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 The word “rapture” is seldom used or heard in our communion of churches. And when it 

is used, it is employed usually to designate a doctrinal position which our churches do not 

believe is Scriptural. 

 However, we do well to ask whether this is correct, and whether we ought not use the 

word increasingly as we rush to the end of time. The word, as used today means extreme delight 

or pleasure; ecstasy; enthusiasm. It means to be thrilled, to have a wonderful experience. If I may 

use the expression, it means to be “on cloud nine”. And we do exactly expect rapture when 

Christ returns upon the clouds of heaven. Should we then avoid the word? 

 As to its basic idea the word means to be transported; to be lifted up. The present use of 

the word does not do violence to that idea. It amplifies it and presents rapture as being 

transported, carried to a higher degree of joy and blessedness. And we certainly can use it as 

referring to our translation to the glories of heaven when Christ returns for us at the end of the 

ages. 

 Why, then, do not our churches use the word? What is wrong with stirring men’s minds 

and hearts with the hope of such ecstasy, such bliss and future joy? We believe Christ is coming. 

We believe that He brings with Him joys and blessedness beyond anything the world has ever 

seen, glory above what Adam and Eve knew in paradise. Why not preach the rapture and sing of 

it? 

 The reason is that there is a wrong use of the word which we do not want to encourage or 

introduce into the minds of our people. Let me explain. The word rapture, which does not appear 

in Holy writ, is a word given by Premillennialists to what they believe will take place any day 

now. It is that which immediately precedes the millennium, and is a temporary blessedness 

which only some of the believers will enjoy for a thousand years before the end of time has been 

reached. we disagree with this on the basis of several passages of Holy writ, because we believe 

that the Word of God teaches us that there will be only one coming of Christ to resurrect His 

people and bring them to glory, and therefore also only one resurrection day coming. The 

Premillennial position is that Revelation 20 speaks of a literal one thousand years before which - 

and that is the meaning of the pre or before in Premillennialism - Christ will come for some of 

the believers. After the thousand years He will come for another group of believers; and thus 

there are two different groups that receive their resurrections one thousand years apart. 

 The rapture, according to this doctrinal position, precedes even the first coming of Christ, 

and is usually presented (for Premillennialists do not agree on all the details of their position of a 

coming before the one thousand year period) as taking place seven years before the coming of 

Christ in what they call the revelation, and which ushers in the beginning of the Millenium. To 

explain the first resurrection in Revelation 20 they go back to Matthew 24:40 and 41. Now to let 

Scripture interpret Scripture is proper and our calling. But in this instance the interpretation is 

incorrect. In Matthew 24:40 and 41 we read, “Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be 

taken and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken and the 

other left.” That this refers to the coming of Christ cannot be denied, for the whole section from 

the beginning of the chapter deals with Christ’s return, and was spoken in answer to the question 

of the disciples as to when the end of the world would come, and that the signs were of His 

coming. But the passage does not say that some are going to be caught up into a rapture, a 

blessed life in the air while others remain behind here on this earth and time goes on and the 



world enters a period of time wherein there are mass conversions because Satan is bound so that 

he cannot tempt man into sin. One shall be taken to glory, and the other is not taken to glory is 

the idea. For the verses immediately preceding this statement clearly indicate that the end of the 

world comes right after these are taken to glory, and that the world does not continue for another 

one thousand years. We read in verses 36-42, “But of the day and the hour knoweth no man, no 

not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. But as in the days of Noe were, so shall also the 

coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark. And knew 

not until the flood came, and took them away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 

Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken and the other left. Two women shall be 

grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken and the other left.” There is no idea here of some 

escaping that destruction that comes, when Christ returns, to live another thousand years. Nor is 

there any idea here of some caught up into the air with glorified bodies that somehow are for a 

thousand years waiting for the new earth which is promised to the believers. See Matthew 5:5 

and Revelation 21:1-3. 

 The plain teaching in Matthew 24:1-41 is that when Christ comes there will be 

destruction and judgment like at the flood. The end of the world will have come even as the end 

of the first world came when God sent the flood. What is more, in I Thessalonians 4:13-17, 

which contains the expression the Premillennialists use to describe the rapture, namely, “Shall be 

caught up together with them in the clouds, and so shall we meet the Lord in the air”, also 

teaches us that there is one resurrection day and not two. Paul speaks of those being caught up 

after Christ returns, and not before His bodily visible coming to end time, and with the shout of 

the archangel. The Premillennial view is that He comes quietly without being seen or heard, and 

all we know of His coming is that we miss people who were taken while others were left in the 

field or at the mill. In I Thessalonians 4:16, 17 we read, “For the Lord Himself shall descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God: and the dead in 

Christ shall rise first. then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them 

in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” You will note 

that this matter of being caught up to meet the Lord in the air follows the resurrection of the 

dead, and that it also comes after a powerful display of Christ’s return. There is not the slightest 

thought here of people any day now being caught up and missed while the world goes on without 

them. Instead there is Christ’s shout of victory and the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of 

God. And you may be sure that God’s trumpet can make itself heard around the world. Christ 

will not come to catch us up into the air in a silent coming; nor will He do this before the 

resurrection of the dead. 

 Now it is true that in Revelation 20 we read of two resurrections, but these are not two 

groups of people being resurrected a thousand years apart from each other. Instead it is two 

resurrections of the same people, one of the soul to enter heaven’s glory, and one of the body 

after the millennium. For not that Revelation 20:5 says, “This is the first resurrection.” And that 

word this refers back to verse 4 where John sees the Old Testament saints in glory with their 

souls. The Premillennialists always want to take things literally in the book of Revelation. Let 

them then take note that this verse speaks of souls and not of bodies. The passage also speaks of 

a second death which these will not experience. And that refers to the eternal death of hell which 

the bodies and souls of those already in glory with their souls shall not know. That death hath no 

power over them. 



 There are many other related matters which room does not allow. I was asked to write 

about the rapture. But there are the related matters of the binding of Satan, the separation of the 

Jewish believers from the Gentile believers, the reign of the Jews with Christ in Palestine, that all 

belong to the Premillennial picture and could profitably be treated in Beacon Lights in future 

articles. For in these the danger of the position of the Premillennialists come to the fore more 

than in the mere expectation of some being caught up into glory with body and soul a thousand 

years before Christ returns and brings this world to an end. There is also for example the text in I 

John 2:18 that it is the last time, or as the Greek has it, “the last hour”. A millennium, a new 

time, a new hour after this present one is finished there just is not. 

 Expect rapture when Christ comes in the sense that beauty and glory come which eye 

hath not seen, ear hath not heard, and has never entered into the heart of man. But expect this 

when Christ comes with a shout, not silently only for some. Expect this to come when He comes 

to save His whole Church and to bring this present world to its end, as the flood brought the first 

world to an end.  

 And undoubtedly we could speak more, and think more, and sing more of that coming of 

Christ. The prosperity, the affluence, the high standard of living of today also affect you, young 

people, to turn your thoughts away from that rapture which we shall have, and to cause you to 

seek the things below and live for this life and your flesh. But listen to Paul in Titus 2:13, 

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 

Jesus Christ.” Do that, young people. Let your life be one of looking for that glory and the 

salvation that brings it. Watch the signs of the times all around you; and be listening for that 

shout of victory when He returns. 
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