
Redeeming the Time: During the Sex Revolution  

Rev. D.H. Kuiper 

 

 I hardly know how to begin tonight. You see, I thought it was necessary and important to 

say something about a practice that began several years ago at conventions. I was going to make 

some remarks about clapping at the conclusion of the speeches and point out that the proper 

reaction on your part, to the exposition and application of the Word of God, was the silence of 

worship and reverence and awe. Last night your reaction to the first speech was silence, the 

silence of reverence and meditation, so I am very happy that I do not have to make these remarks 

at all. 

 Now to our subject, which is Redeeming the Time During the Sex Revolution. That’s a 

dandy subject to speak on at a convention. Not because it is easy; to speak about sex to an 

audience composed of young men and young women is not easy. But a wonderful subject, as I 

see it, for the following reasons: first, you are at an age when sex is not only interesting area, but 

a tremendously important one. One you must thoroughly understand. Secondly, the Bible has a 

lot to say about this aspect of man’s life. There is a surprising amount of instruction and 

information, both negative and positive, in the word of God. And it’s all true! And thirdly, the 

world also has a lot to say is uniformly bad. In fact, it is not too much to state that sex is all the 

world wants to talk about. 

 As those who are called to be saints, we must follow the Word of God and not the word 

of man. And we must follow the Word of God from our youth! We must not fall into sin 

practices, attitudes, and speech at this time of our lives, for sinful practices in the sexual area are 

the most difficult of all to overcome and forsake, and they often carry with them results that stay 

with a person for a long time, perhaps for the rest of his life. And how sin in this area of life can 

wound the soul! 

 The church is in the world, isn’t it? And that means that what the world does the church 

notices not only, but the church is often influenced by it. Let me tell you a short story that comes 

from a discussion in one of our young people’s societies a number of years ago. We were 

discussing 1 Peter 3:3-6, where the apostle sets forth the true beauty of women. He tells us that 

Christian women ought to concern themselves with beauty and adornment. But he warns that this 

adornment must not be the outward adornment of plaiting the hair, and wearing of gold, or of 

putting on of apparel…that really has nothing to do with beauty. But, he says, let it be the 

ornament of a meek and quiet spirit. Christian women must concern themselves with the inner 

life of humility and meekness. Well, we begin to talk about fashions. About short skirts and 

skimpy bathing suits. Things like that. A couple of the girls couldn’t go along with what Peter 

was saying. They claimed that they had to dress like that and paint up a bit because other girls 

did it, and if they didn’t do it too, the boys wouldn’t ask them out. We’ll come back to some of 

these ideas later, but this example certainly shows that what goes on in this world of sin around 

us is of considerable influence upon us. And that ought not to be! 

I. Is there such thing as a sex revolution? If there is, exactly what do we mean by it? And 

how does the sex revolution today differ from sexual perversion in the past? We can accept the 

term “sex revolution” if we understand that what we observe round about us today is not new, 

and does not stand separate from what has gone on it the past. It is rather the fruit and 

development of past evils. Sinful sex is as old as the human race.  



 When Adam and Eve fell into sin, immediately they know that they were naked and they 

were ashamed. One implication of what shame is that the sexual aspect of their lives came under 

the dominion of sin. According to Genesis 6, just before the flood, “the sons of God saw the 

daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all that they chose.” Later, the 

idolatry of the nations round about Israel, which Israel often copied, involved lewd dancing and 

sexual sins. At the time of Esther, King Ahasereus wanted his queen Vashti to dance for all his 

princes, and when she refused he had a beauty contest to find him another wife. In the New 

Testament all the epistles to the churches warn against the lust of the flesh. Converts to the faith 

were, and are, admonished to stop doing these things which belonged to their former 

conversation and life. The heathen world was simply filled with sexual perversions and excesses. 

And historians tell us that sex, an emphasis on sex, a misuse of sex, moral decay and rottenness, 

lead to the downfall of many an empire. Especially was this true of the Roman Empire. No, 

sexual sins are not new to our times. 

