
Faith not of Man, but of God 

Rev. Robert Harbach 

 
 The infallibly inspired Word of God at Ephesians 6:23 reads, “Peace to the brethren, and 

love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” The text, as just read from the 

trusty King James Version of 1611 is so plain a child can understand it. If you care to check it, 

and can read the Dutch language, it is just as clear and plain in the Staten Bible of 1618. As to 

content, the text is so rich and profound that we cannot now treat it in depth. But a cursory notice 

will reveal that these words are not a command, like “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ!” Nor are 

they an exhortation as, “Seek peace and pursue it.” Rather, we have an unconditional promise 

from God: “Peace! To the brothers! And love…!” It is God speaking peace into being for them 

and ordaining the gift of faith for them. Notice what else is promised: “love with faith.” That’s 

why one man says, “I believe all in the Bible,” and another says, “I believe nothing!” How is it 

that we have this difference between one man believing and another not? Most modern 

evangelists have answered. All men have faith. They just do not have it in their own faith and put 

it in Christ; put their trust in Him. But in 2 Thessalonians 3:2, the Scripture says, “All men have 

not faith.” Then it cannot be that everybody has faith, and therefore, one need only put his trust 

in the Lord. 

 How would you answer this question? “Are all men, then, as they perished in Adam, 

saved by Christ?” What do you think of this answer? “No, only those who are ingrafted into 

Him, and receive all His benefits by a true faith.” The answer is quite in harmony with the 

Bible’s claim that all men who do have faith. Where did they get it? Our text answers, “with faith 

from God.” This is classically confirmed in the words, “By grace are ye saved through faith, and 

that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are 

His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:8, 9). The proximate cause of a man’s 

faith is as expressed in John 3:27, “A man can receive nothing except it be given him from 

heaven.” God gives faith from heaven. The ultimate cause of a man’s faith goes back to eternity. 

“As many as were ordained to eternal life believed” (Acts 13:48). Well, then, a certain number of 

men (the elect) have faith ordained for them. The origin of their faith is not from themselves, but 

from the sovereign, eternal ordination of God. The means through which God produces this faith 

in history and time is the preaching of the gospel. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God” (Romans 10:17), and that word preached. That is a true church which takes its 

position on “the word of faith which we preach”. 

 We Christians are partakers of all of Christ’s blessings by faith only. That pardoned 

sinner who in penitence and thankfulness came to Jesus and anointed His feet received the 

blessing of forgiveness precisely through faith. The Lord’s comforting word to her was “Thy 

faith hath saved thee: go in peace” (Luke 7:50). Where did her faith come from? Certainly “thy 

faith” cannot mean it came from the woman herself. Faith is not from self or man, but from 

heaven. God reserves to Himself the giving of faith. “For unto you it is given in behalf of 

Christ…to believe on Him” (Philippians 1:29). Empty earthen vessels we are until God works 

faith in us to will and to do His good pleasure. Faith presupposes regeneration. For the 

unregenerate do not believe. Impossible it is for the spiritually dead sinner to exercise what he 

does not have, faith, to believe. Man by nature is in a state of unbelief. His unbelief is from 

himself. His faith is from God, as the text says, "and ... faith from God..." Love and faith are not 



plants native, but exotic to man. They are not of man's planting or growing. If they were then 

would come to pass the Lord's word, "Every plant which My heavenly Father hath not planted 

shall be rooted up" (Matthew 15:13).  

Then what kind of thinking or theology is that which supposes any and every man has it 

within his power to believe or not to believe? It should be plain from Scripture that men in their 

natural fallen state are free only to continue in unbelief. For we read, "they believed not on Him." 

In fact, the question is, "Lord, who hath believed?" 

As for blinded and hardened sinners, "they could not believe" (John 12:37-39). So then, men as 

they are born are faithless. If they come to God as they are 

born, they come to Him without faith. They come to God in a manner not at all pleasing to Him, 

"for without faith it is impossible to please Him." This promise, you see, is the promise of peace, 

love and faith. Peace God does not promise all men. For "there is no peace, saith my God, to the 

wicked. (They) are like the troubled sea which cannot rest." Peace is promised God's people: 

"Peace be with you all who are in Christ Jesus" (I Peter 5:14). "Peace to the brethren! Means 

"peace to the elect, to the Israel of God," peace to those who are and ever shall remain living 

members of the Church, the Body of Christ.  

But if we are brethren, then we already have faith "from God the Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ". Faith is not produced of the operation of man, but "of the operation of God" 

(Philippians 2:12).  

With so much Pelagianism in the world, most people would think that God, in giving us 

faith, first makes us with a kind of neutrality in which we are neither believers nor unbelievers, 

neither full of faith nor faithless, but are prepared with a sort of equilibrium between the two, so 

that then we may believe the gospel, if we are so disposed. After God gives us a mind and will so 

wholly objective and indifferent, we may then consent to His proposals on our own and go 

forward by ourselves, in our own choices by our own power. This, too, fits in very piously with 

the scientific method of the age. But Scripture knows nothing of such humanistic dreaming. For 

God in giving us faith so gives us the ability to believe and to persevere in faith. God gives every 

spiritual ability to go forward, to be established in grace and to continue in the perseverance of 

the saints until He brings us infallibly to glory. 

 The popular modem conception that faith originates with man is not worked up out of the 

Bible mine, but is a wraith of the imagination. Faith is "from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ". This means that for God the Father to do us any good, we must go to His Son, the Lord 

Jesus Christ for that good. No man comes unto the Father but through Him. He sovereignly 

bestows the mercy of the gift of faith upon whom He will. He, the Lord Jesus Christ, has all 

authority in heaven and in earth. In Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. If any 

man lack wisdom, or faith, let him ask of God. through Christ, who gives to all men who 

ask Him, liberally. Nor is He annoyed by your asking, and so will not upbraid you. be severe 

with you, for daring to petition the only One who can furnish you with the saving good of true 

faith. 

 Do you have faith in the Lord? Then you do not boast that you are able of yourself to do 

something toward your own salvation. For then you have learned that He does not save you in 

part, to let you save yourself the rest of the way. Faith says, He does it all. You are not a half 

savior and Jesus a half-savior. So that between the two of you heaven reached will be the result. 

No, and it's that the Lord gives your own effort toward heaven a dash of grace, without which 

you could not make it. Faith rejects all that Semi-Pelagianism. There is no room for praising God 

for salvation only in part, as half or more of the praise must go to self! There is no place for 



dividing the crown of glory with Him, to leave Him with half a crown or less. But if you come to 

God with nothing but faith alone, then you surely will delight to sing, "Not the labors of my 

hands Can fulfil Thy laws demands ... All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou 

alone. Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to Thy cross I cling!" Amen. 

 (Prayer) Lord God and heavenly Father, prepare our hearts with faith and humility, that 

we may attribute all of being saved to Thy power and majesty, and to the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. To Him alone we give the praise, as He deserves. We take our refuge not in any creature-

power, but in that one satisfaction to Thy offended justice made upon the Cross by the death and 

passion of Christ our only Savior. Amen. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 38 No 2, April 1979 

 

 


