that we have had. 

Reveal Thy will as regards the ministry to this young brother. We pray that, if it be Thy will, 

Thou wilt open the way for his preparation for the entrance into the ministry of Thy Word in our 

Churches. Lord of the harvest, put the call to the ministry of Thy Word into, the hearts of other 

young men also. Continue to bless our Seminary, and use it that it may be a blessing in the midst 

of our Churches. Hear our prayer and graciously forgive our sins. For Jesus’ sake, AMEN.” 
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