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The question that the staff of Beacon Lights asked me to answer in this issue is one 

whose answer is of great importance to young and old. It has to do with our prayer life, and also 

with our walk of life.  

  The question is, “If I have sin in my heart will God answer my prayer?” And although 

you young people do not yet pray the way you will when the problems and difficulties of life 

become real to you and the responsibility of families and training of children becomes your lot, 

whether God hears and answers your prayers or not is of utmost importance. 

Let me assure you that the prayers of youth are as important in God’s eyes as those of father 

and grandfather. God’s love and concern for the youth of His church is no less than for the aged 

in their supplications and petitions. The measure of God’s love is not determined by age, 

physical stature, scholastic achievements or anything like these. Jesus raised the little daughter of 

Jairus. The little baby Moses was carefully protected and cared for by God. And Jesus rebuked 

His disciples when they forbad mothers to bring their little infants to Him to be blessed by Him. 

And the Word of God was written also for you when the author of the epistle to the Hebrews 

counsels us, “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy, and 

find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:16. 

Now as far as the question is concerned, I do not recall whether over the phone the title or 

exact statement of the question was whether God will hear or will answer our prayers when we 

have sin in the heart. He always hears every prayer. The psalmist in Psalm 94:9 asks, “He that 

planted the ear, shall He not hear?’’ And as far as answering prayers when we have sin in our 

hearts or not is concerned, God always gives an answer. And we must not consider the answer 

No! not to be an answer. I take the question therefore to mean, “Will God answer my prayer by 

giving me what I ask for, when I have sin in my heart. I am not aware of the background of this 

question or the circumstances that gave rise to its being presented to me for an answer. 

I wish that I could give a direct, unequivocal Yes or No to this question, but the more one 

considers it, the more one realizes that there are many facets to it. Taken in its literal form 

without any qualifications, I would have to say that God does answer our prayers when we have 

sin in our hearts. If that were not so, the only prayers that God would hear and answer are those 

of His Holy Son and of His Spirit.  There is not a man who does not have sin in his heart.  In 

Psalm 14:3 we are told, “There is none that doeth good, no not one. And the apostle Paul  

writes in Romans 7:18, “For I know that in me (that is in my flesh) dwells no good thing.” And 

again in Romans 8:7, 8, “Because the carnal (that is the fleshly mind wherewith we were born, J. 

A. H.) is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So 

then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” And if that is not enough, read Genesis 6:5 

where the natural man is described by God Himself with these words, “Every imagination of the 

thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” Note: God speaks here of the heart and uses the 

all-inclusive words every, only and continually. 

If, however, the question now becomes, “If I have a sinful desire in my heart and come to 

God asking Him to give me this evil, will He do so?”, we have an entirely different question. He 

does hear and answer the prayers of His people for Christ’s sake not only, but also because 

through the Spirit of Christ they have been given a new heart that is without sin. See Jeremiah 

24:7 and Ezekiel 11:19, and in the New Testament Hebrews 10:16 and 22. Due, however, to the 

fact that we keep the old nature after being born again with a new heart, there are times when we 



do come to God in prayer with sinful desires in our hearts. To mind comes an incident that took 

place in my high school days at Grand Rapids Christian High — there was only one then on the 

corner of Franklin and Madison, and not the more modern brick building that now stands there—

and, after a pep rally for a basketball game that evening, in the closing prayer the teacher prayed 

that Grand Rapids Christian High might have the victory over Holland Christian High “for Jesus’ 

sake. Amen.” The thought struck me at once, “For Jesus’ sake? Did He die on the cross, suffer 

all those hellish agonies and was He forsaken of the Father so that one basketball team may beat 

the other?” 

