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 While standing in a McDonald’s restaurant recently, waiting for a hamburger, I noticed 

that they had several of what I had ordered setting out in plain sight.  The girl behind the counter 

said they couldn’t be served; they had to throw away anything that had been there for more than 

10 or 15 minutes.  “In one day”, she told me, “They will throw away maybe a dozen to fifteen”.  

I couldn’t believe it.  This was a small resort community in Upper Michigan.  What might the 

number be in a large city restaurant? 

 When people talk about the accomplishments that this great nation has seen in the past 

decades, they seldom mention, or perhaps fail to realize, that we are the most wasteful generation 

ever.  There are starving people around this world; and our nation talks about its agriculture and 

its resources feeding them, when all we would really need to do to make a difference is just stop 

wasting what we have. 

 I am sure there are many other fast food restaurants that are faced with the problem of 

discarded food.  I am not talking about wasting food that is spoiled or tainted; this is destroying 

food simply because it is no longer warm. 

 We would all readily agree that the utilization of our waste would be a good idea if we 

had the technology to do it.  However, there is always someone who stands to lose.  If we 

decided to recycle all glass and aluminum containers then we could do that by putting a deposit 

on cans and bottles.  But the people who make cans and bottles would oppose such measures 

because wasting such materials is economically good for them. 

 Aluminum cans and wasted food are insignificant, I guess, when we think of our other 

wastes…chemicals buried in rusting drums, poured into major rivers and streams, and dumped 

into our oceans.  Now on top of these we have the problem of nuclear waste, radioactive 

materials that will be here for an amount of time no one can really be sure of. 

 What we waste we will have to account for.  It really makes no difference whether we 

just toss a pop can out the car window, or whether we are faced with the disposal of chemical 

wastes.  Each one of us as members of God’s creation is responsible before Him for all that He 

has entrusted to our care. 

 This world has in effect turned it back on the command of God that we read about in 

Genesis 1:28, where we read that God commanded Adam and therefore all of us to “be fruitful 

and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it”.  Man by his very nature after the fall in 

paradise became so corrupt and self-centered that he no longer considered the creation as God’s 

but instead as his.  And since it is now man’s, not God’s he can do with it as he sees fit, and he 

does with no regard for God or His law. 

 All through history, man has done what he wants to with this creation.  And the effect of 

his wastefulness has snow-balled to the point where man now finds himself faced with a world 

that seems just about as polluted as it can possibly get.  And that is really not so surprising; for 

man hates God, and all of his thoughts and actions are only evil continually. 

 If you spend any time at all in front of the TV or behind the newspaper, you know that we 

are polluting ourselves to death.  It is just as common to hear about chemical spills or dumpsites 

that have been suspected of leaking, as it is to hear about murder or robbery. 



 We constantly hear about serious health problems that have either developed in animals 

or humans, or both, and what we can do to help solve the problem, if indeed there is a solution to 

the problem. 

 It was just a few years ago that, here in Michigan, a fire retardant chemical known as 

P.B.B. was accidently mixed with livestock feed.  The contamination of, first of all, dairy herds 

has developed and spread to the point where just recently it was announced that every person 

who lives in this state now has this chemical P.B.B. in his or her system.  And this is only one 

example.  You can no doubt think of a few yourself.  Every one of us is affected to some degree, 

whether it is through pollution caused by our wastefulness or some accidental means. 

 But we must not lose sight of one very important fact; God is still in complete control of 

this entire universe.  We can read something about the problems facing us with regard to 

pollution in Revelation 8: 7-12, where we have an account of the sounding of the first four 

trumpets.  After reading these few verses one cannot help but come away with a feeling that 

those verses are, in effect, a description of the conditions that we find the world in today.  These 

verses speak very clearly of natural events that have occurred throughout all of history, that are 

occurring now and which will continue unto the end of time. 

 However, all of these forces at work in our creation are controlled from heaven.  This is a 

comfort for us, for it shows us that Christ, who holds the book of the seven seals and opens it, 

determines all things this world will go through. 

 We must not be afraid or worry about what man has done to this world, for all of these 

signs point to the quick return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Even though we will all be 

affected by these events, the spiritual Kingdom of Christ will be safe and untouched. 
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