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 How do we know in what field we are called to labor? A student nurse asks this question 

in the following way. She believed that it was God’s will for her to enter the field of nursing, but 

there are many things which now have arisen to make her question whether she has placed her 

will above that of God’s. 

 In the first place, she finds that all of her instructors are worldly men and women, who 

easily take God’s name in vain. Most of the students she finds are the same. And she finds this is 

making it increasingly difficult to live the Christian life. 

 Yet, on the other hand, while she questions continuing on in nursing, she feels that there 

are many of God’s children who become ill. And implied is the fact that a Christian nurse could 

be a strength as a means of God to them. 

 The problem indeed is a complex one, which in such a letter as this, cannot be thoroughly 

answered. My first advice is to talk these things over with your parents and pastor. And consider 

these talks with much prayer in your soul. 

 However, I shall attempt to reflect on some of the questions raised. In the first place, our 

God does not write His will for us on the ceiling of our bedroom, so that all of a sudden we know 

exactly what we are to do in any one occasion or even of a life calling. And thus, it is indeed true 

that we must struggle with the questions of whether it be God’s will or mine. Because of the 

flesh, it is often that we seek our own will, and then try to rationalize our way to be one that is 

really God’s way. Hence the child of God in the way of much prayer must consider his own 

reasons for undertaking any way of life. In doing this, it is important that the Bible becomes 

worn by our study for it is our guide in life’s pathway, graciously given us by our Lord. While 

this may seem difficult or hard to discern, nevertheless, we have the promise of God that He will 

graciously and perfectly lead us, whithersoever we shall go. And He will give His children grace 

to submit to His will. 

 With respect to some of your specific questions and remarks; in the first place, the child 

of God is a stranger and pilgrim in this life-it is as such that Peter addresses the church of Christ 

in his first epistle. This means that we live in a world that stands opposed to God, and as we take 

up vocations in the midst of this world, it is often that we stand almost alone or actually alone in 

the place we must work. The point being, that even if we work in a factory or as a secretary, etc. 

–the largest portion of those who surround us stand in carnal enmity towards God. This is not 

alone true of nursing. 

 Also in this connection it, therefore, becomes very difficult and the temptations are great 

to compromise our Christian faith and walk. The Lord does not make the child of God's life easy 

in terms of the flesh. But we have the promise of our God that He faithfully shall sustain His 

children in that battle of faith. And, if indeed God calls you to labor in the field of nursing, He 

shall also sustain you in your faith.  

 Yet there are things which we should consider concerning the question, whether we are 

called to a particular field of labor. Not every Christian can enter the field of nursing, or dairy 

farming, etc. It certainly is a work of necessity, which is right before God to be a dairy farmer, 

and to milk cows on Sunday. Nonetheless, for myself personally, I don't believe I could have 



ever been a dairy farmer. It would detract too much from the day of rest, that in my particular 

frailties I so deeply need. Or to be a nurse and of needs dwell in the midst of so much ungodly 

philosophy, amongst so many ungodly co-workers; and on top of this to be absent from several 

worship services in any one month, for me, this would be next to impossible. The reason is that 

for my faith to be sustained, because of my weakness I have need of the spiritual feeding of 

Christ to the fullest measure He makes possible. This is not to say that if God forced me by 

persecution or froward government to be separated from regular preaching, Bible study, etc. that 

I believe I would fall. No! I have His promise that He would then surely also sustain me. But I 

have the assurance of God, that it is not my portion to willingly choose this way, but in my 

weakness it is needful to be in a way that will not separate me from His Word preached, nor 

keep me in contact so directly with the world. In other words, what I am saying in this above 

paragraph is that it will take a very strong faith to labor in the field of nursing. For there are 

many temptations that will be too great for some. Of course, there is trial and temptation in any 

field of labor, even in the blessed calling of being a house-wife, but they are of a different nature. 

Not all of us have the spiritual strength to truly walk as a faithful Christian nurse, lawyer, or 

minister, etc. These things it behooves us before God in prayer to consider.  

 Finally, I would mention one other point you raise, that being that God's children become 

sick and the Christian nurse would be a blessing to them. This indeed would be a rich blessing 

for the Christian nurse, to be able to bring spiritual comfort to those that are suffering physical 

distress. However, remember that through your nursing duties, you shall also be caring for the 

enemies of God. And that through the means of your labors, they are sustained in life, who will 

destroy your faith and that of God's people, if at all possible. Therefore, your labor of love with 

them shall be a means of God for their greater damnation. This we must also face honestly for 

the glory of our God. 

 Of course, I have not specifically given you an answer to what you should do. I can’t do 

this. It is a matter of reflecting on some of these things and many other factors in the way of 

prayer and with Christ’s Word, and God shall assure you of His will. May He give us all grace to 

so spiritually consider our life’s calling before Him. 
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