
 

 

 “Not Good Enough?” 
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 “. . . I will arise and go to my father, and I will say unto him, Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son: 

make me as one of thy hired servants. . .” 

Luke 15: 18,19 

 

 Not so long ago I was at a Bible discussion class where the question was raised 

whether to complain that we are nor "good enough" for the free grace in Christ Jesus was 

really humble confession, a godly attitude toward the grace of life, or whether this was, at 

bottom, not some camouflaged conceited pride. The study was on that wondrous passage 

in Romans 3:21-31. This passage was referred to as "The Gospel", the gospel of free 

grace, apart from works of merit on our part: it is the righteousness of God as a purely 

free gift to every one believing. 

 It was then opined that we ought to properly distinguish between what the Bible 

calls "being unworthy in self' and the "not being good enough" of the would-be-keeper of 

God's commandments, who would gain a few credit-points with the Most High. 

 The term "good enough" has hidden in it the fact that basically the man who 

complains that he is "not good enough", really says that basically he is very good, but not 

good enough to reach the mark of heaven's perfection. Someday he may arrive to the 

ranks of such would-be saints. When that time comes he will be "worthy" to come to the 

Lord's table. and he can thank God that he is not in the ranks anymore of those poor 

sinners who either are not good enough yet, or who will never become such "saints" in 

the light. And the man, who thus speaks, often does not confess this before the Lord, for 

that would be an abomination to Him, but he says this to his fellowman, even with a 

sense of pride. Yes, he is basically "good". but not as good as the law of God requires. 

We often hear this jargon in the courts of the pietists, the mystics, who would have their 

feelings be the rule of their life, and not faith in the gracious promises of God. 

 Now Jesus knew such kind of people in His day. They were the men who trusted 

in themselves that they were righteous, and who separated themselves from the rest of 

mankind, who were adulterers, unjust, thieves and evil-doers. He calls this man a 

Pharisee, a man who belongs to the holiness party. These were the men who believed that 

heaven is gained and the favor with God is attained by works of God. They refuse to 

submit to the righteousness of God and seek to establish their own righteousness. (Rom. 

10:3) Such work-righteousness is in the heart of many a saint, until he learns by grace to 

simply "give himself up to our Lord Jesus Christ". (Lord's Supper Form) Jesus did not 

warn for naught against the leaven of the Pharisees. For the matter is either grace or 

works!; otherwise grace is no more grace and works is no more works. 

 "Good enough?" Perish the thought! 

 When men will go to the heavenly Father in contrite and childlike faith and say, "I 

have sinned against heaven and against Thee. and am nor worthy to be called Thy son" 

then we do not have a mere chronic complaint of being not good enough, a stumbling 

from "complaint to complaint" but we then have the response of the loving, heavenly 

Father. He does not say: have no fear, you are "good enough" to come into the Father’s 



 

 

house with its many mansions, but he says in everlasting love come to me all ye that 

labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest. The one walks on the old and tried 

paths. One then experiences that when we are a great way off the heavenly Father comes 

to meet him, welcomes him home, and the best of heaven is not too good for us. Then 

there is joy in heaven with the very angels who ever see the face of the Father. 

 Hear what Jesus says in the parable. The Father says: "bring forth the best robe. 

and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring hither the 

fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat and be merry, for this my son was lost and is found, 

he was dead and is alive again". And do you know what? Because of this "no good son" 

heaven rejoiced with a great rejoicing! Small wonder that all the publicans and sinners 

came, drew near unto Jesus for to hear him. Their hearts had been opened by the Spirit so 

that through faith they gave earnest heed to the Gospel which he preached.  

 Good enough, these sinners? Ah, no!! 

 These were by nature dead in trespasses and sins, inclined to all evil and 

incapable of doing any good. But God was righteous in Christ over them; he prepared a 

righteousness, the free-gift of grace. He found them as the sheep upon the mountains, his 

sheep, and carried them tenderly to the fold of heaven in sovereign grace, and he caused 

them to experience that it is not of him that willeth, not of him that runneth, but of God 

who shows everlasting mercies. 

 Not "good enough" for heaven to be sure! Yet, they are worthy heirs of 

everlasting life. They experience that God justified the ungodly. Then not being "good 

enough", yea, most unfit material for heaven we are, yet we are made righteous before 

God and heirs of everlasting life. O, how the lines are then fallen unto us in pleasant 

places. O, the blessedness of the man whose sins are forgiven him, whose iniquity is 

pardoned. 

 Good enough, poor sinner? Never by our efforts of keeping the law. No 

purgatorial works and penance will do! What shall a man give to ransom his soul. 

Nothing! All our worthiness is in the Lamb. We conquer in the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world. When we then say: I am no more worthy to be called thy son, 

make me as one of thy hirelings! Ah, no! We are worthy of being called sons; worthy we 

are in the Lamb. So worthy are we in the Lamb of God, that be jubilant and say with the 

Heidelberg Catechism. 

 “. . .so that, though my conscience accuse me, that 1 have grossly transgressed all 

 the commandments of God, and kept none of them, and am still inclined to all 

 evil; notwithstanding, God, without any merit of mine, but only of mere grace, 

 grants and imputes to me, the perfect satisfaction, righteousness and holiness of 

 Christ; even so as if I never had had, nor committed any sin; yea, as if I had fully 

 accomplished all that obedience which Christ has accomplished for me; inasmuch 

 as I embrace such benefit with a believing heart." (Lord's Day XXLII, Ques. 60) 

    Yes, all our worthiness is in Christ's precious blood of atonement alone. Yes, 

not good enough! Fact is there is no righteousness or goodness in us at all-apart from the 

grace and love of Christ. But in Him we are made worthy, we have the right of sons and 

of daughters in free grace, and we, therefore, receive the Spirit of the Son, crying in our 

hearts: Abba, Father. 

 Do we then draw nigh to God as "not good enough"? Ah, that is far too wrong a 

conception; it is too flattering of man's goodness, innate rectitude. It is pure self-



 

 

deception. It is a spiritual farce. We come just as we are, sinners of the deepest dye, to the 

throne of grace in the hour of need, and find mercy abundant! 

 My dear young friend, you and I need this mercy which was given to the prodigal 

son, the lost son. We do nor need the being "good" of the eldest son who remained at 

home. We do not need his imaginary "faithfulness", which boasts, "Lo, these may years 

do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment." Yes, there are 

those who in their self-righteousness are very angry when poor sinners draw near to the 

throne of grace. Their indignation knows no bounds. In utter self-righteous disdain they 

look down upon the poor sinner: they trample underfoot the Son of God, and do despite 

to the Spirit of grace. 

 Yes. they are good, very good in themselves. But not quite good enough. They 

cannot enter, they know! They cannot understand that the contrite sinner hears: well done 

thou good arid faithful servant. Strangers they are for the very great grace of life. 

 Good enough, young man? young woman? 

 No, worthy in the Lamb. For worthy is the Lamb, forever and ever. 
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