
 

 

Golden Nuggets from the Mines of Scripture 
Rev. C. Hanko 

 

“But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.” 

              Psalm 1:2 

 

 Last time we talked about the word 'way', taken from the first verse of Psalm 1. 

This time we are considering the word 'law' as it appears in the second verse of Psalm 1. 

 Especially when we are dealing with certain words or phrases in the Scriptures it 

is important for us to take note of the marginal references, to which we should refer 

regularly. These references can be a big help in understanding the Word of God, as we 

shall see later. 

 The word 'law' tends to create a sense of distaste in our mouths. Somehow that 

word can be very repulsive. It arouses the rigor in us. 

 That is certainly true of the world round about us, for we live in an age which 

Scripture characterizes as an age of lawlessness. The sinner hates God. He banishes God 

from his thoughts. He hates any reference to God, except when he curses. Especially he 

hates to have God oppose him. He hates the condemning testimony of God's law that 

demands: Thou shalt love ME. Thou shalt not hate ME. Thou shalt not sin against ME. 

For I am the righteous Judge of all the earth, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon their 

children unto the third and fourth generation of those who hate ME. 

 This hatred reveals itself today more than ever, as the end of the ages approaches. 

There is no longer a sham pretense of refinement and politeness to cover up this hatred. 

Citizens break the laws, use every possible means to cheat the government. Employees 

laugh at the thought of obeying their masters; they demand equal rights with their 

employer. Preachers and teachers are shown every form of disrespect. Parents are 

expected to obey every whim of their children. women scorn the word 'obey' in the 

marriage form. Young and old worship such idols as money, sports, entertainments of 

every son. They offer their bodies to carnal lusts, liquor, drugs, or other abuse. 

The Sabbath is made a day of carnal satisfaction. The holy institution of marriage is 

laughed to scorn. The privilege of expressing intimate love in sexual intercourse, which 

God reserves only for those who are united in holy wedlock, is defiantly misused by the 

unmarried, some of them live together for a time without being legally married. God 

avenges His holy law, so that murders by abortion become a common practice, social 

diseases have become an epidemic in the country, and many young lives, as well as 

families are brought to disaster. Everyone defiantly does as he pleases. There is no fear of 

God before their eyes. Judgment day is not far off. 

 Not as if we of ourselves are any better. In us also is hidden a wicked defiance of 

God and of His law. This becomes evident already in small children. How strongly a mud 

puddle attracts them. How powerful is the urge to oppose the "keep off the grass" sign by 

deliberately detouring over the lawn. The urge to experiment with sin rests in all of us. 

Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. 

 By the grace of God we recognize this evil within us, we hate it, condemn it and 

must fight against it. This is because we are blood-washed, reborn, sanctified believers. 

God has spread His love abroad in our hearts, so that from the heart we love God, and we 

delight in the law of God according to the inner man. Our old nature still fights against 



 

 

us, so that there is a daily struggle, a daily tension, a daily need to humble ourselves 

before God, confess our sins and seek His forgiveness. By grace we learn to say, be it 

sometimes somewhat hesitantly, "O, how love I Thy law, it is my meditation all the day."  

 'Law' in Scripture is a very broad concept. The term is used in many ways, far 

more than we need to talk about now. What we must bear in mind is that the ten 

commandments are but a summary of God's law. For all of Scripture is the revelation of 

our sovereign GOD to us, and therefore all of Scripture is God's law for us who are His 

friend-servants, privileged to serve Him in love. The question before us now is, what is 

the particular meaning of the word 'law' in the second verse of Psalm 1, which we are 

now considering? 

 Here we reach a point where our marginal references can help us. We see that the 

first reference is in connection with the words 'his delight'.' And the reference is to Psalm 

119:35, "Make me to go the path of thy commandments: for therein do I delight". God's 

law is referred to here as commandments, and these commandments are spoken of as a 

path. This is also the idea in verse 2 of Psalm 1. God's law is for us a path, a road that we 

can travel, which leads us from where we are to our eternal Home, the City that is eternal 

in the heavens. That path is laid out for us by God Himself, that we may walk in it, travel 

it, always with our eye on our real goal in life, our blessedness with Christ in Glory. 