 What we find today differs nonetheless. What we find today is that the degree of these 

sins has increased, the openness and lack of restraint has increased, and the condemnation of 

such sins has all but disappeared. What we mean, then, by sex revolution is the general, wise 

spread revolt of attitudes and practices, in the sexual area, against the Word of God! A vomiting 

forth of filth. A degree of corruption this world has never seen before. And almost a complete 

lack of restraint and condemnation. Rather, there is the encouraging of sexual perversions and a 

delighted pre-occupation with it. The sex revolution that we see today is the fruit of the past; it 

has grown out of the past. And the reason things have reached the sorry state they have the 

deepest theological reason, is that God has given man over to the corruption he loves. God gives 

them up to their vile affections. God gives them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things 

which are not holy and tight. The sex revolution is God's judgment upon the world of wicked 

men. God says in effect, you refuse to honor and serve Me? You refuse to keep my 

commandments in all your life? I give you over. My judgment upon you is that you do all those 

terrible things you lust after! "And wicked man, knowing the judgment of God, that they which 

commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do 

them." (Romans 1:32) 

 What are some of the elements or forces that belong to the sex revolution? There is first 

of all, the new morality or situation ethics. This view of life, which has gained acceptance not 

only in the world of unbelief but also in a large part of the church, is very attractive to young 

people. It goes like this. There is no absolute right or absolute wrong. No one can say that this is 

always right and that is always wrong. It all depends upon the situation or the circumstances. Is 

premarital sex wrong? Is it wrong to climb into the back seat of the car with your girlfriend and 

make playgrounds of your bodies? Well, they say, it makes a difference. Do you love her? Do 

you both agree that you are ready, mature enough? Are you willing to accept the consequences 

of your actions? If so, it's perfectly alright. If the situation is one way, it's alright to do it. If the 

situation is another way, it might very well be wrong. That's the new morality. It's the denial of 

the perfect, everlasting Law of God! The new morality is the old immorality.  

 In close connection with this, we have to recognize that a new permissiveness has grown 

out of the new morality. What has happened? This, after fifteen or twenty years of situation 

ethics being taught and preached to people, there is at the present time a whole generation of 

leaders - teacher, preachers, parents, political figures - who believe this and espouse this. And the 

result is that an anything-goes attitude prevails. Everything is permitted. No one bows what true 



morality is anymore, and no one dares to say, See here, kids, see here, young people, this is right 

and this is wrong! 

 In the third place, there is the whole area of entertainment. Another speaker will lead you 

through that problem, but I must show that entertainment is governed by the goddess of sex. 

Music, dancing, movies, television, even advertising, are all given to the proposition that sex is 

fun, sex is for all, there are no barriers and restraints. I was going to quote some words from a 

few current songs at this point, but I’ve decided I better not, and I’m sure you prefer that I don’t 

as well. When I was a young man there was a song played on the radio two or three times every 

hour that went something like this: “Standing in the corner, watching all the girls go by. You 

can’t go to jail for what you’re thinking….” I guess that’s true, but the Bible teaches that a 

person can go to hell for what he’s thinking. Then there’s nudity, the sexual act on the stage, 

magazines in the super-markets, pornography. Did you ever watch Charlie’s Angles on 

Television? How many watch this program? (Almost everyone in the audience raised his hand.) I 

don’t have television, but Time magazine calls that television program soft-core pornography. It 

is designed to show-off the female body and to make people lust after it. And if you watch 

Charlie’s Angels, that’s why you watch it, too! 

 Fourthly, there is the women’s liberation movement. What concerns us here, regarding 

women’s lib, is their purpose to have complete equality with men so that they can free their 

bodies for whatever purpose they wish to use it. The result is that more and more women refuse 

to marry; that’s a drag for them. They want a career. And as for sex, well, there are ways of 

taking care of that. Further, there are contraceptives: the pill and other devices that are not only 

available to young people, but are pushed on them by physicians and educators! The thinking is. 

You won’t get caught, not if you’re careful. You don’t’ have to worry about pregnancy. So that, 

practically, that serious consideration and restraint is removed. And finally, belong to the sex 

revolution is the world’s low view of marriage and the resulting ease of divorce. Marriages are 

entered into on the basis of sex appeal, and when the sex appeal wears off, husbands and wives 

dump each other and find someone else. So there is widespread, sinful marriage. And when this 

is observed by young people as painful or distasteful, they determine to have trial marriages to 

see how things will work out, or they decide to live together with no strings whatsoever attached. 

