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 As I begin the endeavor of being an associate editor for your publication, young people, I 

wish to relate several thoughts. First of all, I appreciate the opportunity which you have extended 

to me. It has been some time since I have had a specific function in a young people’s 

organization. Because I have not worked with you as a group, however, does not mean that I 

have lost contact with you. I have maintained an interest in young people and make a point of 

talking with many of you. 

 But I wonder why you chose me, of all people, to write for your magazine. Yet, I look 

forward to serving you. And you should know that I, and all the people who pen words for the 

Beacon Lights, need your prayerful support. 

 The question arose in my mind: “What are the needs of the young people?” We hear 

these expressions of concern for the young people. Parents, elders, ministers, and your teachers, 

are willing to convey their concern for you. Prayers are made for young people, petitions that our 

Lord will remember you in your particular needs in the evil times in which we live. 

 Why is there such an emphasis on young people? Do the young people have a unique 

need? To serve you best, to give you what you need to hear, to edify you by means of the printed 

page, the question must be properly answered. 

 You have a need that is common to all of God’s people. You must be exhorted, 

admonished, instructed, and comforted by the Word of God. Scripture is able to do this, for all 

Scripture is profitable (II Timothy 3:16,17). Knowledge of God and of His Word, I say, is a need 

common to all of the people of God. But is there a need that is unique to young people? 

 Yes, all of God’s people must be instructed. But peculiar to young people is the learning 

of the basic, fundamental principles of the pilgrim life. The people of God are strangers in a 

strange land. And you must learn and understand the pilgrim’s way of life. This is a 

responsibility which is yours because you have been born into the church by means of covenant, 

pilgrim parents. 

 The various ways and means to aid you in your learning process are obvious. You learn 

at home, as school, at church, in catechism, in society, in personal devotions, and so on. That you 

take seriously your responsibility to learn the pilgrim way of life is evident from the fact that you 

publish this little magazine for yourselves. 

 And now you have asked me to write for you and I wonder what shall I write that will be 

meaningful for you. I must write something to which you can relate.  

 If you are to learn the basic, fundamental principles of the pilgrim life, and if I am to aid 

you in your learning, and if the Scriptures are profitable in giving practical information and 

instruction, then we shall together seek and explore His Word to discover something meaningful 

to which both you and I can relate.  

 The Book of Proverbs is filled with practical implications for young people. The 

viewpoint of the book is from a wise man teaching young people the basics of life. And so we 

wish to write our essays under the general title of “Proverbs for Young Pilgrims.” 

 In Proverbs 4:13 we read: “Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she 

is thy life.” 



 All of life is a learning process. As young children, we learned what we now so easily 

take for granted. To walk, to talk, to count simple numbers, to read simple words; all of these we 

have practiced for several years. We assume that our walking and talking and reading will 

always be part of our daily functions. Because we have learned these functions early in life, and 

because these activities are so much a part of us, we take these blessings to for granted. Shame 

on us! God could deprive us of these functions in a moment! But as children we took hold of our 

parents’ instruction, we learned how to walk and to talk. And to the extent that we do not daily 

appreciate these blessings, we have let go of that instruction! We have not kept it, although it is 

an essential part of our lives. 

 Now, as young people, the learning process continues. We are now in the advanced 

stages of learning the basic, fundamental principles of the pilgrim life. We have built upon our 

knowledge of talking and reading. This prior instruction allows us to learn more in depth the 

wonders of God and of His Creation. We have a growing understanding of the pits of depravity, 

of the miracle of the cross, of the joy of salvation, and of the peace of God! 

 However, we face a certain problem of life. This instruction, this learning process can be 

merely academic if we are not careful! And if we allow this to happen, then we lose the thrill of 

learning our lessons, for the spiritual aspect of learning is excluded. Then follows a lackadaisical 

attitude toward learning and we become easily distracted from the available instruction. We fail 

to take fast hold! 

 About the same time that this happens, we, young people, are attempting to take upon 

ourselves more responsibility. I want to write a little bit about this. 

 I remember when I wanted my parents to give me more responsibility. “How responsible 

I was for my age!” I was impressed with myself! Neither could I understand why my parents did 

not share in that impression. 

 Young person, can you identify this in your life? You desire that your parents recognize 

your responsible characteristics. You want so much that your parents could give you added 

responsibility. 

 One of our retired ministers taught this definition of responsibility: “Responsibility is the 

ability to respond.” He taught this with is the regard to the concept of our being dead to sins and 

trespasses and that we are therefore unable to respond. Or, that our responsibility was that with 

wicked hands we crucified our Lord. (Cf. Acts 2:23). 

 But if we adapt this definition to our instruction here, then we learn proper response for 

our life as pilgrims. So for our instructors, that is, parents, teachers, etc., to give us 

responsibility? Then we must learn to be able to respond properly to the various events of life. 

But the ability to respond is something we learn through instruction. And we must take fast hold 

of this instruction! 

 And notice that the proverb makes this an urgent matter! Take fast hold! Let not go! It is 

almost an emergency. 

 This should bring us back to our spiritual senses. The urgency of the matter is that, 

having become academically knowledgeable, and having lost the spiritual thrill of learning our 

lessons, we are distracted by all sorts of worldly ideas and things. And when this happens, we 

slow the spiritual learning process of life. 

 Because we are so easily distracted, and because our responsibility is not yet fully 

developed, these distractions soon become little idols. But taking hold of instruction we are able 

to respond properly and recognize the distractions for what they are: tools of the devil! Tools 

which he uses to stymie, if not altogether halt, our receiving of instruction. 



 Can you identify these distractions in your life, young person? Maybe it is T.V., or sports, 

or a car, or even your social life. You should take a few moments and discover that which 

distracts you. And now take a few more moments to concentrate on your proper response. 

 When we learn to respond properly, to take fast hold of spiritual instruction, to keep it, 

then we have learned a basic lesson of the pilgrim life.  

 And the pilgrim life is what it is all about! That is the reason for the urgency of the 

proverb. Instruction is your life, according to the proverb. Later in life, when you have finished 

your instruction, and when you have learned the proper responses, and when you are responsible 

(able to respond), then you will use all of these tools in order to develop your own learning 

process. 

 Young people, do you understand? 

 The pilgrim life is permeated with the love of God and His Law. Out of God’s Law is the 

knowledge of sin. This knowledge produces a hatred for and a fleeing form sin. And God’s grace 

makes us able to respond with a sanctified pilgrim life! 

 This is precisely the reason for the concern of our parents, teachers, preachers, and elders. 

This is the reason for the emphasis which is placed upon the instruction of young people. We are 

concerned for the development of God’s truth in the hearts and lives of His people! You, young 

people, are being prepared to become the new parents, teachers, preachers, and elders in the 

Church of God. 

 Do you understand the awesome responsibility which will soon be yours? How we wish 

to impress this upon you. But where we fail, God’s Word has power to succeed. For God has 

given this proverb for the young pilgrim: “Take fast hold of instruction…she is thy life.”  

 This is your calling in life. This is God’s command to you. 

 Are you able to respond? 
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