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 “A man who has many friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that 

sticketh closer than a brother.”  Proverbs 18:24 

 “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.”  

Proverbs 27:6 

 

 The Bible has some things to say about who our friends are, and what constitutes real 

friendship in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 When we ask the question: “Who are my friends?” we might merely have in mind that we 

make a count of them, tell exactly which young man or young woman is our friend at the present 

moment. And, in thus doing, you might assume that he is your friend or that she is your friend 

simply because you have rather close association with them. However, when ask who our friend 

is, we might have in mind the deeper and more profound question: Is this person with whom I 

associate really a friend in the Scriptural and profound sense of the word. And this latter we 

have here in mind! 

 Who are my friends? 

 It ought to be very clear that not every acquaintance is a friend. We might look at this 

matter from the point of view of experience. In the Bible, David complains about one, who was 

not really his friend, who had turned against him. Thus we read in Psalms 41:9, “Yea, mine own 

familiar friend (the man of my peace, in Hebrew) in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, 

hath lifted up his heel (magnified) against me.” There is ever an Ahithophel with whom the true 

child of God has to contend in this life. The worst kind of friends heave you in the lurch when 

you need them most. They only were near to you when they could use you for their own selfish 

purpose and ends. Every acquaintance is not a friend with whom you can confide your secrets. 

Many will betray you and me. Yet there is a friend who sticketh closer than a brother! 

 Who really are my friends? Perhaps we might turn this around and ask the question: 

Whose friend am I? When Jesus’ listeners ask in rather unbelieving vein; Who is my neighbor 

whom I must love, then Jesus turns this around in the parable of the “Good Samaritan” and asks 

the question: Who was a neighbor to the man who fell amongst thieves? Whose neighbor, whose 

friend are you? This places the matter of our choosing of friends on a higher level than the purely 

natural likeness. It requires spiritual affinity of mind and heart in the Lord. Such it is at bottom! 

Make no mistake about it! True friendship is a relationship which even death cannot take away! 

It is eternal! 

 Let us try to understand this a bit in depth. 

 When you turn the Bible (and that is where we must go!), we notice that the term 

“Friend” in Hebrew is from the verb “ahab” which means to love. It is the opposite of to hate. A 

friend is a lover. This is not mere erotic love of the sexes as taught by the Greeks and the modern 

day pagan America in which we live, and as written about and portrayed in every wicked dive 

and cheap drug store on the newsstands. But this is the “love” which is rooted in God; God is 

love! This is the love of God revealed in Christ’s death and resurrection, and which is shed 

abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. The Bible joins a friend and lover in the church very 



close to each other. In David’s deep affliction, he cries, “My lovers and my friends stand aloof 

from my sore, and my neighbors stand afar off.” (Psalm 38:11).  

 And again, “Lover and friend hast thou put far from me, and mine acquaintances into 

darkness.” (Psalm 88:18). 

 How profoundly spiritual and eternal true friendship in the Bible is we notice from the 

teaching of Scripture concerning Abraham in his covenant relationship to God, as a believer 

saved by grace. This Abraham believed God with a faith which works by love. Love was the 

very life’s energy of Abraham’s faith whereby he was justified and accounted righteous before 

God. (Genesis 15: 5, 6). This is interpreted by James constituting the bond of friendship with 

God. (James 2:23). Abraham is called in the Bible subsequently “A Friend of God.” (II 

Chronicles 20:7). It is the great prophet Isaiah who writes of Abraham when he says, “But thou, 

Israel art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend.” Here it is the 

LORD himself, who calls Abraham His friend in His eternal covenant of friendship. God 

confided His secrets to Abraham concerning the destiny of the Church and of the wicked world. 

(Genesis 18:17-19). God makes His secrets known to His friend, that he may tell it to his 

children in their generations. The secret mysteries of the Kingdom of God makes known to those 

who fear Him and love Him; to these He will shew the secret life of covenant faithfulness. 

