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 He looked out across the vast valley that lay below them. He could see the green land 

they had just travelled through stretching for miles and the small streams which ran through the 

land making the land even more full of life. They had travelled for three days bringing with them 

all that they needed for this very moment. He quickly thought about the events that had taken 

place: God calling him and telling him to take his only son Isaac, whom he loved, and offer him 

as a burnt offering; his rising the next day in the early morning, saddling the ass, getting two of 

his young men and Isaac, his son, cleaving the wood for the burnt offering, taking the coals for 

the fire and taking his knife; travelling two days to the land of Mt. Moriah; going on a day’s 

journey with Isaac, his son, taking the wood, fire, and the knife; his son asking him the question, 

“Behold the fire and wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”; and his answer, “My 

son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering.” “That was it,” Abraham thought to 

himself suddenly, “God will provide himself a lamb.” 

 Abraham now stood over the altar which contained the carefully arranged wood and his 

only beloved son, Isaac, bound - helpless. He knew that even though he would kill his son, Isaac, 

God would still raise him from the dead, for Isaac was the promised seed. The promised seed 

God had given to himself and his wife, Sarah, in their old age. The promised seed through which 

Christ would come. Hebrews 11:17-19 tells us, “By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered 

up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was 

said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: accounting that God was able to raise him up, even 

from the dead; from whence also he received in him a figure.” 

 Abraham reached for the knife, the blade of which reflected the light of the sun, grasped 

it with his two aged hands, and was about to slay his only son, Isaac, when those beautiful words 

from the angel of the LORD came to him out of heaven, “Abraham, Abraham,” and he said, 

“Here am I.” And the angel said, “Let not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto 

him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son 

from me.” Oh, how happy Abraham felt inside his soul. He looked up and saw a ram caught in 

the thicket by his horns. “The lamb. God provided the lamb!” he thought to himself. Abraham 

took the ram and offered it in the place of his only son, Isaac. 

 

--------- 

 

 Whenever I read this portion of the Bible found in Genesis 22, I am always reminded of 

the beautiful picture God shows us of His provision of His own Son. I know Abraham saw this 

picture in part too. God did provide a ram. A ram is a male sheep. The ram which only God 

could provide was a picture of God providing His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Only through 

the death of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, could our sins be washed away. Our sins were washed 

away by the precious blood of the perfect lamb of God. This truth alone is sufficient to show 

God’s sovereignty and yet there is more. Remember God’s covenant, His covenant of grace? 

 Always the early history of the church, especially during the life of Abraham shows us 

clearly that the Covenant of grace is God’s covenant alone. God establishes His covenant alone. 

No man is a partner to God’s covenant. The children of God are only part of God’s covenant. 

Look at Isaac’s birth. Isaac’s birth was a miracle. God provided the promised seed, not man. 

Look at Abraham’s obedience in preparing to kill his only son, Isaac. And yet, only God could 



provide the sacrifice, not man. God provided the ram which is a wonderful picture of God 

providing the Lamb, Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Did not Abraham himself say in answer to his 

son’s question, “My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering”? Indeed, God did 

and God alone, for that which is impossible with man is always possible with God. Very clearly 

then, the covenant of God is fulfilled and kept by God alone. 

 Now, my friends, what has this got to do with Christmas? Everything!! Do not fall into 

the worldly thinking of today that portrays the birth of the Son of God as a nice story. A nice 

story brought out at Christmas time and then put back on the shelf until next year, with little or 

no thought to God’s covenant. Understand well what God is saying in the birth of His Son. I 

alone bring forth the promised seed! I alone bring forth the Heir of the promise! I alone bring 

forth Christ - the Messiah! I alone bring forth the Son of God! I alone provide Myself - 

Immanuel - God with us! I alone bring forth Jesus the Savior of His people! Read this quote from 

Professor Hanko’s pamphlet, “The Covenant with Abraham”, No. 13, pages 11-12: “This was 

the wonder of the ages, the central miracle of all time, the pre-eminent wonder of grace. Christ 

was born. He was born not by the will of men - it was impossible for man to bring Him forth. He 

was born not in a natural and earthly way - this was outside the scope of human ability. He was 

born from a virgin, by a wonder of God. He was born through the power of the Most High 

without a human father, acting upon the womb of the virgin of David’s royal line. It was the 

mystery of the incarnation, the wonder of Bethlehem, the power of Grace!” 

 What comfort this is to our souls. God provided Himself a lamb to take away all our sins. 

What a matchless gift God has provided for His people. When we understand the birth of Christ 

let us see the wonder of it and look further to see the power of our deliverance from hell in the 

death of the Son of God on the cross and His ascension into heaven where He now rules 

victoriously over all things. To God alone be the glory! 
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