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 As another New Year has begun, we reflect on the past year, and wonder about the New 

Year ahead.  For some, depending on their view of life, the past year was termed “progress.”  

Others are happy to be rid of the old year because of past frustrations.  We must understand that 

the New Year will be more of the same old life:  a struggle.  Pilgrims and strangers we are, never 

feeling quite “at home” here – not too comfortable.” 

 We look ahead into the year – the last seemed to slip away so rapidly, but this year has a 

promise of seeming longer, at least looking ahead it does.  So we make our plans and maybe 

even make a “resolution.”  An uneasiness nags at us, however, for we question whether or not 

this is a proper thing for pilgrims to do.  Should we not be optimistic about what the New Year 

will bring?  But should we be preachers of “gloom and doom?”  This year has to be better than 

the last.  (Last year was “the pits.”) 

 There is proverb that can guide us, as we continue life’s pilgrim journey.  A warning, 

although not negative:  dare we call it Godly optimism? 

 “Boast not thyself or tomorrow; for thou know not what a day may bring forth.” 

Proverbs 27: 1 

 To boast is to express either by word or by deed, with pride and conceit, what one intends 

to accomplish either for himself or for another, apart from having any help. 

 We find in boast the sin of covetousness.  The boastful person covets certain power and 

authority which would enable him to determine the course of events for the future.  Not 

necessarily a selfish person outwardly, the boastful attempts to deceive himself and others by 

applying his covetous ways toward “helping” his brother.  With pride, he tells of how he did this 

or that in order to enhance the brothers position in life. 

 Listen, Young Pilgrim, to what the Scriptures have to say about boasting.  The Apostle 

Paul teaches us that the law of faith excludes boasting.  Romans 3:27.  James teaches us what it 

is that we should speak concerning tomorrow.  “If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this or 

that.”  Cf.  James 4: 13-15.  Also our Lord taught that we should “take no thought” concerning 

food, drink, or raiment; rather “seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.”  

Matthew 6: 27-34. 

 Now, each of these has this in common:  the element of faith!  We understand that “faith 

is the bond which unites the believer to Christ.”  In this established unity there is no room for 

boasting, apart from Christ!  We have nothing whereof we can boast save in the cross of Christ.  

The covetousness, which is an element of human boasting, is the appropriation of power or 

authority which belongs to God alone!  The boastful must remember that he is only creature and 

the Creator, Sustainer, determines the events of life in creation.  The boast of the creature is the 

Creator. 

 But, Young Pilgrim, the Proverb speaks of the “tomorrow.”  What is in a day?  Consider 

such statements as “nothing went right today” or “everything I did went sour.”  This type of 

remark is common among us.  Even if you yourself, Young Pilgrim, would not say such things, 

no doubt you hear such declarations through the course of a day or week.  Plainly, such 

statements reveal dissatisfaction, discontentment, and frustration with the way in which God 

leads. 



 As we are led through our earthly pilgrimage, are we in a position to evaluate completely 

our situation?  Israel did that.  Israel had not yet reached the Red Sea after the exit from Egypt 

when the people (pilgrims) evaluated their situation.  “For it had been better for us to serve the 

Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness.”  Exodus 14: 12. 

 Young Pilgrim, when we boast ourselves of tomorrow and events do not happen as we 

think they should, and then let us understand that God’s ways are higher than our ways!  We are 

called to live in the service of our Lord.  That is why we call Him “our Lord.”  He has redeemed 

us and made us His own so that we belong to Him and we are His possession! 

 We pray daily (we do, don’t we?) “Thy will be done.”  By this prayer we understand that 

our own wills must be discarded and we must become submissive to our Lord’s will.  Without 

complaint we resolve to walk in His way as Young Pilgrims. 

 His way becomes our boast! 

 May God bless your pilgrimage tomorrow and in the year ahead. 
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