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 By nature we all selfish people; and we would have to admit, if just to ourselves, that we 

normally live for ourselves and not the brother. We tend to place the importance on what our 

wants and desires are. If we were to rate our needs as opposed to those around us, I am afraid 

that ours would come first, in order of importance. 

 But, have you ever stopped and given any thought to the responsibilities that you, as a 

born again Child of God, have toward the church around you. Not just your brothers and sisters, 

mother and father, but the entire sphere of the membership of the church where you are member. 

 In fact, we really have no choice in this regard; love for each other is demanded of us by 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. John 15:12, “This is my commandment. That ye love one 

another, I have loved you.” So you see the importance of expressing this love. By showing this 

love toward your fellow saints, we are testifying first of all in our love for the truth of God’s 

Word; and secondly in our love for Jesus, for the work of Salvation which we have experienced 

in our own hearts, and which we have seen in the lives of fellow believers. 

 As followers of Christ, our lives must constantly reflect this love for the brother, 

regardless of who he is in the church. There can be no respect of persons in our hearts. And I am 

afraid that especially with you, the youth of the church, there is perhaps a tendency to forget 

about the old saints. Now I will admit that “old saints” includes quite a broad range of people. 

It’s possible that some of you might consider anyone over forty years of age to be an old person. 

However, whether these be widows or widowers, or couples who are shut in by reason of 

advanced age, or perhaps just saints who are lonely; they must not be forgotten. 

 Even though I am not familiar with all of our churches, I feel somewhat safe in saying 

that in your church right now you can think of someone who fits in this area in the church 

membership. 

 In the past, some of our young people societies have visited these people. Traditionally, 

the young people will visit these older members around the holiday season. The idea is to convey 

to them that the youth of the church does indeed care about them. And from the success of this 

practice, it should be continued. But it would be a serious mistake on our part to assume that this 

is enough. How can we say that we have loved fellow saints enough? The idea is that we can 

never sit back and say that now we have done enough for Christ and His Kingdom. To visit a rest 

home at Christmas time is not enough. To visit each older member with a fruit basket at 

Thanksgiving is not enough. 

 We can confess that we do indeed love Jesus, and that we are born again. But this is a 

dead faith unless it expresses itself in a true life and in true Christian activities. James 2:17, 18, 

and 20. “Even so faith, if it hath not works is dead being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast 

faith, and I have works; show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by 

my works. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?” 

 There have been times when I was called upon to visit some of these people in the 

congregation; and it was with a certain amount of nervous anticipation that I went. You find 

yourself saying, what will we talk about? What do we have in common? But more times than 

not, you find yourself completely overcome by the charm of the people you visit. Each is 



different, but you have that common bond of faith that runs through your hearts. And it is quite 

often the case that you receive a blessing from them when you expected no more than a wasted 

evening. 

 You, as young people, can fill a unique role in the church by paying attention to these 

older members. There is nothing quite to welcome to them as a visit from young people. 

 There are so many things that you as an individual can do for these older people. But I 

think that the most impact would come from the young people as a whole. It is the following of 

safety in numbers that would make the difference. It may be asking a lot of to expect a young 

person to visit a shut-in by himself, but if the entire society were involved it would give any 

attempt a good push. 

 There seems to be so many things that the youth could do; and what your society does 

would depend primarily on the needs of your church as you see them. It need not be much, 

perhaps just sending out birthday cards to each individual would do. Or you could go as far as 

preparing taped messages from the society. These could include the singing of a few psalter 

numbers and perhaps one member reading a portion of Scripture. 

 It would be such a terrible waste in the church if we had no appreciation for what the 

older generations have accomplished. They have preserved the truth so that by God’s grace we 

may carry that truth forward and in turn teach it to our children.  

 The world would just as soon be rid of any responsibility regarding the older generation. 

They have no time or concern for them. This should never be the case for us, the Church. With 

the love of Jesus in our hearts, there can be nothing less for all true disciples of Jesus than to love 

one another. 
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