As a teenager, although I felt that there was something wrong in that prayer. I did not, as I 

would do today try to fit it in with the model prayer which Jesus taught us. I did not examine it to 

see where it in its fulfillment would serve the hallowing of God’s name, the coming of His 

kingdom. I did not ask myself whether it belonged to a petition for daily bread, the forgiveness 

of sins or a sanctified life that is victorious over—not another basketball team but—the 

temptations of the devil, or Evil One. But I am sure today that which ever team won, it was not 

in answer to a prayer for Jesus’ sake. Both schools undoubtedly prayed, or at least earnestly 

desired victory. Suppose that they both did pray for victory for Jesus’ sake. Amen. Would both 

be praying from a sinless heart? Could God answer both prayers? Would a tie game—impossible 

in basketball— be hearing and answering the prayers of both? 

Indeed, when we pray with a wicked heart for a wicked desire, because we are His children 

redeemed in Christ, He may give us the evil for which we ask in order to deliver us from such 

evil requests. Peter did not pray for it, but God did give Peter the opportunity to deny His Son 

three times so that Peter would be delivered from his self-reliance and boasting.  The Israelites 

hand an indirect prayer for meat when they became tired of three meals of manna a day.  And 

God gave them quails. “And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the 

wrath of the Lord was kindled against the people, and the Lord smote the people with a very 

great plague.” Numbers 11:33. The elect among the host, who because of their flesh also cried 

for meat, had to be taught; and to do so God did hear and answer their indirect prayer, though 

surely He found no delight in the prayer. 

James tells us also that, “Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume 

it upon your lusts.” James 4:3. Perhaps that is what was in mind when this question was given to 

me to answer. Praying for something to consume it on our lusts, praying for a item for the 

gratification of our flesh and with no interest in the hallowing of God’s name, the coming of His 

kingdom, or doing of His holy will is praying with sin in the heart. To His child God will give no 

answer that consists in giving him that wherewith to sin, when that is the object of his prayer. 

Look once at that fifth petition in the model prayer Jesus taught us, “Forgive us our debts as 

we forgive our debtors.” And in that connection Jesus said, “But if ye forgive not men their 

trespasses, neither will you Father forgive your trespasses.” Matthew 6:15. The point is that if 

you pray for forgiveness while refusing to forgive those who sin against you. then you are 

praying with sin in your heart not only, but then you are not really praying to God. You are 

praying to a god of your own imagination, one who can wink at your own hatred of men, and 

must not expect the God to whom you are not praying to hear your prayer and give you an 

affirmative answer. 

While we walk in sin and still pray, God will be merciful to us, if our names are written in 

the Lamb’s book of life, but He will not give us the assurance of such mercy and blessings. He 

gives us the warmth and the light of the sun only when we walk in the sunshine. So He will give 

us the light and warmth of His mercy and love only when we walk in the way of His law with 



our new heart, and new life which we receive from Christ. We sing that so beautifully in Psalter 

number 83, “While I kept guilty silence my strength was spent with grief, Thy hand was heavy 

on me, my soul found no relief; but when I owed my trespass, my sin hid not from Thee, When I 

confessed transgression, Then Thou forgives me.” Psalm 32. 

Then, too, when we pray for forgiveness and have an unforgiving heart, which is one with sin 

in it, we also show that we really do not want forgiveness, even though we say that we do. We 

may be sincere in our desire to escape the punishment of our sins, but we show that we still love 

sin. O, we hate it in the brother, but we enjoy the sin of holding a grudge against the one who 

sinned against us. We want—so we think—God to love us, but we do not want to love another 

whom God loves.  And the law of God is such that we either love God and the neighbor, or we 

love neither of them. 

God in His mercy will activate in His own that love that He has put there when we were born 

again; but He will give no assurance of His love to us when we walk contrary to His law which 

demands of us that we love Him with all our heart, soul, minds and strength walk contrary to His 

law which demands of us that we love Him with all love the Lord we walk contrary to His law 

which demands of us that we love Him with all our heart, soul, and mind and strength.   

I hope this answers the question. If not you may come again with specific questions and the 

problems that you may have with this matter of sin in the heart and the hearing of our prayers. 
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