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 I was requested to write on the subject of “television”. I have done so repeatedly in the 

past. Others have too. Still, the subject constantly re-occurs. Even then, whatever is said or 

written seems to have little effect on our habits in the use of television. So perhaps as a slightly 

different approach might be required. Today there are taken all kinds of surveys. There are 

opinion polls. These suggest the “general” mind of the populace. Perhaps a survey of our own 

habits, attitudes and practices might give us a clear insight into our own situation. 

 How do you judge the quality of television programming? 

 Television has been called, by non-religious critics, a “vast wasteland”. If such is the 

evaluation of non-Christian critics, ought our standards to be lower? So, why do you watch 

television? For its educational value? For its artistic content? And: do you evaluate programs 

each time these are aired (good, bad, etc.)? Do you watch programs where God’s Name is 

profaned, where His laws are ignored? Does it bother you at all when such occurs? Do you turn 

off the television whenever inappropriate and evil programs are broadcast? How often have you 

turned off your television for such a reason? Are there any kinds of restrictions in your home as 

to the type of program that may be watched? Are you the master of your television set - or its 

slave? Evaluate your own practices in light of the above questions. 

 What are your reasons for watching television? 

 Perhaps you never gave this a thought. is television viewing for you only a matter of 

entertainment? Or of relaxation? You find it to be entertaining when you observe programs 

where God’s laws are broken? You can relax when there is cursing, killing, stealing, kidnapping? 

Or do you watch television because everyone else does? Your friends view television. They 

come to school and talk about what they have seen the night before. If you don’t keep up, you 

won’t be able to join in on their conversations? 

 Or do you watch television programs because it is a good substitute for movie 

attendance? You are not allowed to go to movies. Big deal! You can see much the same thing 

right in your homes on television. Is that why you watch? 

 Do you watch television because it instills into your life some sort of excitement? You 

can't wait til the next episode of the program appears - to see what is going to happen? or the 

quiz programs satisfy your sense of greed? 

 Or do you watch television because there are ways in which it promotes your faith? You 

believe that after watching, you can be a better child of God? It assists you in seeking the 

kingdom of heaven and its righteousness? 

 Do you consider the time spent watching television? 

 Few people admit that they watch television much. Most insist that they can take it or 

leave it. But think once: if you watch television only an hour a day, for just five days a week, that 

amounts to about two years of 24-hour-a-day viewing; or, about six years of our lives of viewing 

8 hours a day every day! That represents quite a chunk of a life-time! But most people, if they 

add up the time, find that they view television far more than 5 hours a week! 

 But consider all of this in another perspective. Do you spend more time with television 

than you do in reading the Standard Bearer and Beacon Lights? Do you spend more time 

watching television than you do reading and studying Scripture? Do you spend more time 

viewing television than you do for preparing for society? Do you spend more time watching 

television than you do in helping and encouraging fellow children of God? Or even do you spend 



more time with television than you do with all of the above put together? Do you, who watch 

television, find so often that you must tell the catechism teacher, the society leader, the school 

teacher - that you did not have time to finish the required assignments? Do you have not enough 

time to help your parents around the home? Does television serve merely to grant a little time of 

relaxation from regular and necessary labors - or does it infringe upon necessary labors? 

 Is there sin involved in viewing certain programs? 

 It is not difficult for one to evaluate television programs - claiming one is bad and another 

is good. We might even concede that it would be better if we were not to watch the “bad” 

programs. But do we sin before God in viewing certain things? Is there a deliberate act of 

rebellion on our part in looking at that which represents transgressions of God’s law? Can we 

watch anything we please - without sinning? Or does it not matter to us if we sin in doing a 

thing? Do we seek holiness of life also in our viewing of television? 

 What do we get out of television? 

 Usually a person could ask: what do I get out of this thing? But the question must be 

faced especially with television. After we see a program, do we ask ourselves the question: what 

benefit has this program been for me? Is this a program from which I have learned something - 

and can apply to my spiritual life? But, so you ask, you don’t do this with respect to other things. 

Yet, ought not that to be what we always do? Ought we not to question whatever we do that we 

may be sure that we can glorify God in it and profit ourselves spiritually? Does not Scripture 

itself testify that what is not to the glory of God, out of true faith, is sin? Must we not apply that 

standard to our television viewing too? 

 So - what is the answer to our survey? 

 Often surveys are summarized in terms of percentages. Conceivably, one could design 

some sort of test which might give us a percentage: 0 equals that which is utterly bad to 100 

which would be perfectly good. Yes, it would be very difficult to do that. We can, however, turn 

to Scripture and give a general rating in light of what Scripture declares. On the bottom end of 

the scale Scripture presents the man of sin: (Rom. 1:32) “Who knowing the judgment of God, 

that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure 

in them that do them.” Then there is the opposite: “Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 

things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are 

of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” (Phil 4:8). 

Then: where do you stand? 

 What to do about television? 

 Some have suggested ridding one’s self of every television set. Others suggest that it be 

stored in the closet to be taken out only on special occasions for certain important and special 

presentations. Still others suggest Christian liberty allows one to use it as he pleases. Certainly 

the last suggestion is wrong. But there must be control, absolute control. On top of each set one 

could well place the Scriptural text: “Whatever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” How one 

exercises that control is a matter of Christian liberty. But let us not become indifferent not 

careless with this wonderful but dangerous invention. It is a matter of our spiritual health. 
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