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 I would, first, thank the committee of Hope Society for their kind invitation for me to 

speak at the convention. Especially, do I appreciate the opportunity of addressing you, covenant 

young people. I appreciate, too, the opportunity of speaking first of the four speakers who 

address you. It is not that I want this from the point of view of the honor of being first, but rather 

because now there is no one who can “steal my thunder” in speaking before me. 

 Being first speaker gives me the opportunity of saying a few words about the general 

theme of the convention: “Appreciating the Reformed Faith”. All four speeches will treat the 

subject - yet this first speech might present further explanation. 

 When I was assigned the subject, it was a bit unclear in my mind just what “foundation” 

was meant. I received the theme of my speech in two different forms. I had first understood my 

theme to refer to the Scriptural foundation of the Reformed Faith. However, later I rather 

received the impression that the committee wished to emphasize the Reformed Faith as the basis 

or foundation of our own faith. I will touch on both of these aspects - so whichever one was 

intended, each will receive its due share. 

 The subject: “Appreciating the Reformed Faith” is one of vital importance. Though I did 

not expect to see all of the young people here, sitting on the edge of their seats in anticipation of 

hearing four speeches on the subject, it is nevertheless of vital importance. 

 Perhaps I could even ask you young people here tonight just why you came to the 

convention. Many, if I can recall my own youth, come to the convention with the idea that we’re 

going to get away from parents for a little while, we’re going to meet old friends, we’re going to 

have a lot of fun (perhaps we have things already lined up that we intend to do) - but most likely 

most of us did not come here in eager anticipation of words of wisdom and instruction 

concerning “Appreciation of the Reformed Faith.” 

 I think I can understand that. Yet at the same time, I would point out that for you, young 

people, and for all of us a Protestant Reformed, what we have to say tonight and following 

evenings, is of utmost importance. We may not ignore the truths which must be emphasized. 

When one is young, one thinks about sports, entertainment, friends to do things with. Yet even 

youth is a time to consider serious matters - matter which really concerns us in this life and the 

next. 

 Likely, the older generation looks at the younger with a degree of apprehension. Looking 

at the young people and children of today, within the churches, one begins to wonder: “Is this 

what the church of tomorrow will be composed of?” One might wonder about evidences of lack 

of diligence, failure to use properly one’s abilities, lack of attention to things spiritual. What does 

this mean for the future of the church? The prayer of the older generation is that you, young 

people, will ever receive encouragement and grace to be steadfast and faithful - walking in the 

faith even til Jesus returns. 

 It will be my task to call your attention to the “Foundation of the Reformed Faith”. First, 

I point you to the importance of your theme. Secondly, I would show you the Scriptural 

foundation of that Reformed Faith. Finally, let us notice that this Reformed Faith is the basis or 

foundation of your own personal faith. 

 “Appreciation of the Reformed Faith” - just what did the committee have in mind? May I 

say a few things about that? First, when the phrase “Reformed Faith” is mentioned, what comes 

to mind is the word: “tulip”. Being even now in Holland, Michigan, knowing of the annual tulip 



festival here, this word ought to be one easily remembered. We often use the letters of the word 

to point out the so-called five points of Calvinism: T for total depravity; U for unconditional 

election; L for limited atonement; I for irresistible grace; and P for perseverance or preservation 

of the saints. Yet when we mentioned this, we have not fully described what is called, 

“Reformed Faith”. It is an important part, but not the full measure of “Reformed Faith”.  

 Sometimes one speaks of “Reformed” or “Calvinistic” Faith in distinction from the 

“Lutheran” Faith and the “Roman Catholic” Faith - as though the “Reformed” faith is but one 

segment of a vast array of different kinds of true and living faith. We may not say that either, 

however. The “Reformed” faith is the only and Scriptural faith. 

 

 When we speak of “Reformed” faith, we ought to think of the five points of Calvinism. 

But the “Reformed” faith intends to emphasize all the truths of Scripture, not excluding the truth 

of the absolute sovereignty of our God. Our forefathers had a way of expressing this when they 

said, “God is God”. By that expression they meant that there was no better way of expressing the 

infinitely wonderful truth that God rules over everything without exception. God is Absolute 

Ruler. Nothing escapes that rule. He governs the whole of creation, over the sun, moon, and 

stars. He directs everything that takes place on this earth. He determines the destiny of 

everything: of animate and inanimate things. “God is God.” This truth is an essential part of the 

“Reformed” faith. 