(Psalms 25:15). Such is the eternal friendship of the relationship of God with man! We must 

learn to live profoundly spiritual and Biblically! This we must do, else we shall never understand 

that there is a “friend who sticketh closer than a brother”!  

 This matter of spiritual friendship is underscored and taught by Jesus Himself in the night 

in which He was betrayed, in His last address to His beloved disciples, seated at the table of the 

Lord. Here He tells the disciples that He is relating to them some of the most intimate secrets of 

the heart of God His Father. These secrets are God’s plan and purpose in His Covenant and 

kingdom with His own elect Church and people, His “friends,” His lovers! Says Jesus, “Greater 

love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye 

do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call you not servants, but I have called you friends; 

for all things that I have heard of my Father. I have made known unto you.” (John 15:13-15). 

Truly, here we have some real teaching on true friendship of the love of God. 

 This all points up, that, shall we have real friends on earth; we must be friends in the 

Lord. Outside of the Lord there is not any real, lasting friendship1 Many of the youthful and 

childhood acquaintances prove not to be of lasting character; they do not answer to the touch-

stone, that there "is a friend who sticketh closer than a brother." Let it never be forgotten that 

truly being friends of each other implies that we both know the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, as o 

w friend, and that His friendship is our first commitment; it is the relationship which determines 

all other relationships. In this relationship, our true friends will at times "wound" us, rebuke us, 

convict us of our sins. They will not shower us with a flood of Judas' kisses, which caused Jesus 

to say, "Judas, betrayest thou the Son of Man with a kiss?" No, the wounds of a friend are 

faithful friendship, while the kisses of an enemy are deceitful! Let us not be deceived, young 

people. 

 When we are “friends in the Lord” then are both controlled by the Lord’s law and will to 

us. Says Jesus, “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatever I command you.” (John 15:14). These are 

Jesus’ lover-friends, as is evident from Jesus words. “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 

(John 14:14). Here both walk the straight and narrow way which leads to life. Few there be that 

find it and that look for friends on this way in which the gate is strait and the way is narrow! 

They find friends here where they look for them and seem them out. How shall two walk 



together in intimate friendship lest they agree where to walk? Tell me who your friends are, and 

you will be telling me who you are! 

 Yes, James thunders it in our ears, does he not, when he says,”Ye adulterers and 

adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whoso, therefore, 

will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” (James 4:4). Is the world your and my friend? 

You can tell the worldly unbelievers your secrets about your new and living relationship with 

God your Friend? Come, Come! You know better, don’t’ you? Don’t you feel strangely out of 

place when you come in the gathering of the wicked, who know not God; the wicked within the 

circle of those who claim to worship God? God has made His secrets of salvation known to you, 

has He not? He has inscribed it in your heart, and caused your inmost being to thrill with the joy 

of salvation and of the forgiveness of sins? And now walk with the scoffers? Court with them? 

Marry them? Be unequally yoked with unbelievers? Perish the thought! 

 There is in the Bible the beautiful friendship of David and Jonathan. After David slew 

Goliath, Jonathan did not merely admire his bravery, but he become a lover of David, his lasting 

friend. We read, “The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him 

as his own soul.” Jonathan would lay down his life for his friend, David. Later this becomes 

evident. This friendship endures the test. Are not the parting words of Jonathan and David, “Go 

in peace, for as much as we have sworn both of us in the name of the LORD, saying, the LORD 

be between me and thee, between my seed and thy seed forever.” What a parting of friends in the 

Lord! Here vows are made and performed. Ah, how much is this not the case also in our lives. 

Friends with whom we make vows to keep them: Thy God is my God, thy people are my 

people…. This is promissory of solid marriages and eternal friends in the heavens. (Ruth 1:16, 

17, 18; Luke 16:19). 

 Who are my friends? Now the question presses us to give the biblical answer of faith in 

the covenant of God, with Abraham, God’s friend. It is not any more: Who are my friends, but, 

What kind of people really constitute friends in the Lord. 

 Are these your friends before the face of God? 

 Yes, there is a friend which sticketh closer than a brother! 
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