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 Take a look at the Bible on your kitchen table. According to some people, that 

book is sexist, chauvinistic, and in need of drastic change. 

 The issue involved is called “de-sexing” the Bible, and we are certain to hear a 

great deal more about this highly-controversial movement in the coming months and 

years. 

 This monster first reared its ugly head last November, when a committee of the 

National Council of Churches met to discuss the updated Revised Standard Version 

Bible, due out in the late 1980’s. The goal of the panel’s feminists and their supporters 

was, and is, to “neuter” the Bible. No final decisions were made, but a sexually-neutral 

RSV is a very real possibility. 

 If the proposed changes are eventually adopted, the RSV Bible would be stripped 

of many of its former masculine words and references. For example, Jesus would be 

called the “Child of God” instead of the “Son of God.” God the “Father” would be 

changed to “Parent.” Words like “mankind” would be replaced by “humankind,” “Lord” 

by “Teacher,” “brother” by “sibling,” and so on. 

 Some of the more militant feminists even want to give the women in the Bible 

“equal billing” with their male counterparts. For example, Eve’s name would appear right 

along with Adam’s in certain verses in Genesis. 

 To give you some idea of how differently the Bible would read, compare these 

two versions of Galatians 4:6, which would come out like this in the new RSV: 

 “And because you are sons and daughters, God has sent forth the spirit of the 

Child of God into our hearts, crying, ‘My loving parent.’” 

 And here is that same verse in the current RSV Bible: “And because you are sons, 

God has sent to spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba, Father.’” 

 Quite a difference, wouldn’t you agree? The question is, what should our reaction 

be? I would guess that most of us feel that these changes are certainly not for the better, 

but why? 

 To start, no person has the right to charge the Bible with being sexist and 

chauvinistic. To do so is a slap in the face of its ultimate author, the Almighty God. 

Blasphemous is a good word to describe such an accusation. 

 II Timothy 3:16-17 tells us that “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 

is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That 

the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 

 Do you see the danger of trying to rewrite the Bible? Who is puny man to think 

that he can improve on the sacred Word of God, which is capable of making us 

“perfect”? How can vain, lying, sinful men have the audacity to argue that the Holy 

Scriptures are in some way flawed or deficient? 

 Remember, the Bible is not man’s work, it is God’s. Article III of the Belgic 

Confession (which does an excellent job of discussing the role and authority of the 

Scriptures in Articles II through VII) states that the “Word of God was not sent nor 

delivered by the will of man, but…men spake from God, being moved by the Holy 

Spirit.” 



 

 

 Clearly, man has no business tinkering with God’s Word. Oh, it probably 

wouldn’t make a great deal of difference if the word “mankind” were replaced with 

“humankind,” but the feminists are going far beyond that. In truth, they are changing the 

entire meaning and content of many verses in Scripture. By refusing to acknowledge 

Jesus’ masculine incarnation, for example, they are striking at the very heart and soul of 

the Bible. 

 In addition, one must wonder just where all the cutting and snipping and revising 

will end. Some committee members, for instance, believe that the Bible also contains 

elements of “racism, classism, and anti-Semitism.” Discussion of these “charges” was 

tabled for the time being, but what will happen in the future is anyone’s guess. 

 No, the Bible is not like Webster’s Dictionary, in need of revision every few 

years. Rather, it is the eternal, unchanging, holy Word of God. It is our duty to cherish it 

and defend it against all who try, in one way or another, to destroy or mutilate it. 

 And, of course, we must read it. Speaking from my own experience, I realize that 

sometimes the latest issues of Sports Illustrated and Seventeen often get a better workout 

every week than the Holy Scriptures. Nevertheless, the Bible should do more than serve 

as a decoration for our nightstand. It should, it must, be our compass in the sea of life. 

Without it, we will surely lose our way. 
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