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 Instant Cash! Instant Riches!! Buy a ticket for only a dollar.... rub the surface with 

a  coin....match up the same symbols, numbers, or designs and you too can be on your way to 

becoming independently wealthy for a life time. 

 Sounds very inviting, doesn’t it? Have you ever fantasized what you would or could do 

with a million-dollar lottery winning ticket? 

 The lottery, and the likes thereof, with their high stakes, are surely to be condemned. We 

do well to resist and abstain from participating in such gambling activities. 

 But what about what we sometimes consider to be only penny-ante stuff such as check 

pool, World Series pool, nickel and dime poker, etc.? Principally, it falls in the same category, 

namely, gambling of one sort or another. 

 Allow me to recite in part Lord’s Day 42, Question and Answer 110-111. 

 Question: What doth God forbid in the 8th Commandment? 

Answer: God forbids not only those thefts and robberies.... but He comprehends under 

the name of thefts all wicked tricks and devices whereby we design to appropriate to 

ourselves the goods which belong to our neighbor....whether by force or under the 

appearance of right....or any other way forbidden by God; as also all covetousness 

 

 It is not for nought that we read in I Timothy 6:10, “For the love of money is the root of 

all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 

through with many sorrows.” As is plain to see in this quotation from Scripture, the root of all 

evil is the love of money...the strong all-compelling desire to be rich...to be totally immersed in 

material goods. Thus, the love of money not merely signifies the sinful lust for gaining money in 

all possible ways; but also the deepest desire of keeping it for oneself or/and immediate family. 

Whoever thirsts after money and sets that up as his or her god, departs from the faith and pierces 

him/herself through with many sorrows. For if one gains the whole world and loses his own soul, 

what doth it profit him? 

 A man cannot be the slave of two masters, God and Mammon. Mammon is money. 

Money is a slave and not to be turned into a master that controls our desires and our thinking. We 

know from Psalm 73, the Lord sets the wicked in slippery places and He often does that through 

their prosperity; but much to our shame, we also have the strong inclinations at times to use the 

same sliding board. 

 Today the chief topic of discussion by the government through the media is inflation. 

What can be done to stop it? Relatively nothing, because of the unsatisfied greedy nature of man 

on all levels and in every department. It will devour him and destroy his economy and self-

enterprise until a one world power sits on the throne to usher in the Anti-Christ. The average man 

views worldly goods in terms of money which is the means to obtain all other goods. Money is a 

symbol and its importance has a universal attachment. It is everything and it is nothing and 

worthless apart from its human context. 

 We live surrounded by our possessions. Not for long do we forget the enjoyment we 

derive from them...the attention our business may demand...the satisfaction it provides to our 

self-esteem in demonstrating our success to the world and to our fellow saint. Much worldly 

goods can make us boastful and materialistic minded. 



 Today more than ever, it is necessary for us as Christians to learn to detach ourselves 

from the worship of material things for their own sake. The tendency of the age is to instill the 

idea and concept that happiness consists in material goods and pleasure. It is our duty and 

obligation to combat that idea within ourselves, in our small children, and our young people. 

Constantly must we be reminded from the pulpits and from the printed page that our riches, our 

happiness, and our greatness are spiritual, not in the abundance of things. 

 As for the art of giving: Our human nature prefers to keep what we have and to part with 

as little as possible. 

 But we are faced with a divine law and scriptural principle which disturbs us because it 

has a different scale of value. But still we insist in asking ourselves, not how much we can give, 

but how much we may keep without violating the law and principle of giving liberally and 

cheerfully. 

 The life to which Christ calls us is a life of wholeheartedness, and wholeheartedness is 

incompatible with the constant calculation of the extent of our obligations. In practice, our 

natural man in calculation only when it is a question of giving. When it is a question of adding to 

our wealth, we succumb to every form of covetousness. 

 Talk about my wife, talk about my kids, but don’t talk about my bank book.... It would be 

interesting to see what monies we could collect, say for a school drive, if everyone would just 

give from the interest on his or her saving accounts or the likes. 

 Consequently for all of us, the question is not - How much ought I to give? Am I giving 

enough? Such a question implies an attachment to worldly goods and a desire to hold on to as 

much as possible of them. The correct question to be asked is exactly the opposite. Am I obliged 

to hold on to my possessions? How much ought I to keep? 

 In the language of theology, love of money is a serious sin because it separates the mind 

and heart from God. 

 For the first time in history, a comfortable standard of living is within the reach of all. In 

former days, luxury was enjoyed by the privileged few. The means of raising the general 

standard of living were limited in the extreme. Today life has been made more pleasant and 

easier by the means of mass productions. Comforts have an irresistible attraction for all of us and 

sometimes we are obsessed to procure them. Maybe that’s one reason so many wives and 

mothers are out working when they should be at home. That last remark is only an observation, 

not an accusation. 

 A Christian who cares for spiritual values and is concerned to be of use in the home, 

church, and school, will make use of monies and time not only for him or herself, but also for the 

promotion and well-being of others. Christ was accused both of worldliness and unworldliness. 

He loved the poor and did not refuse the hospitality of the rich. 

 In the Gospel, we meet rich men who are also good men whose wealth is not made a 

subject of reproach. At the very outset, we meet the wise men, persons of rank and wealth who 

brought their costly gifts as an offering to the infant Jesus. Among other rich men we might 

mention are Zacchaeus, and Joseph of Arimathea. Indeed, in everyday life Christ seems to take 

little interest in the question of riches...although at times He sharply rebuked those who put their 

trust in them. He mingled equally with the rich and poor and His judgment in each case is 

governed by the spirituality of individual. 

 Christ, as we know about Him and read concerning Him, was not a social reformer. He 

passes no judgment on the distribution of wealth...only that the poor widow gave more than they 

all who gave of their abundance. He does not criticize the establishment. He is not interested in 



condemning or reforming the structure of society. He speaks to the heart and soul of men. He 

takes society as it is and requires His disciples to serve God and separate themselves from the 

world. But He believed and taught that riches can be a hindrance to a godly life, for He said, 

where your treasure is, there your heart is also. 
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