
 

 

What’s Wrong with Rock? 
Terri Garvelink 

 
 "Little children, it is the last time; and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, 

even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time." (I John 

2:18). We as Christians cannot help but stand aghast at, the culmination of evil we are 

witnessing in the last several decades. We are living in an age when anything goes: 

abortion, sexual "freedom", homosexuality and other perversions, pornography, profane 

and obscene language, drug abuse; the age of a "new" morality-if it feels good, do it; the 

age of the breakdown of the family and the highest divorce rate ever, when women must 

do their own thing rather than fulfill the God-given calling of wife and mother in the 

home; the age of an ever-madder pursuit of "things" to have and to do; the age of ever-

increasing self-indulgence. Surely this is Satan's golden age. 

 But you and I are kidding ourselves if we think that all this evil is only "out there-

in the world." More than ever before, Satan has many and effective means to expose the 

Christian to all the anti-christian forces of evil. Think of TV, radio, and the printed page, 

for instance. There is one means of communication in particular which may well be the 

devil's most powerful and effective weapon in the spiritual weakening of Christian young 

people: the popular music of our day. 

 In the last three decades, popular music has undergone a tremendous change. 

Prior to the 1950's, there were basically three distinct areas of popular music: rhythm 'n 

blues, pop, and country. But in the fifties, rock n’ roll was born and, by taking on 

elements from all these musical types, caused a breakdown of the barriers between them. 

Rock'n roll represented the amalgamation or coming together of black (rhythm 'n blues) 

and white (pop and country) popular music. This unholy union produced a string of 

equally unholy offspring: rock-a-billy, hard rock, soft rock, acid rock, folk rock, country 

rock, disco, punk, reggae, new wave, to mention some.  

 However, rock 'n roll brought about not only a musical revolution but, more 

significantly, a cultural and social revolution. 

 In a pamphlet about rock music entitled "They're Out to Steal Your Children", the 

Rev. Ray Allen states: "What all too few realized. ..was that rock 'n roll was the major 

forte responsible for reshaping the moral fiber of the world's youth… Parents have been 

literally "rocked' to sleep while their children have been slowly drowned in filth scarcely 

imaginable to the normal healthy adult." The Rev. Allen quotes rock star David Crosby, 

“I figured the only thing to do was to swipe their kids. I still think it's the only thing to 

do. By saying that, I'm not talking about kidnapping, I'm just talking about changing their 

value systems which removes them from their parents' world very effectively.” 

 One would be hard put to find anyone with some knowledge on the subject, 

whether Christian or non-Christian, who would deny that the influence of rock music has 

been one for evil. 

 Consider the opinions of these very divergent sources: 

 David Ewen, referred to by Time magazine as "music's interpreter to the 

American people" writes "rock...is an open endorsement of sex permissiveness, 

perversion, drugs, disobedience to parents, hostility to society. " 

 Aida Pavletich in the book Rock-a-bye Baby: "The rock 'n roll woman was the 



 

 

opposite of a 'nice girl'. Carnal knowledge is hers, she curses, drinks, and may wear a 

tattoo", and "The Population Council in the U.S. blames rock lyrics for the unmarried 

teen baby boom of the seventies." 

 Frank Sinatra: "rancid-smelling aphrodisiac". 

 Pablo Casals: "poison put to music". 

 Garrett Byrne, a Massachusetts district attorney: "Tin Pan Alley has unleashed a 

new monster, a sort of nightmare of rhythm. Some of our disc-jockeys have put 

emotional TNT on their turntables. Rock 'n' roll inflames teenagers and is obscenely 

objective."* 

 The New York Daily News accused recording companies and disc-jockeys of 

“pandering to the worst juvenile taste.”* 

 A.M. Merrio, associate professor of psychiatry at Columbia University: "If we 

cannot stem the tide of rock 'n' roll with its waves of rhythmic narcosis, we are preparing 

our downfall in the midst of pandemic funeral dances." * 

 Professor Hanko in The Standard Bearer: “a particularly horrible manifestation of 

the sinful heart of man...there is the smell of hell about it.” 

 Professor Calvin Stapert of Calvin College music department: “frenzied, violent, 

angry, sensuous, vulgar.” 

 Bob Larson, converted rock band leader: "themes of drugs, sex, perversion, and 

blasphemy...the occult." 

 These are for the most part general remarks, not dealing with the specific aspects 

of rock such as lyrics, beat or performers. And so, the question remains: What, in 

particular, is wrong with rock? Is it the beat that makes it evil, or the lyrics; or should we 

put the blame on the origin of the music; or on the performers? In subsequent articles in 

the Beacon Lights, we hope to write something about the various aspects of rock music, 

considering, in approximate order, the term, origin, beat, lyrics and performers. 

 

*David Ewen, All the Years of American Popular Music 
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