Can anyone deny there is a sex revolution? Can anyone deny that these things have some affect 

on our thinking and on our lives? Can anyone deny that many of the things I have mentioned are 

also practiced by some of our own young people? No one can…no one can deny it! 

     II. What we have to do is hear the Word of God concerning sex. What is sex according 

to scripture? First of all, sex is a good creature of God. God created sex. Sex did not come into 

the world after the fall, as something dirty and sinful. No, it belonged to the beauty and 

perfection of the original creation. Before the fall, God created them male and female, and said 

unto them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth ...." Before the fall, God instituted 

marriage with the result "that a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto 

his wife: and they shall be one flesh." Then we read. "And Adam and Eve were both naked, the 

man and his wife, and were not ashamed.” They were not ashamed because there was nothing to 

be ashamed about! The human body was beautiful, and the use for which the human body was 

created was likewise beautiful. Sex belonged to the sinless state. 

 Well, the fall came and the sexual aspect of the human nature came under the dominion 

of sin, as did the powers of man. So that man became a fornicator, an adulterer, filled with sex 

lust and evil desires. When Christ died on the cross, beloved young people, He redeemed that 

creature we call sex. He redeemed His people not only, but He also redeemed all of 



creation…every creature God had made. He redeemed time too. That’s why we are called to 

redeem the time. And belonging to our redeeming the time is redeeming sex in our personal 

lives. Because of the death of Christ, therefore, sex for the Christian is once more a good and a 

beautiful thing. Sex, according to the Word of God, is love. Sex is an act of love! I want you to 

see that, and appreciate that, and never forget that. Love is giving. “For God so loved the world 

that He gave His only begotten Son.” When you love a person, you give to that person. If parents 

love their children, they give them time, they give them instruction, they give unselfishly of all 

that they have. And if you love the poor, you give to the poor. The activity of love is always to 

give. Love shows itself in giving. Sex is love because when a man and a woman engage in this 

act they give themselves to each other. That what the act of love is! It is the complete giving of 

one to the other, the giving of one’s body and strength to the other, because one loves the other 

because he wants that person to have joy and satisfaction. The act of love is a love-debt that a 

husband and wife have toward each other. Paul tells us in I Corinthians 7 that the wife’s body 

doesn’t belong to her, but to her husband. And the husband has not power over his own body, but 

the wife. It belongs to being one flesh that a person’s body becomes the right and possession of 

his mate! That’s why Paul states further, don’t defraud or cheat each other. Don’t’ hold back 

from giving yourself to your mate. You may not do that, and if you should nevertheless try that. 

Satan is going to tempt you. So in the first place, the Bible makes it clear that sex is an act of 

love in that it is the complete giving of one’s self to the other, to the mate. 

 Secondly, sex is for the married only! How the Bible impresses that upon us! Outside of 

marriage sex is not good and beautiful, but outside of marriage sex is ugly and sinful. God did 

not create sex for single people. The seventh commandment is, “Thou shalt not commit 

adultery.” Thou shalt not engage in sex when you are single, and thou shalt not engage in sex 

with anyone but your mate when you are married. So serious a sin is adultery that God warns us 

again and again that adulterers and whore-mongers cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

And if young people nevertheless do these things, and it becomes known by the church (as for 

example when a girl becomes with child) then the church labors with the boy and the girl to 

bring them to confession of their sin. Since it has become known publicly that this has happened, 

the sin must be confessed publicly as well so that the entire congregation may rejoice in the fact 

of this confession, and may also know that the sin of adultery is not allowed in the church of 

Jesus Christ. Sex outside of marriage is not love. It is not an act of love and unselfish giving. It is 

hatred for the other person, and it is selfish taking for one's own pleasure. How can it be love 

when it involves you and your Friend in the wrath of God? Don't be deceived by that slippery lie. 

If you love me, prove it. Prove it to me by going all the way. That is nothing but an expression 

hatred. And you do well to have nothing to do with such a person until he or she shows real 

change in his life.  

