
Total Death Unto Sin in Christ Jesus 
Rev. G. Lubbers 

 
 

”... sin shall not have dominion in you; ye are not under the law but under grace.” Romans 6:14 

 

The truly Biblical teaching that we are saved by grace alone through faith is often 

misunderstood by God’s people; however, it is wholly despised and misrepresented by those, 

who are utterly adverse to the grace of election, which is unto a new and holy life. 

The truth of our text is written by Paul to bolster a very important admonition and 

exhortation of the Gospel of free grace. In this Gospel-truth we walk in godliness and liberty. 

The exhortation of our text is rooted, first of all, in the objective and completed work of Christ, 

which he performed for us, once and for all, by His atoning death, and by His powerful 

resurrection from the dead as the head of the church. In the power of Christ’s death and 

resurrection we now can, may and do walk in newness of life. Apart from this death and 

resurrection of Christ there is simply no walk in newness of life, the life of heaven and of God’s 

perfected covenant in our hearts. When the Cross of Christ is not preached and his resurrection-

life is not stressed, the tactic assumption that we are under law may not be basic to such 

presentation, but the effect is that the precepts of the gospel are then preached as if we are not 

under grace but that we are still under law! 

Apart from the death and resurrection of Christ we are still with those upon whom the wrath 

of God abides forever. In the preaching of the Ten Commandments our mouths are stopped, and 

we stand then, too, guilty before God, as if Christ had not died. 

However, we are not under law anymore! 

I hear someone say: tell me, preacher, what does it mean to be “under law’’. Negatively, this 

does not mean that you do not need to hear and heed the Ten Words of the covenant, called the 

Decalogue, the Ten Commandments. This must be emphasized. This we must not sell short! The 

reason? I have heard it said very often: then we have antinomianism, that is, we deny that the law 

has normative value and meaning for the life of sanctification. This, however, is a half-truth. It 

says too little and, therefore, it says too much. The truth is that to deny the need of the Ten 

Commandments is really a denial of the grace of election. It is a denial of the plenitude of God’s 

grace which far more abounds, where sin abounded by the added-law. What we often call 

antinomians are really anti-chartists, if I may coin a word. Such deny not really the law, but 

basically they deny the free-gift of grace which is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Those who say: “let us sin that grace may abound’’ do not really have any objection to the 

preaching of the “law’’. Strange as this may sound to our ears: they who say let us sin that grace 

may abound has a profound and deep objection against grace!!! 

They have never tasted the wonder of grace which makes the cry out against the monstrous 

presentation, that grace would be a reason for sinning: God forbid! Such do not know that it 

means to be “under grace” When such advocates of being “under law” open their vile mouths. 

Then Paul himself is the greatest antinomian. To such he shouts: we are not under law but we are 

under grace! 

There are antinomians and antinomians. There are good and bad. 

Paul is a good antinomian, and all who teach what Paul says about our new legal state and 

our new spiritual-ethical condition by sanctifying grace are good antinomians. 



. Paul is against teaching the Pharisaic teaching that justification is by works of law. He 

teaches: no flesh is justified by works of law which we perform. Such are not under grace but are 

under the curse of the law. Paul teaches that we are justified by a righteousness of God which 

was manifested in Christ Jesus, and which is a righteousness which is testified of in the law and 

prophets, the entire Old Testament Scriptures. 

Nowhere do the Scriptures teach that a man is justified before God by works of merit! God 

put all under sin in the one man Adam, by the one transgression; God also gave the free-gift in 

the one Man, Jesus Christ, so that out of many offenses we are brought to justification. 

That is the truth of the Gospel! 

We are not under law but we are under grace. Legally we are under grace by faith through 

the grace of regeneration. We are saved by grace through faith. In this grace of justification we 

have died to sin. Legally, we have been crucified with Christ, our Head and mediator. We are 

represented by Him as our great High-priest, our advocate with the Father. In Christ we have 

established righteousness; we are such by the obedience of Christ, both His passive and active 

obedience. He bore our sin and guilt against our sins, and he has fulfilled the law. It is finished! 

