
 

 

A Friendly-Foe-y Pistle to My Grandchildren 
John Faber 

 
Dear Grandchildren: 

 It has been some three months since I wrote to you, at which time I asked you to 

write to me in case you could think of picture-stories in the Bible which revealed one or 

more of God's attributes. But, alas, the mailman delivered not a single letter. Probably 

they were lost in the mail. But I will write to you anyway because I am your friend, even 

though I am your grampa- a grandpa- friend. So, to tell me apart from your other gramps 

you may think of me as, Grandpa F. 

 This time I wish to write to you about some opposites, opposite "F"s, that is. Do 

you know the difference between fable and fact? or, between famous and forgotten? or 

feasting and fasting? Did you notice that only one letter is missing from the first named 

and its opposite?) Or, do you know the difference between firm and flexible? 

 I can imagine hearing you answer. "Of course we do. Those are all terms which 

describe opposite meanings! Why should our old (old? I can remember when our 

catechism lessons were taught us in a foreign language-Dutch) gramp ask us such dumb 

questions?" O.K., you know that they are opposites, but can you always recognize them 

as either one or the other? Oh, I just thought of another pair of opposites: friend or foe. 

How about that famous pair? You are saying, "Oh, chat is too easy. I know that a friend 

wishes me well and tries to promote my welfare at any cost. And my foe is my enemy 

who tries to trip me up to my hurt." Right again. but I have a strong conviction that you 

cannot always tell who is your friend and who is your foe. 

 Let's look at an example in the Bible. One time, probably the first week of living 

in that beautiful Garden of Paradise, when Eve was taking care of some flowers, a nice 

friendly serpent became very chummy with Eve. He probably talked to her about all the 

beautiful flowers, the stately trees, the furry animals and the colored butterfly that was 

flitting from bloom to bloom. And he may have even called her attention co his own 

place in the animal kingdom, that of being the smartest. He surely wanted her to know 

that he was her friend and wanted to share with her some of his special knowledge. Eve 

fell for his crafty talk, mistaking it for wisdom. She judged him to be a friend when in 

reality he was her worst enemy - her Foe! 

 After having established a friendly relationship, the serpent began asking her 

some questions, as though he wanted to get the answers from a straight source, and not 

from hearsay. He said, "What did God say to you and your husband about the food you 

might eat, and what you should avoid." He asked, "Did God tell your husband that you 

might eat of every tree of the garden? What kind of rules did he make about your diet?" 

Of course, the serpent knew what God had said, but he was craftily suggesting to Eve that 

if they might not eat of all the fruit that was good to eat, then probably God was not 

treating them fairly; that God was not giving them a choice of foods; that He was treating 

them like children who were not responsible adults. Eve was ready to tell her new-found 

friend all about the rules of the Garden. She said, “Yes, we can eat of all the trees of the 

Garden, but-!” The snake picked that hesitation up quickly. He said, "But what?" Then 

Eve said, “There is one 'but' in the rules governing our diet. We may eat of all the trees 

but one. That is that super-beauty standing in the center of our Garden. It has a long 



 

 

name, 'The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil'. That's the only one-off limits to us. 

In fact, God told my husband that the day he would eat of it he would surely die." 

 Then the serpent (he was really an angel of darkness, the Devil as we know him) 

said, "Oh no, you won't die if you eat that fruit. It is not poisonous. Listen, I'll tell you a 

secret. God knows that if you eat of that tree you shall become wise as God. You will 

know just as much as he; and then you will become His equal!" Eve fell for that lie. She 

should have sent him off the moment he began to question God's motives. She should 

have recognized him as the foe that he was instead of the friend he said he was. 

Remember what you told me what a foe does, that he tries to rip you up for your ruin? 

We can see that turn of events, but Eve did not. Now you are beginning to see that it is 

not always easy to tell the difference between friend and foe. 