 Several years ago we heard an emphasis, during our churches’ fiftieth anniversary, on the 

truth of the covenant. God is the covenant God within Himself: as the Triune One. There is a 

communal relationship between Father, Son, and Spirit. This covenant fellowship God 

determined, eternally, to reveal outside of Himself within His creation. He would establish a 

blessed relationship between himself and His people in Jesus Christ whereby they are His people 

and He is their God. This too is a significant part of the “Reformed” faith. 

 Having pointed out all of this, you must understand why we have only touched on some 

of the high points of the Reformed Faith. We must remember that when we speak of the 

“Reformed Faith”, we are not speaking of something that sets forth a part of Scripture only. Nor 

are we speaking of something which our fathers added to Scripture some 400 years ago. Rather, 

when we speak of the “Reformed Faith” we do so only to distinguish the confession of our 

church concerning Scripture from that of other churches who also claim to be Scriptural. When 

we emphasize “Reformed Faith”, we emphasize the truths of Scripture. I would insist upon this 

fact. 

 You have been learning Scripture (Reformed Faith) in catechism, under the preaching in 

church, now at this convention and throughout your lives. We ought also to appreciate the rich 

heritage which is ours. 

 Do you sense what the term “appreciate” means? We tend not to appreciate what is 

common or ordinary. We don’t always appreciate the truths which our churches confess - 

because these seem to be ordinary, common-place. We hear these every Sunday. Yet, speaking to 

one who has recently come in contact with these truths, one begins to understand what 

“appreciate” means. Such a person tends to speak about these truths to everyone with whom He 

comes in contact. He can hardly speak enough of the wonderful heritage of God’s Word! 

 I might use the illustration of that common element: water. We take that for granted. If 

we are thirsty, we turn on a faucet and fill a glass with water. We want to wash our hands, we fill 

a sink with water. We have all the water we want when we want it. But if one were lost in the 



desert, if one had nothing to drink for many days, he would well understand what “appreciation” 

means - appreciation of that wonderful element: water. 

 You young people have you grown language to describe “appreciation”. It is that which 

“turns you on”; it is that of which one says, “I’ll buy that”. That is “appreciation”.  

 One often sees concrete examples of proper appreciation of Reformed faith. One sees this 

in the elderly saint: an old man or woman. One beholds in them the deep desire for that which is 

spiritual. They rejoice in the Reformed faith. Come, once, into the room of the elderly. Notice 

how that usually they sit in their favorite chair. When they were young, they were physically 

active. Now they sit. You see quickly, too, that these usually have glasses and perhaps a hearing 

aid. Their sense of sight and hearing is not what it used to be. Beside them, one often sees a 

magnifying glass - further to assist them in reading. But for all of these infirmities, one soon 

notices (at least of those saints of our own church) an open Bible and a Standard Bearer. The 

Bible, likely, has the largest available size of print. Yet, line by line, page by page, these people 

still diligently read their Bibles. It is not unusual that they have read the Standard Bearer from 

cover to cover the day it is received. That’s “appreciation” of the Reformed Faith. 

 Or I recall another instance of a man who would carefully write out the sermon outline in 

church while he was under the preaching. He would return home and each week painstakingly 

and carefully write, word-for-word, the sermon he had heard. I believe this shows appreciation of 

the Reformed Faith. 

 I recall another instance. I hesitate to present it because of its very personal nature - yet I 

think the young lady would not mine. One day, a number of years ago, I was called to the 

bedside of a young married woman, mother of several small children. She had surgery - and the 

shocking discovery was made: cancer. The doctors told her frankly that she had but a few weeks 

to live. She was young. Before marriage she had been a member of the Protestant Reformed 

Churches. Some time after marriage, she left this denomination to join her husband in his. When 

children came, they were instructed in public schools. In church the children received instruction 

which this young mother painfully realized was not the kind of instruction she received when 

younger. Increasingly, this bothered her - but there seemed nothing she could do about it. Then 

came surgery. The terrible word “cancer” was spoken - but three weeks perhaps to live. Then the 

thought uppermost in her mind was the belong once more to the church of her childhood where 

she well realized the Word of God was properly taught. She understood that her husband and 

children would not join her in this, but she wanted to return nevertheless. She wanted to be part 

of the church where she believed the Word of God was most purely preached. I told her that 

under these circumstances, I could not advise this kind of action. God knew her heart and mind. 