 Thirdly, it belongs to the Scriptural doctrine of sex that this wonderful activity is used by 

God to bring forth, in the church, the children of His covenant. Sex is a good thing and honorable 

aspect of marriage by itself. Having children is not the only reason for sex. But God has joined 

together this act of love with child-bearing. So there are two purposes which God has in mind 

with sexual life: the one is that it be an expression of the joyful intimacy of marriage, and the 

other is that of begetting children. Rev. Engelsma in his book Marriage writes, “The two 

purposes of God with regard to sex in marriage have been joined together very closely. In the 

practice of birth control, man separates, or tries to separate, what God has joined together. Man 

tries to retain the expression and enjoyment of the intimacy of marriage, while excluding the 

bringing forth of children." He asks the question, "Does man have a right to do this?" And his 



answer is no. And my answer is no. And that is your answer, too, is it not? As husband and wife 

love each other, and show their love for each other, they submit themselves to God's will 

completely as to children, the number of children, and the timing of children. They gladly 

receive all the children God gives them and they view those children as most precious gifts from 

God!  

 III. Let me end, your calling in regard to sex. How can young people today redeem the 

time during the sex revolution? How can we spend our days in a way that is pleasing to God and 

that will surely bring His blessing upon us? First, it is our calling to confess the Word of God to 

us on these matters; to give our personal assent to His Word. When we read our Bibles, when we 

hear sermons preached on this topic, when we have a speech such as tonight, then we must say to 

our souls, That's right and true. ..I must hear and do that. The Heidelberg Catechism teaches us 

that the Seventh Commandment means "That all uncleanness is cursed of God: and that therefore 

we must with all our hearts detest the same, and live chastely and temperately, whether in holy 

wedlock or in single life." Hearing that, the child of God does not say, well, maybe. We'll see 

how it goes. But he says, Yea, Lord. Amen!! 

Secondly, we must understand that our bodies and our souls are temples of the Holy 

Spirit. We walk about day after day and night after night carrying within us the Holy Spirit. And 

as temples of God, we must preserve our bodies and souls holy and pure. Otherwise we grieve 

the Holy Spirit of God that is in us. And what grieves the Holy Spirit is not only gross sins such 

as adultery, but also unchaste actions, gestures, words, thoughts, desires, and whatever can entice 

men thereto. 

 Thirdly, help one another to be pure, and don't tempt each other. There is a lot of sexual 

temptation in this world as we have seen earlier. What I'm saying now is this: don't add to the 

problem by tempting each other as well. Skimpy bathing suits entice men to impure thoughts. 

Peek-aboo fashions tempt other to look and to have sinful desires. There is no place for that 

worldliness in the church and there is no place for that at our conventions. And 1 say it's got to 

stop! And I say that because God's Word says that. If there are those at our conventions or at our 

churches back home who are loose and wild in this whole area of sex, let's witness against their 

evil and do everything we can to show them the beauty of purity and holiness. And if we can't 

change them let's be sure that they are in a very small minority, and as a tiny minority that they 

feel out of place and wished they were home. Boys, don't tempt your girls to go further and 

further each date. Girls, don't try to turn your boyfriends on by acting or looking sexy. Help each 

other be pure and faithful. That belongs to loving your neighbor. And if you're in the car, and the 

kisses are getting longer and longer, and the temperature is rising, STOP! Put your hands back 

where they belong, apologize to each other, and go home! 

Fourthly, your calling as Christian young people is to marry! The Bible says marry. 

That's God's answer to a perfectly proper sexual desire. If a person cannot contain himself, if he 

notices that he has these desires, that's no shame; that's normal and healthy. And you will 

discover someday that it's wonderful besides. But Paul says, "Marry." Don't burn with lust. Don't 

sin in your heart and mind. Marry. But marry in the Lord; marry a fellow believer in the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

And finally, because not one of us can do any of these things of ourselves, your calling is 

to pray! Pray for the Holy Spirit that He may guide you in your life of dating and courting. Pray 

that He may strengthen you in the midst of powerful temptations and hold you faithful. And that 

He may lead you in finding a proper mate for the rest of your life. In the power of the Spirit you 



can redeem the time, and through the power of prayer you can live chastely, whether in single 

life or in holy wedlock.    Thank you! 
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