 You remember how Eve fell into sin. She looked at the tree; she lusted after its 

fruit: she took thereof and gave some to her husband, he ate it. . .and they knew that they 

had sinned against their Creator who had been their Friend-God. God punished them by 

driving them from their beautiful home which was also the House of God, the place 

where they might walk and talk with God. Yes, that day they died, the Spiritual death 

from which they could be saved only by the death of God's Son. 

 God also punished the Serpent. He placed a curse upon the serpent so he could no 

longer walk about. He would now have to crawl about upon his belly. When he would eat 

any of the usual food from the vegetable kingdom he would also eat up dust from the 

ground. Nor could he resume his conversation with mankind. The next time you see a 

snake, maybe in a zoo, notice how he constantly sticks out his tongue at you. Though he 

cannot speak in human language, he nevertheless can show derision with his tongue. Did 

you notice that tongue? It is forked! It has two points! It is "double tongued! It is a 

picture of people who are double tongued, who say one thing and mean the opposite. 

 I can recall another example of friend-foe relationship in the Bible. David's son, 

Absalom has turned against his father and tried to take the Kingship away from him. 

David fled Jerusalem and was hiding with a small army. He instructed one of his best 

friends to go to Absalom's camp to offer his services as advisor to Absalom to act as a 

friend, but to offer advice that would be to Absalom's ruin. That man's name was Hushai. 

Absalom believed Hushai's advice thinking he was his friend. The result was that David's 

life was saved, and Absalom's plans were ruined, leading to his death. 

 You see, we cannot always tell friend from foe. Or do you still think you can? 

Suppose your friend would suggest that you take some money from your mother's purse 

for your own use. Or maybe he or she would hint that the change in the drawer marked 

for the paper boy would not be missed. That would be a violation of the 8th 

Commandment! That friendly suggestion would be, not for your welfare, but for your 

ruin. Or, another friend would show you how to hide from your teacher copies of the 

hardest questions in your exams, and you would from that write your test. That would be 

a violation of the 9th Commandment. Tell me was he, or she. your friend or foe? Or, 

suppose your high school friend would offer to share with you a puff or two from his 

hand-rolled cigarette (You know what I mean?) would he be friend or foe? Did you 

recognize him as a foe of the 6th Commandment? Likewise, a drink of booze or popping 

pills to be happy - all breaches of the 6th Commandment: a foe of any of the Ten Rules of 

God is your foe. Again, if your friend would. by word or gesture entice you to break the 

7th Commandment (this would naturally be a close friend) would you immediately 



 

 

recognize him or her to be your foe? 

  Whenever you recognize your friend to be your foe in such instances you should 

do as the Lord Jesus did when he was on earth. Follow His example and you will also 

please Him. Remember when one of His three best friends contradicted his Lord and 

Master, what did Jesus call Peter? Satan! That's what. He said, "Get thee behind me, 

Satan". Just exactly like Jesus did when the real Satan tempted Him to change stones to 

bread to satisfy His intense hunger after His forty day fast. Jesus said, "Get thee behind 

me. Satan". The exact words used to his friend, Peter. Just like that example from 

Scripture you are also to say that to any friend who tempts you to sin. Do you think you 

could actually call your friend Sue or Frank, Satan? Can you? If you find that too 

difficult, maybe you can follow the other example of Jesus' rebuke of Satan when he 

tempted Jesus three times. Jesus said to His foe, "It is written". Surely you can do that. 

Tell him that the Bible says (it is written) that you have to obey the rules of your home, 

those of the school. of the church - all the rules of God: each of the Ten. Tell your so-

called friend that he is not your friend in this day of temptation, but definitely your foe. 

 Remember you told me that your foe seeks your ruin. That answer fit’s the 

Serpent in Paradise; it fits any tempter in your path; and it fits your girlfriend or your 

boyfriend who tempts you to sin. Right? But this letter is getting long enough, so I will 

sign off now. 

 

Love, your friend, Gramps 
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