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A new house is being built. The foundations have been poured and the house is under 

construction. Already the house is beginning to take shape. The builders are busy: the mason is 

carefully laying another course of brick, the carpenters have nailed together the studs and lifted 

the walls, the plumber works in the basement sweating the pipe joints which will soon supply 

water to the kitchen and washrooms, the electrician is carefully planning where he will situate 

the circuit breakers, the switches and plugs. The future owners of this house are with joy slowly 

perusing the progress which is taking place. They speak with one another of the carpeting, 

curtains and tile that will put the finishing touches on their house. That was one day. 

The next day we look for the house and all we find is a pile of rubble. No builders are seen; 

all is silent. We then pick up our newspaper and read: Tornado rips through city demolishing all 

in its path. 

We are looking back in history upon a mighty city fortified with wide, strong walls. It is 

evening. We find that the day shift of watchmen who stand upon these walls are now being 

replaced by the night watchmen. These replacements rub their eyes for they have just awoken. It 

is their turn now to stand upon the walls of the city to guard the city against enemies. 

Suddenly the valley about the city is filled with the light of a thousand torches and the foe is 

upon the city in a heartbeat. The watchman begins to cry out the warning, but his cry is cut short 

by an arrow piercing his neck. The next morning the city is laid waste having been overcome by 

the foe. The watchman had awakened in vain. 

In these accounts, any mention of God is left out. Do you understand the truth of God which 

they express? The answer lies in this: in that tornado, in the assault of the enemy upon that city, 

we see the Hand of God at work. These were not mere happenings of chance or of a cold cruel 

fate. These are examples of the truth of God’s Word as it is expressed in Psalm 127:1, “Except 

Jehovah build the house, they labor in vain that build it: except Jehovah keep the city the 

watchman waketh but in vain.’’ The central truth which this verse expresses to us is exactly this: 

everything that takes place in the creation and in the history of this world, whether that history be 

in the palaces of kings or in our own personal lives, is directed, controlled and upheld by God. 

That truth is known as God’s providence. The Heidelberg Catechism defines God’s providence 

as “the almighty and everywhere present power of God whereby as it were by His hand, He 

upholds and governs heaven, earth, and all creatures so that ... all things come not by chance but 

by His fatherly hand.’’ That means that everything that takes place in our life as well as every 

creature’s life depends entirely upon God. What God wills, He performs. Take our examples 

again; if God had not sent a tornado, could He not have sent a flood or a fire? Could not God 

have taken away the health or even the life of any one or every one of those builders? Surely 

except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it. Or again, could not God have 

sent a plague upon that city and slain its inhabitants? Could He not have rained fire and 

brimstone upon it as He did upon Sodom and Gomorrah? Except the Lord keep the city, the 

watchman waketh but in vain. The fact of the matter is, God controls and upholds all things. 

Remove His almighty Hand for just one infinitesimal of a second and the universe would perish. 

“He’s got the whole world in His Hand!’’ All of the efforts you and I put forth to accomplish a 

certain end, to reach a certain goal, are vain, empty, worth nothing if God does not prosper them. 



We understand how very, very weak is the arm of flesh! We can do nothing apart from the 

sovereign will of our God! 

We must always bear in mind the words of Solomon in this Psalm. Are we busy with our 

labors at work, at school or in the home? It is the Lord who keeps us in all that we do. If He did 

not, our labors would be in vain. Are we planning to make a move in the future? It is the Lord 

Who builds. All our plans are subject to His. 

Especially is this true in the home. It seems as if Solomon has the family in mind when he 

pens these words. If we were to relate this verse specifically to that idea, perhaps we could read it 

as follows: Except Jehovah build a godly family, the parents labor in vain: except Jehovah keep 

them and their children, these parents wake up each day in vain. Have you ever given much 

thought to that? Only when God in His covenant faithfulness builds a godly home and keeps it, 

are the labors of parents therein worthwhile. That does not mean that parents may have the 

attitude that it does not matter whether they labor or not, their labors are of no use anyway. 

Solomon does not say that. Solomon does not say that Jehovah will Himself build the house and 

keep the city, and that, therefore, there is no need for builders and watchmen. Solomon says that 

except God give the strength, wisdom and ability, their labors are vain. Parents 

are called to labor diligently as spiritual builders and watchmen in the home. They must instruct, 

encourage, admonish and chasten their children. That is their calling. 

Solomon’s point is that if in all of this, these parents fail to rely upon Jehovah, then their 

labors are useless. A parent can love, instruct, and admonish all he wants; but if he does so apart 

from God, his labors are vain. A parent can teach his child to go through all the motions of 

religion - to love his parents, to go to church, etc. - but if that parent does not depend on God to 

bless his labors, then his labors are empty. Instruction in itself does not save; God alone saves. 

Parents, therefore, in all their instruction must be deeply conscious of their dependency upon 

God. God builds the house; He keeps the city. I must teach my children to love and know 

Jehovah and rely upon Him even as I do. I must show my child that faith is much deeper than 

merely going through the motions. I must witness to the fact that faith is utter reliance upon God. 

That means that parents must realize that their every effort is nothing except the Lord bless it. 

When parents rely upon God, then He gives them joy too. God is a faithful Father Who will 

bless parents in their efforts. Not that God promises these parents that He will save all their 

children, but that as they labor He will use their efforts to gather His people. 

Not only must young people remember the truth of Psalm 127:1 in everything that they do, 

but especially as they look for a life’s mate. When young people date they must look for a godly 

person with whom they can establish a future home and family which relies upon Jehovah. God 

blesses our dating only when in it we realize that He uses it to build the church of the future. 

When we finally choose a husband or wife, may it be with this in mind: he or she together with 

me must build a home which looks unto and depends upon Jehovah. Then our labors are not in 

vain. 
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