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 One thing we surely can use more of is love. 

 It makes such a difference. 

 The tender hand of a mother as she washes the bloodied wound and gently bandages is 

love in action. 

 Giggling children sitting on grandpa’s lap and cheering his aged soul is a personification 

of love. 

 Ah, yes, it’s soon that time of the year when the sanctuary will be filled with the swelling 

notes of… “Though I speak with the tongues of men and angles and have not love…it profiteth 

me nothing!” while the bride and groom swell with emotions as they anticipate marriage.  

 It ends with the stirring words, “Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the 

greatest of these is love,” I Corinthians 13:13. 

 I’m afraid that many couples never look beyond the word love. We tend to be so emotion 

orientated today that we fail to see more than the earthly and sensual. Love is the tender 

embrace, the palpitating heart, the exhilaration of sharing a tender moment. Now, it is that to be 

sure. If that is lacking in our relationship, something is surely wrong. When, however, God’s 

Word speaks of love as the greatest, we must at least ask, greater than what? The answer is 

greater than faith and hope. That means that if we are going to use I Corinthians 13:13 as part of 

our wedding celebration, we have to be honest enough with God’s Word to view love on the high 

plane that God requires.  

 Love is greater than faith and hope! 

 Faith is our personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Through the means of faith we 

embrace with a believing heart all the promises of the gospel, centrally that Christ has died for 

our sins and arose again for our justification. We know God through Jesus Christ and trust in 

Him for our full salvation. 

 Hope is our future glory. Deeply within us there is a longing for the realization of all the 

promises of God that extends far beyond this earthly life and sweep us into our heavenly home. 

We are certain that this is our portion because Christ hath begun this work in us and He will 

perform it unto the end. 

 Obviously, faith and hope are pretty big numbers in the repertoire of the redeemed. 

 Still, love is greater than both; it is the greatest! 

 How can that be? 

 Love is the heart reaching for God. It is the response of God’s reaching down to us and 

drawing us close to himself. The Greek word that is translated “love” in this verse emphasizes 

this divine character. There are words in Greek that speak of the physical, “eros”, and the aspect 

of friendship, “philos” as we have it in Philadelphia, city of brotherly love. Here, however, it is 

“agape”, divine love. It begins in God, enters into our hearts, and returns to God once again. It is 

the heartbeat of the covenant of friendship which God has with us and we have with Him. 

 How is that love greater than faith and hope? 

 The answer is not that love is more important to God; this would place the three in a false 

antithesis. All three are significant fruits of Christ’s work on the cross. Rather, love is the 

fountain from which flows faith and hope. God made man in such a way that his heart is the 

spiritual source of his life. Solomon says, “out of the heart are the issues of life,” Proverbs 4:23. 

Jesus said, “But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart,” 



Matthew 15:16. The spiritual direction of our whole life is determined by the spiritual condition 

of the heart. We may say then, if there is no love in the heart, there cannot be faith or hope, if 

there is love in the heart, faith and hope flow forth from it. 

 This principle must be applied in two ways.  

 First, in our personal relationship with God. Without love, we cannot have true faith. This 

can be seen all around us. We ask, why is it that so many in our day boldly take God’s Word and 

find fault with it? They claim they have to demythologize the Word and discern what is a story 

and what is fact. The creation account is not history, the fall is not history, the virgin birth is not 

history, only stories to tell us truths of origin, etc. The question we face is this, why do they deal 

so wickedly with God’s Word? The answer is that they do not love God. Their “faith” is false, 

because they have not the love of God in their hearts. The same things is true concerning future 

hope. The apostate church has discarded the hope of heaven or hell. Death is simply a ceasing to 

exist. The Scriptural idea of hope is taken away because they do not have God’s love. The 

greatest of these three is love. Love causes the child of God to accept God’s Word and believe 

His promises. It is the spiritual moving power that directs us to accept by faith God’s Word and 

live in the hope of glory. 

 Secondly, we must apply this principle to our dealings with each other. The early part of 

this chapter tells us that if we should speak in tongues, have the gift of prophecy, understand 

mysteries, have faith to remove mountains, bestow our goods to feed the poor, give our body to 

be burned and have not love it would be nothing more than a show of piety, an external act of 

kindness without any heart, a tinkling cymbal which is profitless. This reminds us of the truth 

than man looks at the outward appearance, but Jehovah looks upon the heart. The heart deals 

with motivation, if we love God we will do it for God’s sake and for His glory and not our own. 

 True love manifests itself in a wonderful way. It puts faith into practice and causes us to 

live with an eye upon the heavenly glory. 

 Hence we read, love suffers long and is kind, does not envy, does not lift itself up and is 

not puffed up, does not behave itself unseemly, does not seek her own, is not easily provoked, 

thinks no evil, does not rejoice in iniquity, but in truth, bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things and endures all things. Love never fails.   

 Such love surely affects human relationships. It alone possesses divine qualities for it has 

its source in God alone. “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent his 

son to be the propitiation for our sins,” I John 4:10. When two believers enter into marriage with 

that love of God in their hearts, they can say it is the greatest! That love gives them faith and 

hope for the future. With such love, their marriage is on a good foundation. They will be a source 

of strength to each other, their marriage will be a lifelong expression of love for each other as 

they together have faith in God and look forward to a blessed future.  

 Such love abides.  

 Well may a young couples’ heart pulsate with expectation as the church is filled with the 

words, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels and have not love, it profiteth me 

nothing…now abideth faith, hope, love, these three and the greatest of these is love.” 

 Love is indeed the greatest. 
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