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 April is the month of Spring as well as April showers which bring May flowers. April is 

the month for Easter Sunday. Some churches hold a “sunrise service” on Easter Sunday. There 

are the worldly innovations during Easter such as the Easter bunny, chocolate coconut Easter 

eggs, jelly beans, and yellow baby chicks. Some baby chicks are real, while others are made out 

of candy to resemble baby chicks. We must not forget the colored Easter eggs, which the 

children sometimes gather by going on an Easter egg hunt inside the house. I wonder how long it 

would take a family to notice they had missed finding one of the eggs. 

 April is also the month we begin to think of planting the garden out back. Patiently, we 

wait for the day when the ground in the garden is dry enough for us to begin planting a variety of 

seeds for a summer harvest. 

 April is also the month for planning that special wedding day in May or June. April 

seems to be the month in which the earthly creation springs to life, not only the plants and 

animals, but also man himself. 

 Talk to any teacher and he or she will tell you the youth develop a particular restlessness 

in the month of March, but even more so in April. The youth seem to be, as it were, sitting on 

pins and needles. Often the children are staring out the window for countless minutes at a time. 

The teacher begins to hear complaints about recess not being long enough or the numerous days 

before school lets out. The teachers feel a sense of restlessness in themselves. Perhaps some of 

them have the same thoughts as the children. 

 This springing of life often makes us quickly forget what Easter is about! Yet it does not 

have to be that way when we remember these truths. Through the death of the Son of God on the 

cross, our filthy, vile sins are washed away and we are made alive unto newness of life. Through 

the shedding of the precious blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, our sins - the sins of His 

people - are blotted out; they are no more. As Christ arose victorious from the grave, so we as 

His sheep are raised in newness of life. The newness of life is the life of the Spirit of Christ 

within our heart. In our daily living, there flows a life which is unmistakably the life of Jesus 

Christ. That life is irresistible for it is a life by the faith of the Son of God. It is a life in which our 

faithful Covenant God pours out upon us all the blessings of Salvation which Jesus Christ has 

merited for us. It is a life of adoption, for we too are called sons of God. It is a life full of grace. 

 Consider the life of Jesus Christ while on earth. What a wonder! What an amazing 

blessed wonder from humble beginning to victorious end. Our lives must be characterized by the 

same wonder. Indeed, it is a wonder of God’s grace to be made alive when once we were dead in 

trespasses and sins. Our lives are no less a wonder now, for daily we are assured of the 

forgiveness of our sins. Daily we taste and see that God is good. Daily Jesus Christ, by His 

Spirit, lives in our heart. Daily we experience the wonder, the amazing, blessed wonder of God’s 

grace. Oh, how good is our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 To take a brief look at the blessedness of the life of Christ and our lives, consider the 

comparison of the blessedness of the “beatitudes” and the life of Jesus Christ. Jesus, as you will 

recall went about all Galilee, teaching and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 

manner of sickness and diseases among the people. His fame went throughout all Syria so much 

that great crowds of people followed Him. Because of the size of these crowds, Jesus went up 

into a mountain in order to teach His disciples and speak to the crowds. What He taught His 

disciples is known as the “sermon on the Mount” and the first part of that sermon is known as the 



“beatitudes.” Notice the similarity of the Beatitudes and the life of Jesus. It is as though Jesus 

were speaking and telling of the blessedness of His own life, which must also characterize our 

lives. Not only does Jesus tell who are blessed, but also what that blessedness is. We might even 

consider these Beatitudes as paradoxes because these statements would be contrary to what is 

believed by many today, and which is contrary to our own sinful human nature. 

 Jesus was indeed poor in spirit not because He lacked an amount of the spirit, not because 

he lacked an inner zealousness, but because He who was God was born of a virgin, the son of a 

carpenter, without wealth. Jesus had a humble birth and life. We too must be humble and content 

for we must declare that God is great and we are men, that He is holy and we are sinful. We must 

be poor in spirit, not boastful or proud. Our happiness is in our being brought into the glory of 

the kingdom of heaven.  