 The figure is familiar to all of us. If we plan to make a trip across the country to 

some distant city, we need some good road maps. We avail ourselves of them. We study 

them, so that we are familiar with them. And we take them along to refer to them 

constantly along the way. How we appreciate those maps! What would we do without 

them? Our delight, so to speak, is in the path, the road that leads us to our destination! In 

that same way, the child of God takes Scripture in his hand to show him the way that he 

must go to carry away God's approval and to attain his goal of everlasting life with his 

God in heaven. 

 Here we see how verse 2 stand in contrast to verse 1.  

 The sinner walks in the counsel, according to the road map of the ungodly. The 

child of walks in the counsel of his God.  

 The sinner stands in the way of sinners. The child of God seeks his company 

among those who walk the narrow way to eternal life. 

 The sinner ends up in the corral of mockers. The child of God lives with his 

school mates, friends and companions, his family and his church in the fear of the Lord 

and to His glory. 

 The way of the sinner is downhill all the way. The way of the righteous is upward 

to God and to heaven. 

 That does not mean that the road to heaven is a playground, or that we can sit 

back at ease in a 747 airplane, relax, and let the pilot and navigator up front see to it that 

we reach our destination.  

 We read in the second part of Psalm 1, verse 2, "and in his law doth he meditate 

day and night." The first reference to this last part is found in Joshua 1:8. "This book of 

the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 

that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt 

make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success." The second reference 

is to Psalm 119:1, "Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the 

Lord."  



 

 

 All of these passages point out that the journey of the believer is never an easy 

one. The Bible speaks of the broad way that leads to destruction, and of the narrow way 

that leads to eternal life. Anyone who travels that way must be prepared for every 

eventuality. We travel day and night. Not just during the day, to rake a motel at night; but 

day and night. There are many wrong exits, that may attract us, especially if we fail to 

consult our Road Map, but that little side step that little turn of the wheel can bring us 

father and farther away, until we realize we're lost. The road is rough, has many pot-

holes, is steep and rugged. For we travel down into deep, dark valleys, where the sun 

hardly penetrates, where the nights are dark and treacherous. We make swift drops, and 

we have long, hard hills to climb. We tend to grow weary, careless. Besides all that, on 

the narrow way there are robbers, bandits who are out to take away everything we have. 

The only weapon wherewith we can fight them is the Word of God, the Sword of the 

Spirit. We had better be well armed. O, you know the enemy. He is the devil with all his 

demons who are mean, vicious, cruel, and who come with many cunning tricks to destroy 

us. Besides, off to the side is the world, with her bright lights, her alluring appeal, and at 

the same time, her threat to wipe us out. All this would never hurt us, if it were not for 

our own sinful flesh that complains about the road, sobs about the unpleasantries of the 

trip, and reminds us how much nicer it would be to listen to the enticements of Satan, to 

pause a moment to enjoy the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eyes and give in to the 

pride of life. 

 Our assurance and comfort is, that we never travel this way alone. We travel in 

the company of the people of God. We realize what it means to confess, "thy people are 

my people. and thy God my God." Even better than that, we have a living faith, which 

assures us that our real Companion along the way is Christ, Who says, "I am the Way, the 

Truth, and the Light". With Him as our Guide, as He reveals Himself to us in the 

Scriptures, we are always safe, come what may! 

 

 Blessed is that man!, saith our God. 

 We may well add: O, the blessedness! 

 For he himself experiences blessedness in his journey. 

 His friends, his family share that blessedness with him! 

 Together they live under God's approval, sharing His blessing! 

 They confess: "Thou hast holden me by my right hand. 

 Thou shalt guide me by Thy counsel. 

 And afterward receive me to glory." Psalm 73:32, 24. 

 

*The references in all Bibles are not the same. 
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