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 Minutes of the 40th annual Protestant Reformed Young People’s Convention held July 

21-25 on the Campus of Hope College in Holland, Michigan. The Hope Church young people 

sponsored the convention with the theme: “Appreciation of the Reformed Truth.” The topic was 

divided into four sub-topics. 

I. The Foundation 

II. The Development 

III. The Admonition 

IV. The Application 

Their text was taken from Hebrews 10:23, “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 

without wavering; for he is faithful that promised;”. The theme song was “The Church of 

Christ.” 

The 1980 Convention began Monday, July 21, with registration at Hope Church. 

Conventioneers from all over the U.S. and Canada came in car loads to register, get their room 

numbers, have a quick lunch and load the buses. Final rules and regulations and announcements 

were given and the Convention was in full swing on its way to the college. Upon arrival at the 

campus, free time was given to settle in and get cleaned up for supper. After supper the 

convention picture was taken, and at 8:00 Rev. Van Baren introduced and spoke on the first 

topic, “The Foundation.” Two special numbers were also given by Kevin Bylsma and the 

Skipstra Quartet. There was a pizza party after the speech. Lights out at 12:30. 

Tuesday forecasted a dark dismal day; this of course is not beach weather. No problem, 

the schedule was just switched around – Tuesday was Wednesday, and Wednesday was Tuesday. 

By 7:30 everyone was present for devotions and breakfast. An introductory speech was given by 

Deanne Wassink on “Aspects of the Worship Service”, after which discussion groups were 

conducted. 

Our first business meeting followed: 

I. Bob Faber read a scripture passage and opened with prayer. 

II. Roll call was taken – 7 delegates were not present. 

III. The Financial Report of the Federation Board and Beacon Lights were read. The 

Federation Board’s balance on hand as of July 1, 1980, is $15,324.46 The Beacon 

Lights balance as of May 1, 1980, is $355.63. 

IV. Acknowledging of nominees for the Federation Board to be voted on Thursday. 

V. Minutes of 1979 Convention were read and approved. 

VI. Dues were set as follows ($12.00 per member): 

$8.00 – convention expense 

3.00 – Scholarship Fund 

1.00 – Beacon Lights 

 VII.  Read and accepted Scholarship Fund Committee’s scholarship awards. 

VII. Brian D. Dykstra closed with prayer. 

Following the noon meal the afternoon was spent in sports activities – volleyball 

tournaments, swimming, tennis and anything imaginable. Supper was served around 5:30 and 

then everyone cleaned up a little and headed for Dimnent Memorial Chapel where Prof. Hanko 

delivered the second topic, “The Development.” Special numbers were given by Redlands and 

Hope Societies. The basketball tournament started after the speech. Teams were selected at 



random, although by the end of the last games, players were switched and teams were pretty well 

rigged in order to win. Lights out at 12:30. 

Wednesday, the weather forecasted a bright, sunny day. So after breakfast and discussion 

groups that were conducted on the topic, “Christian Courtesy” and introduced by Everett Buiter, 

the bus rolled out with beach bound conventioneers. Upon arrival at Oval Beach in Saugatuck, 

we had devotions and ate our brown bag lunches. The rest of the afternoon was spent playing 

volleyball, (of course the guys had to play football), frisbee, swimming and baking in the sun. By 

3:30 everyone was tired and sunbaked, so the bus headed for the campus while everyone 

anticipated a refreshing shower. The speech that night was given by Rev. Van Overloop on the 

third topic, “The Admonition.” Southeast young people gave a special number. Again after the 

speech free time was given to play basketball, to swim, play tennis and just goof around. Lights 

out at 12:30. 

By Thursday morning, most of us half awake, dragged ourselves to the Phelps Hall for 

breakfast, but by 9:00 we were wide awake and ready to start another day. The morning started 

off with discussion groups. The topic was introduced by Tom Miersma as John Smith was 

absent. The topic discussed was “Confession of Sin.” At 11:00 our second business meeting was 

underway: 

I. Brian D. Dykstra opened the meeting with prayer. 

II. Ballots were handed out for voting on new Federation Board members, the results 

as follows: 

Vice president – Dave Rau 

Vice treasurer – Mike Lotterman 

Vice Secretary – Norma Westra 

Librarian – Mary Van Baren 

III. Minutes of previous meeting were read and approved. Roll call was taken. 8 were 

not present. 

IV. Doug Dykstra closed with prayer. 

After lunch the annual east-west softball game was played by both girls and guys. Some 

caught a cat nap and others ran around buying last minute corsages for the Big Event – the 

Banquet. 

The punch bowl began at 6:00 and everyone enjoyed a good hearty banquet meal. After 

supper Rev. Joostens delivered the last speech on “The Application.” A special number was 

given by the Van Dyke and Engelsma Quartet. Following the speech, Bob Faber announced the 

new Federation Board members and thanked the retiring members. The rest of the night was 

spent like all the others except that everyone who was ready and willing to make their own ice 

cream sundae was free to do so.  

Lights out at 12:30. 

Friday, our last day, everyone met at Phelps Hall for breakfast. Dorms were cleaned and 

checked and by 10:00 the campus so full of sound and excitement for a week was quiet and 

empty. Goodbyes were said, promises were made to write, smiles through tears with a promise in 

each ones heart that God would be with us till we meet again. Tired, weary bodies boarded the 

bus back to Hope Church. Each one had a prayer in his heart that he would remember his creator 

in everything that he does even as He remembers us. 
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