 Jesus mourned a great deal while here on earth. He mourned for His disciples daily 

because of their lack of understanding; He mourned for Peter; He mourned for us on the cross. 

Jesus mourned because of the sins of His people. We too must mourn because of our daily sins. 

Jesus was comforted because He did the will of His Father in heaven, we too must be comforted 

when we obey God and have a sincere sorrow over sin. Jesus was meek in that He humbled 

Himself. In all of the life of Jesus and especially during the days that preceded His death, Jesus 

was submissive. Submissive to the world - no, submissive to the will of His Father in heaven. So 

we too must be submissive to the will of our Father in heaven. Our inheritance is a blessed life 

on earth and the promise of the land of Canaan, heaven. 

 The righteousness that we hunger and thirst after is the righteousness of Jesus Christ. We 

seek to bear the image of God which is true righteousness and holiness. We are not simply 

desiring these things as we would a piece of cake, but we desire them because without them we 

would die, spiritually. We are in so great a need that we must have the righteousness of Jesus 

Christ for without righteousness we die. God then fills us with the blessing that we continue to 

even more hunger and thirst after righteousness. 

 Jesus was merciful, for He was compassionate, not only with the disciples, but with the 

lost sheep of Israel. His compassion is seen when He utters the words, “Father forgive them, for 

they know not what they do.” Great is the compassion of our Lord for us as He bore our sins on 

the cross. indeed, we did receive mercy who deserved no mercy. 

 Jesus was pure in heart being God and very man. He was without sin. He was Immanuel, 

God with us. We are pure in heart because our hearts are regenerated, because the spirit of Christ 

dwells in our hearts. Our hearts are pure because Jesus Christ has died and shed His blood for 

our sins. We are made alive by the redeeming grace of our Lord and only Savior Jesus Christ. By 

faith, the faith of the Son of God, we now see God. Our spiritual eyes enable us to see God. We 

believe we shall see God in Christ Jesus in heaven. What a blessing! 

 Jesus was the great Peace-Maker. Jesus made it possible for us to be at peace with God, 

for Jesus took away all our sins. He bore the terrible penalty for our heinous sins. He bore the 

wrath of God for our sins. Now we are made partakers of that peace which only Jesus, very God 

and very man, could merit for us. Indeed, we are called the children of God because of a full 

atonement. 

 Jesus knew persecution as no other man will know it. Jesus knew persecution all His life 

from the moment He was born. Many reviled Jesus, even calling Him a devil. Many spoke 

against Jesus and accused Him falsely, especially during His trial before the high priests and 

Pontius Pilate. During all of this, Jesus spoke only the truth and in a humble manner. We too 

must suffer the same kind of persecution. We too must speak only the truth in a humble manner. 



We must not be surprised at being persecuted. For they persecuted our righteous Master, how 

much more will we be persecuted for righteousness’ sake. Yet we must be glad and rejoice even 

in terrible persecution for in denying ourselves, we receive life everlasting. “He who shall lose 

his life for my sake shall find it,” says Jesus. 

 Yet, underlying the Beatitudes is the shadow of the cross, that horrible cross. The poor in 

spirit, they that mourn, the meek, they which hunger and thirst after righteousness, the merciful, 

the pure in heart, the peacemakers, they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, all 

characterize the life of Christ as He lived under the shadow of the cross. Jesus’ life was a life of 

suffering, unknowable suffering and shame. It was a life of deepest humility. It was a life of 

inexpressible anguish and terror of the soul. It was all of those things because of the greatness of 

the sins of His people. Yet through all of that horror Jesus was obedient to His Father in heaven. 

So we too are assured of God’s blessing even in the midst of a life of suffering and shame for 

righteousness’ sake. Jesus was forsaken that we might never be forsaken.  

 All of the Beatitudes are blessing because of Jesus Christ and His death on the cross. The 

Beatitudes are made possible through the way of the cross of Jesus. Yes, we are blessed for 

Jesus’ sake. 
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