God knew her love of His Word. Her salvation surely did not depend upon membership within 

our churches. Yet she persisted. She would have her membership taken from one denomination 

and brought to the church she had belonged to as a child. There she had been taught sound 

Reformed Doctrine - even as you are being taught now. In her own mind, she was convinced that 

she could have peace only in that church where she believed the Word of God was most purely 

preached. Without expressing judgment on the action of changing membership, I would 

emphasize that it illustrates well what appreciation of the Reformed Faith means. Here was one 

who so appreciated Reformed truth that she wanted to die as a member of that church where she 

believed it to be most purely taught. Do you so appreciate Reformed truth? 

 Examine yourselves! If it is a question of going to a ballgame or other sport, or learning 

of your questions - which comes first? If it is a question of watching a television program, or 

having your nightly devotions - which comes first? If it is a question of going out with the gang 



(and skipping society), or going to society where you can study God’s Word - which do you do? 

How much do you appreciate the Reformed Faith? It is this question that I would confront you 

with - and so will the following speakers. I would hope that you, young people, face this in all 

honesty and sincerity. Do you really appreciate the Reformed Faith as you have been taught this 

and as you have learned it? You know how important it is: it is a matter of life or death. It 

involves our relationship with the living God. It involves both this life and the life to come. It is 

far more important that sports, than physical activities, or any other such earthly pleasures you 

may seek. You should have “fun” this week at the convention - but be very sure that you did not 

just come here for fun. Show from the heart that sincere interest in our Reformed heritage. 

 The Reformed Faith to which we hold is indeed Scriptural. It might be easy to forget this. 

In this connection, there is a great evil seen in our own age. It is the evil of teaching that there are 

all kinds of “faiths” in which people serve the same God. There are many different roads to 

heaven. Even within the faithful church there is increasingly a resentment against the claim that 

those of other faiths are not truly serving God. There is not only the idea that Roman Catholic, 

Lutheran, Methodist, Jehovah Witness, Seventh Day Adventist - all surely go to heaven. But one 

hears even the claim that the Christian as well as the Jew and Moslem are each serving the same 

one God. One often hears people encouraged to “worship God in the church or synagogue of 

your choice.” Related to this is the effort today of allowing everyone their “rights” to worship 

God as they please. It may well be that we run into difficulty with the government in the future 

about this too. The government might well, in the future, insist that no parent, at home or through 

schooling, may seek to direct his child in some religious path. Each must be allowed to choose 

from himself. 

 Already today many insist that as long as you recognize some kind of God, you are safe; 

you need not worry. In the days ahead, you will become increasingly aware of the truth of what I 

am saying. 

 We have been taught, and we believe, that there is one proper and Scriptural way of 

serving God: in the way of what we call the “Reformed Faith”. That is indeed Scriptural. 

Whatever contradicts this, is wrong and must be condemned. But opposition to this 

singlemindedness will grow. Intelligent men will tell us that there is no one single way of serving 

God. You may already know some who scoffingly ask why you find it necessary to belong to a 

specific church as the Protestant Reformed Churches. They may ask why you should be 

attending a Protestant Reformed Christian School. Why? Then you might being to wonder: why 

am I doing all of this? Is this right? Are my parents correct? Is the minister correct in what he 

says? These insist on the importance of the Reformed Faith. 

 Therefore may we understand well: we maintain the Reformed Faith because it is 

founded upon the Word of God. It is Scriptural. I have here neither the time not the opportunity 

to show that this is true. But you learn in catechism the Scriptural basis for the truths we confess 

- and you should strive to learn more of this. I would encourage you to study the Word of God 

carefully to find out yourself that the Reformed Faith in which you have been instructed is truly 

Scriptural. 

 I would then encourage you, young people, to search out Scripture carefully and 

regularly. You might well too study our three confessions: the Heidelberg Catechism, the 

Netherlands Confession, and the Canons of Dort. These confessions have, either in the margin or 

in the body of the text, many Scriptural passages listed. There is a wealth of material to study. 

Our confessions do not simply make bold claims without Scriptural support. Our fathers, the 

authors of the creeds, wanted to express what Scripture taught when they wrote the creeds. Study 



the Scriptural passages to which they refer - and see if these confessions are not true. Have you 

ever done that? Ought you not to be interested in doing that - if indeed you appreciate our 

Reformed Faith? You have heard, of course, many sermons on the Heidelberg Catechism. But 

have you studied the other two creeds and examined their Scriptural basis? If you appreciate a 

thing, you ought to put effort into knowing this thing. 

 Many of you attend catechism classes: especially one on the Heidelberg Catechism or 

one on Essentials of Reformed Doctrine. Both of these classes use workbooks or memory books 

which have texts from Scripture to support the instruction given. You ought to examine these 

texts carefully - see if they do prove the answer which you are required to learn. We must see 

from Scripture that the Reformed Faith is truly the teaching of the Word of God. 

