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 Have you ever paused during the busy activities of the school day to observe what is 

happening around you? Do this sometime. If we are observant, we will soon find that there are many 

ways in which our fellow students demonstrate by their behavior the attitudes they have toward 

covenant instruction. It will soon become evident which of us appreciate our instruction and are 

thankful for the schools God has given us. I would like to make a few observations about our 

attitudes as they relate to our covenant Christian schools. 

 What is an attitude? An attitude can be defined as a behavior representative of a feeling or 

conviction, or behavior expressive of an opinion. Let us look at this definition briefly. First of all, it 

says that an attitude is seen in our behavior. Behavior is our outward acts and involves those actions 

that are seeable, fearable, and perceivable to the senses of others. Secondly, behavior is 

representative of a feeling not perceivable by others because it is from within us. It is from the heart 

or the inner man that feelings and opinions arise. These feelings which are not discernible to others 

are manifest in our behavior. The point is that the behavior of a person will tell us much about his 

attitude.  
 Let us apply this definition of attitude to ourselves as covenant young people. God has given 

us the blessed privilege of being chosen by Him to be conformed to the image of His Son through the 

operation of His Holy Spirit in us. "For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be 

conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren." Romans 

8:29. A spiritual ethical change has taken place within us. We were by nature dead in sin, but we are 

now dead to sin. We have put off the old man with his deeds and have put on the new man. We must, 

therefore, show in every aspect of our life this change that has taken place within us. Luke 6:43-45 

must be the abiding principle guiding us in our lives. "For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; 

neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of 

thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes. A good man out of the good 

treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his 

heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh”. 

 The idea I would like us to remember is that the way we behave is definitely a reflection of 

what is in our heart. Our behavior, therefore, as it reflects what is in our heart is a mirror of whether 

we hate God or love Him. By the operation of the Spirit within us, we now love God and this love is 

going to reflect itself in our attitudes toward all things. 

 Since the motivating force in our lives is love toward God, we will esteem highly the 

blessings that He gives us as His covenant children. We do this because we know that the blessings 

He gives us are always signs of His favor, and if used properly are always designed to bring us into 

closer covenant fellowship with Him. 

 Our covenant Christian schools are just such blessings of God given to us in His grace. These 

schools have been given to us through our God-fearing parents for the purpose of instructing us in the 

fear of the Lord. Our parents at our baptism took upon themselves the solemn duty to instruct us in 

God's fear. This is the obligation which God placed upon them in Ephesians 6:4, "And ye fathers, 

provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." 

God in His grace continues to give them the means with which to provide us with schools. 

 What must be our attitude toward the schools which God in His goodness has given to us 

through our parents? We must not forget what we have said earlier; all our life must be permeated by 

the renewal that has been wrought in us by the Spirit of God. We realize, therefore, that instruction is 



a necessary part of our life as a child of God. God has commanded us to know Him, and as His 

children we respond by eagerly seeking to know more about him. Therefore, we gladly follow the 

admonition given to us in Proverbs 1:8, "My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not 

the law of thy mother:" and Proverbs 4:1, "Hear ye, children, the instruction of a father, and attend to 

know understanding. " 
 This attitude will reflect itself in many ways. First of all, we will be thankful for our schools 

and teachers. Since prayer is the chief part of our thankfulness, they will be the subject of our 

prayers. We will also be thankful for covenant homes into which we have the blessed privilege of 

being born and raised, homes which have seen the need for God-centered instruction. It has always 

warmed my heart to hear students pray for their parents and teachers, and who are thankful for 

their school. Parents and teachers need our prayers also because they are weak and sinful. By praying 

for'them, we are demonstrating our concern that they receive God's help in the great responsibility 

they have in our instruction. 

 Secondly, our attitude will be reflected in how we seek after knowledge. Seeking to know is 

one of the important aspects of instruction. We must seek after knowledge as if it were the most 

important thing we do. Not just any knowledge, but central to our knowledge is God. To know God 

and His works is the principle part of our instruction. This implies that instruction has a spiritual 

foundation. We are not getting an education just to get a position, or to be able to act intelligently, or 

to get rich. The sole purpose of our education is to know God and fear Him, and thereby be more fit 

instruments in His hand for use in His kingdom. This means that we will vigorously pursue 

knowledge by doing the most possible work rather than the least possible, thereby showing we have 

purpose to our education. 

 In the third place, we show by the way we use our abilities that we have a proper attitude. I 

am reminded of the parable of the talents in this connection. To some of us God has given much and 

to some of us less; but the command we have is to use what we have been given to God's glory. And 

further, each must seek the well-being of the church as the body of Christ as he used his abilities. The 

body functions best when each is performing to the best of his ability that which God has given him 

the talents to perform. We must also show care and concern for one another's well-being. This means 

that we help one another spiritually and intellectually. We joyfully bear one another"^ burdens. 

 Finally, we must respect the purpose of the school which we attend. Its purpose is spiritual; 

that is, training us in the way that we should go in the fear of the Lord. By our attitude, we must show 

we love this purpose and are thankful that there is a school that still instructs with this purpose in 

mind. We must let our friends know, let our parents know, and let the world know that we see the 

need for the covenant instruction we receive. Then we are truly letting our light shine as in Matthew 

5:16, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven." 

 The promise for a proper attitude is that God will bless our efforts in school and also the 

efforts of our parents who in love have given us the blessed heritage of covenant instruction. We will 

be stalwart sons and daughters who will be intellectually and spiritually equipped to meet the enemy 

in the gate. We will be able to teach the blessed heritage we have to our children in the generations 

following. 

 In conclusion, let us not trust in our own strength, but let us pray to God to direct our 

attitudes for we have a faithful Mediator Who can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. He has 

sent His Comforter, the Spirit of Christ Who will direct us in the way of all truth. "Trust in the Lord with 

all thine heart and learn not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He 

shall direct thy paths.” Proverbs 35-6. 
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