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It is the duty of all Christians to love fellow saints. Christ loved them and gave Himself 

for them. Can we do any less? Of course, our love toward one another is not perfect as Christ’s 

love is toward us. Nevertheless, this is not an excuse; rather a call to strive toward that greater 

love toward one another. Christ commanded that we love one another as He loved us; and that by 

doing so, we are known to be His disciples. Love is the distinguishing mark that characterized 

the Christian. Therefore, we do well to understand our responsibility to strive toward that calling 

to love one another. 

I’d like us to think about loving our neighbor from these points: 

A. What is love? 

B. Who is love from? 

C. Who is love to? 

The question, what is love, is certainly no new question. There have been many answers 

to this question from philosophers and theologians. Their writings about love can become very 

confusing to one. Our attention toward any topic or question must lead us to the Scriptures, 

which is the truth concerning all things. 

I John 4:8 tells us that God is love. Therefore, it is impossible to know what love is unless 

we have an understanding of God. 

The Arminian, in his doctrine of God, reflects his view of love. The Reformed person 

with his view of God reflects his view of love. I strongly insist that the Reformed view of God 

has the most perfect understanding of God and His glory. The Reformed view of God is 

expressed in its doctrine. Therefore, we as Reformed people must reflect love toward our 

neighbor. 

The problem of loving our neighbor may lie with us. Perhaps we do not know the 

Reformed view of God, or maybe that knowledge is not affecting our lives. We are to be doers of 

the Word and not hearers only. 

A person cannot give a statement and sum up the definition of what the love of God is. At 

least I cannot. We are learning all of our lives what God’s love is; and when we die, we will have 

only a beginning of understanding His love. If a person wants to begin to understand what love 

is, let him study who God is through the Scriptures and the Reformed confessions. 

We must come to a conclusion that love comes out of God. There is no creature that can 

love out of himself. The human being cannot love; he can only hate. People show hatred toward 

others through various means. Hatred is not only shown by outward expressions, such as murder, 

lies, etc. Some of the most fateful sins are committed silently within our hearts. 

When we see that love is only of God, then we begin to understand how great that love is. 

I John 4:10-11 states, “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 

another.” 

The greatness of God’s love can never be measured. When God loves us, there is nothing 

that can separate us from that love. Romans 8:31-39 tells us that there is no power whatsoever 

that is able to separate us from God’s love. 

God’s love is first of all to His Son, Jesus. God loves the Triune God; and the covenant 

expressed between the Triune God is an expression of His love. That expression of His love 

reaches down to His people. Proof of that love is that He sent His son into a sinful world to die 



for His people. Think of that! God coming to earth, leaving all His glory, to dwell among us in 

our flesh. We deserve not His love; rather, His condemnation. 

As we consider what love is, the question arises what our responsibility is in loving our 

neighbor. The key to loving our neighbor is remembering that God loved us, miserable sinners 

that we are. We must bear in mind that one is not superior to another; that one deserves God’s 

love and not the other. The criteria of God’s love does not lie in nationality, culture or race; only 

according to His grace. 

The purpose of all our living is a Spiritual one. We have the purest manifestation of the 

Scriptures. We must not only guard that Truth and love it, but we must love to see it grow in the 

lives of our fellow saints. This is not accomplished when our heart’s desire is set upon material 

gain or earthly pleasures. We must first seek the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. 

The purpose of Christ loving us was to bring us into His likeness. The purpose of our 

loving the fellow saints is to see them grow into the likeness of Christ. Our love for our neighbor 

tells us how we love Christ. If we are seeking our neighbor’s demise, then we are seeking 

Christ’s demise. If we are seeking harm for our neighbor, we are seeking harm to Christ. 

We ought to memorize Matthew 25:34-46 and live those Scriptures every day. As we 

clothe, feed, give drink to and visit our fellow saints, we do it to Christ. Do good to the 

household of faith. Thereby we do good to Christ. 

If there were a system whereby we could measure our love for our neighbor, perhaps we 

would be more conscious of doing it. But measuring our love might lead to self-righteousness. 

There is a sure measure which we must follow: How much do we love Christ? By that measure 

the fellow saints are loved in our words and deeds toward them. 

I have only touched upon the idea of love toward the neighbor. I would like to conclude 

by saying that having the truth and knowing it is only the beginning, the right beginning! Love is 

an action in our lives. God said He loved His people and He performed the works for their 

redemption. 

If we love God, we will also love God’s people and care for them as He does. Greater 

love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends! 
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