Legally sin shall not have dominion over us. For many years, to my shame, I read these 

words in Rom. 6:14 as if they were a mere exhortation. I read them to say merely: you must fight 

against sin so that it does not have dominion over you. Thanks be to God this text stresses the 

grand truth that we are not under law but under grace. If we were under law sin would have 

dominion over us. We would be under the teaching: the man that doeth the same shall live 

thereby. (Rom. 10:6; Gal. 3:12; Lev. 18:5) But thanks be to God, we are under grace! Grace is 

efficacious. Legally, we are now under the righteousness of God in Christ. We have the right to 

be sons of God, we are justified from sin! The KJV reads: we are “freed from sin”, but the 

marginal note is correct justified from sin”. In God’s court there is no condemnation to those 

who are in Christ, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit. We now stand in legal liberty. 

Sin shall not have dominion over you! 

Legally sin’s dominion is severed forever! 

Legally it is impossible for the man who was once a legal slave of sin, to say I will now walk 

as total-slave to sin, that I may enjoy the freedom of one who is set legally free from slavery. 

God forbid! 

Such is not the attempt of one who is under grace, but such is the careless and profane talk of 

the man who is under sin, and who knows nothing of the justifying grace of election. Such does 

not know what it means to be a free-born son of Sarah! 

But there is more! 

We are also spiritual-ethically under grace and not under law. We now have a delight in the 

law of God after the inward man. Spiritually ethically it is impossible for the Christian to say: I 

will remain in sin that grace may abound. 

He cannot will to remain in sin. A fish cannot will to live out of the water and a salt-water 

fish cannot will to live in fresh mountain streams. A bird cannot wish to burrow in the earth like 

a mole, but must nestle in the branches, and must sing its choicest notes during the mating 

season. Living men and women must breathe in pure air to live. And so a child of God, reborn by 

the power of Christ resurrection unto a new and living hope, must love the law and long to keep 

all of God’s commandments more and more. 

Also as sanctified saints we are under grace!  Mighty grace, renewing transforming grace. 

We cannot in this sense be anti-law (antinomians) nor can we, in so being sanctified, be really 

anti-grace, which abounds the more when sin abounds! Hallelujah! More and more we are 



conformed and renewed after the image of God, and from glory unto glory we are transformed as 

by the- Spirit of the Lord. 

Such is the beautiful implication of the truth: sin shall not have dominion over you! 

Yes, this is a statement of fact. 

It is a strong promise of God who cannot lie! 

But it is stated as a fact-promise which is at the same time giving the lie the sinful inclination 

to make light of the grace of election, to trifle with it is sinful, ungrateful and unconverted walk. 

Years ago I heard a young man say:  I sin the sin of adultery, God 

will forgive me, since I am a believer. He sins lustily, poor fellow. He talked like a spiritual fool. 

And he was! May God give us to heed the implied warning: do not trifle with the grace of 

election. Make your calling and election sure: add to faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to 

knowledge temperance, and to temperance self-control, and to self-control brotherly love, and to 

brotherly love: love to all. Only thus do we make our calling sure, the effectual calling whereby 

we have been translated out of darkness into God’s marvelous light. 

Let no one deceive you with vain talk. 

It is by means of admonitions of the Gospel, Gospel -anchored admonitions, that grace is 

conferred to us! Let this sink deep into your heart! We must not tempt God in the church either 

by separating the admonitions from the Gospel nor must we separate the Gospel from the 

exhortations of the Gospel! That is tempting God in the church. Then His wrath will come upon 

the entire church! God is not mocked! 

God forbid! We will not sin that grace may abound! 

We are not under sin but under grace. 

Sin shall not have dominion over you, young people. 

We are totally justified from sin, and we must become more and more such by faith in our 

life, both justified and sanctified. 

This we become not by the thunder of the “law’’ but by the precepts and exhortations of the 

Gospel! 

Ours is, indeed, total death unto sin in Christ Jesus. What we now live we live by the faith of 

the Son of God, who loved us and gave himself for us in His death and resurrection! 
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