 This Reformed Faith must be the basis or foundation of our personal faith. The objective 

confession of the church must be the foundation of our subjective confession of truth. Our faith 

is directly tied to the Reformed Faith. By faith I confess, or say the same thing with, the church 

of all ages. That living faith within the Christian does not simply “happen”. It is not somehow 

poured into one. The conscious, living faith of the Christian develops under the preaching and 

instruction of Scripture. All other things being equal, the more one knows of Scripture (and the 

Reformed Faith), the stronger is his personal faith. The more he understands, the better can he 

confess his union with Jesus Christ. 

 Jesus emphasized this too when He gave His “missionary command”. He sent His 

disciples into all the world and required of them that they “teach and baptize”. They had to teach 

first. On the basis of what one knew, a knowledge applied to the heart, that one could confess 

and be baptized in Christ’s Name. 

 Therefore, young people, learn well the truths of Scripture as these are summarized in our 

Reformed Confessions. If you never learned Scripture nor the Reformed Creeds, there could be 

no belief. Learn, learn, learn these truths in your youth. These represent the substance of your 

confession of faith. He who knows and understands and believes the truths set forth in Reformed 

Doctrine, cries out to God for mercy - even as the publican of Jesus’ day. 

 You say, perhaps, that you believe - but you don’t have much time to read your Bible. 

You really, truly believe, you are convinced you are a Christian - but you don’t have time to 

study for catechism, to prepare for society, or to read the Creeds of the church. You claim to 

believe - even though you know hardly anything about our Reformed Creeds. But what kind of 

Christian is that? At the very best, this kind of Christian is very weak; he is “wishy-washy”. He 

understands only what might be called a “thumbnail” gospel. He knows that there if God; he 

knows that there is a Savior to save from sin. Beyond that, he knows hardly anything. Is that the 

kind of Christian you are? 

 Such a Christian never really knows his own mind. He is in such a state that he is not 

always sure what is truth and what is the lie. He is ready to sacrifice the truth for earthly 

conveniences. He does not hesitate to forsake the Reformed Faith in order to enter into a 

marriage union with one of another “faith”. He is ready to forsake his church for the sake of a 

job. It does not make much difference to this one if he goes from one church to another - perhaps 

even to a Roman Catholic Church. 

 Rather, he who studies and knows the truths of Scripture, he who understands the 

Reformed Confessions, he who studies the Creeds of the church - grows in the faith. He is strong 

in the midst of a hostile and evil world. He resists the evil even when this should mean 

imprisonment or death. That’s the kind of Christian we want you to be. 



 So we would encourage you, young people: know the Reformed Faith; study the Word of 

God which is the foundation of this Reformed Faith. See for yourselves how that you are 

strengthened in your faith as you faithfully apply yourselves in this way. 

 Neglect this faithful study of Scripture and the Creeds; choose instead the corruptions of 

this world, its pleasures and lusts - and you show the evidence of being an unbeliever. All such 

as reject the pure Word of God and deny the confessions of the church, will also be cast forever 

into the depths of hell - where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 But one who knows and understands what Scripture teachers, one who confesses the 

truths of the “Reformed Faith”, grows ever more deeply aware of his great dependence upon the 

living God. He who understands and appreciates the Reformed Faith, looks then at himself and 

declares, “I know now that I am nothing. I cannot deliver myself from sin and death. It is not my 

nature to desire deliverance. I can find no other creature to deliver me. None, of all creatures, can 

satisfy the justice of God because of my sins.” That same child of God recognizes that without 

some way of deliverance, there would be only the certainty of eternal punishment in hell.  

 Yet we also understand, for such is the teaching of the Reformed Faith, that there is but 

one complete way of salvation: the cross of Jesus Christ. He paid fully for the sins of His elect. 

There is nothing these need add. God is satisfied with His suffering and death on the cross. They 

payment is complete. Ah, what a wonderful sense of joy and peace floods our souls because of 

such deliverance! We now can stand in God’s blessed Presence eternally. 

 That truth makes one humble, doesn’t it? We say it: God is Sovereign. We know it: man 

is nothing. We confess it: saved by grace alone and completely. What a wonderful salvation is 

ours. He who confesses and believes, also then appreciates deeply the Reformed Faith. It is the 

basis of our own living faith. Is that your appreciation of the truths of the Reformed Faith? I pray 

that it may be so. Thank you. 
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