
 

 

A What-can-we-do Letter to My Grandchildren 
John Faber 

 

 Am wondering if all of you read the November issue of the Beacon Lights. Try to 

remember back three months and ask yourself if you read the article by Rev. Engelsma 

on, "Remembering the Lord's Day". Or, did you read the first page and then glance ahead 

to realize that it was so long! And did you then say, I'll finish it some other time when I 

am not so busy?  

 I can remember in the olden times when the late Rev. Ophoff wrote in the 

Standard Bearer, and how, when he was delving into the dark recesses of the Old 

Testament, that his articles were so terribly long! My father was adamant in his rule in 

the family that all of us had to read all the English articles in our Church Paper. It is no 

secret that we young people did not like those long pieces at all. There were two very 

good reasons for their great length. The first was the Rev. Ophoff and Rev. Hoeksema 

were often the only two writers that had to keep the magazine full, they had to write so 

much. The second reason Rev. Ophoff s material was so long was that he never ran out of 

things he had to say about those Old Testament heroes of faith. But now that I am old, (so 

old that I can remember that postage on a letter was only three cents; and better yet, when 

one penny into a peanut machine gave me a handful of salted peanuts!) I go back to those 

long articles for Bible study for society lessons and for catechism lessons, I find that I 

could wish they were still longer. 

 Now let’s go back to that November article. The writer told you that one way of 

remembering the Sabbath Day was to rest from our usual work and do something 

positive-engage in a special behavior-that of frequenting the House of God as often as 

there were services to attend. 

 "Well". you say, "I always go to church twice each Sunday. Besides, I go to 

catechism class, and have always gone to Sunday School until I got too old." Good, that’s 

very good. That is truly "resting'' on the Lord's Day. 

 "But", you say, "there are still so many hours left in our Sundays. Even after I 

have learned my catechism lesson, and have studied for society, there is still time left. 

Sunday afternoons are not yet all used up. And my folks are so strict they won't let me do 

this or do that. What can we do?" 

 If you are still asking that question it tells me that you did not read the entire 

article in November. The writer answered that question for you. Among other things, he 

said, "We can call on old folks languishing in Rest Homes or institutions." There: finally, 

I am coming to the point. That type of positive "resting" on the Lord's Day is the reason 

why I am writing this whatcanwedo letter. Let me tell you why this "resting" activity was 

brought to my mind.  

 Last Sunday I was urged to pay a visit to an elderly blind lady in the Holland 

Home on Fulton Street in Grand Rapids. She always was a very active lady in the church, 

and was an avid reader of the Bible, study material, and other religious papers. But, sad to 

say, she is now blind and cannot read anything anymore. She feels SO lost without her 

pleasurable pastime. Like Eli of old, her eyes have become dim through old age, and has 

to depend on kind friends for that pleasure. Very wistfully she said, "On, how I wish that 

some young boy or girl would read the Meditation in the Standard Bearer to me! I 

would enjoy that so very much." She said that it would be fine to her if such visitors 



 

 

would come in pairs to encourage one another. She clearly revealed to me her strong 

desire for that exercise of the communion of saints. She said,  

 "You know that our Holland Home is always open for visitors who want to help 

others. " 

 Probably you never thought that old people would like to have young people visit 

them. But, oh, they do. That same Sunday afternoon that blind lady did have two visitors 

while I was there. One was the lady's niece, and the other her grand-niece. The old lady, 

though she could not see the young girl, wanted her to sit on the edge of the bed so she 

could put her hand on the girl's knee, just to feel her presence. 

 The old enjoy your youthful exuberance in a short visit. It reminds them of their 

own youth and brings back pleasant memories of the time when they were full of pep. 

You see when people are living in a rest home or retirement home they are surrounded by 

other old people. So it is like a ray of sunshine in a gloomy place when you youngsters 

come in to say hello. And I can tell you that the young girl who was with her mother 

paying a visit to her grand-aunt was really pleased when she saw the smile and heard the 

thanks for making that visit. So there were four people in that room that were happy. It 

reminds me of the motto, "To receive a gift is truly a pleasure, but isn't the giver 

receiving the treasure?” 

 As I am writing this letter the calendar tells me that it is the first of January when 

many people make New Year's resolutions. Have you made any? How about a new twist: 

make a February resolution? Like this: "I resolve to pay a visit to an elderly person and 

read to him or her if they so desire NEXT Sunday. And if I see that they enjoy it, I will 

try to do it oftener, and get some other young person to do so too." Maybe you will hear 

what I heard when the blind lady said to her young visitor, "Thank you, dear for coming 

with your mother. I enjoyed it so much! " 

 Finally, that is what Jesus was talking about when he said, "In as much as ye have 

done it to the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." Look it up in Matthew 

25 and see the context of Jesus' remark, How about it? 

 

Love, Gramps 
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