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Dear Rev. Moore, 

 What is your opinion of girls wearing pants to church rather than dresses? 

 To this question we will direct our attention for a short space. This type of question could 

cause one to get himself into trouble in anyway one chooses to answer it. Hence, I will not give 

you a straight answer, it is good or it is evil. Rather, we shall look at some of the principles of 

Scripture as they concern the question. In the second place, be mindful that we need not limit this 

question to girls, but also ask the same question concerning the boys who wear sport shirts and 

slacks to church, rather than suits and ties.  

 In the first place, we must not become guilty of laying precept upon precept, to look to 

our works, in this case what we wear, for the determination of our salvation. This would lead us 

to the same house of the Pharisees, whom Christ reproves and condemns in their sin. If we were 

to set a strict code for dress for worship then we too would come under the condemnation of 

Jesus like unto that found in Matthew 15:7-9, “Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you 

saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouths, and honoureth me with their lips; 

but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the 

commandments of men.” Thus we must not make our commandments, doctrines in the church. 

 In the second place, we confess together the truth that God has not respect of men, see 

James 2:1-7. And if there comes into your midst one who is poor and cannot afford a nice dress 

or suit for Sunday worship, this person is no less to be received into our fellowship and 

communion. Be he a child of God he is a fellow member of the one body of Christ. Thus here we 

see that clothes are not the essential thing in our worship.  

 However, in the third place, while our clothes that we wear to church belongs to our 

Christian liberty, they may not be occasion for our sin. The apostle Paul warns of this in a text as 

found in Galatians 5:13, “For brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for 

an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.” 

 In this connection let us remember our outward appearance reflects our inner spiritual 

attitude. It can be no other way. God’s children cannot hide the light of God which lightens them. 

We may not keep our confession back. Also it is true that our dress reflects our attitude to the 

worship of God. 

 If one is careless in his dress or unkept in his dress when he comes to worship God, it 

reflects the esteem he holds the God he worships. The Scripture exhorts us again and again to 

honor and glorify and respect the living God we serve. Then we may ask a simple question 

which will reflect also upon our dress for worship. If you had an audience with the President of 

the U.S. or the Queen of England what would you wear? Or if you have a dinner engagement to 

go to the fanciest and most plush restaurant in town, what would you wear? Then when you 

come before God ought we not wear our finest, does not this reflect the importance of the 

worship service to us who are sinners and have such great need of God’s saving Word? Surely it 

is necessary in all things to prepare for our worship services, where we come into the presence of 

our living God in Christ. 
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