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“And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, 

and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may at once be avenged of the 

Philistines for my two eyes.”            Judges 16:28 

 

When you read the Scriptural account of Samson, dear reader, you will not understand 

this judge in Israel except you believe that he too is numbered in the “cloud of witnesses”, who 

believed that God is and that He rewards those who seek diligently! Samson served the purpose 

and plan of God in redemptive history, and then was taken up in the church of the firstborn in 

glory with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

God is not ashamed to be called Samson’s God. 

And we should not be ashamed of this great judge, who by faith subdued kingdoms, 

wrought righteousness, and thus is mentioned in one breath with no less worthies than “David, 

Samuel and all the prophets....” Hebrews 11:32. 

This all sounds rather strange when you read of Samson’s moral weakness in marrying a 

Philistine woman, committing adultery in Gath with a harlot, and succumbing to the wiles of 

Philistine women in the court of the great in Philistia. Nevertheless, let it be firmly held as true, 

that Samson served in the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven, in his place, in Israel’s history of 

the Judges. 

His birth was foretold to his parents, in Zorah, to Manoah and his wife. It was foretold in 

a time in Israel when there was no king, and when each did what was good in his own eyes. 

Shiloh, the place where God’s glory dwells is in disgrace under high priest Eli and his two sons, 

Hophni and Phinehas. The glory is about to depart: Ichabod! And then there will be no resting-

place for God’s Ark until it is brought by king David into the tabernacle in Jerusalem. Not in 

Shiloh but in Jerusalem shall be the Throne of God. The scepter shall be in Jerusalem, in Judah! 

Yes, Samson’s birth is foretold. He shall be a Nazarite all his life, as were both Samuel 

and John the Baptist. He would be a living picture of what it means to be separated unto the 

Lord from all that is of sin and evil, separated unto the whole-hearted service and worship of the 

LORD. The form of this separation is Levitical cleanliness and holiness, as this is connected with 

the Old Testament tabernacle worship. Hence, he must be in Israel as a picture of what Israel is 

called of the LORD to be. Israel was a people, holy to the Lord. This was typified and expressed 

in the mitre of the High Priest’s forehead: holiness to the Lord. And this “holiness to the Lord” 

was expressed in the negative “no razor on his head, eating nothing that comes from the vine, 

and touch nothing which was dead”. 

The “secret” of Samson’s strength was not in his strong muscles; it was not for Samson to 

make “the arm of flesh” his strength! The secret was that Samson walked by faith which 

conquers the world! The LORD blessed Samson in a very peculiar way.” “The Spirit of the Lord 

began to move him at times in the camp of Dan....” And the Lord lay the enemy low before him, 

so that one man would kill a thousand, be it then with the jaw-bone of an ass. (Judges 13:24,25; 

Deuteronomy 32:30) “How should one man chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, 

except the Lord their Rock had sold them, and the Lord had delivered them up.” Here we find the 

“key” to understand the great great victory of Samson over the Philistines, as a one-man army. 

One man and God is an overwhelming majority in the battle. Samson was not a “world’s 

strongest man”, but, in his weakness, the power of the Lord is perfected. Now you understand it. 



Such is to be the case with every man of God, with every child of the Lord. And this strength is 

for all, who walk in spiritual Nazaritehood in Israel, trusting in the strength of the Lord. Such 

was the strength of Samuel as well as of a John the Baptist. 

It is in this strange history of Samson, that we see another aspect of the work of God. It is 

that salvation is of the LORD alone! God will magnify His power greatly in weakest means. 

And, O Samson was in every respect such a weak saint, such a sinful judge. In his weakness and 

sin we see the sin of Israel, who he judged, portrayed vividly. God’s Nazarite people, a holy 

nation, a peculiar treasure, brought forth from the bondage of Satan’s tyranny, is portrayed in 

Samson’s Nazaritehood. However, Samson also portrayed the sins of Israel and the dire 

consequences of walking in sin, playing with this election of grace, trifling with their spiritual 

Nazaritehood. Samson was like Israel in every way. Of him it could not be said as a deliver “sin 

excepted”, as the writer to the Hebrews says about the Son of God in our flesh. The redeemer-

judge Samson needed a Redeemer-God. 

And so, we see that the real deliverance which Israel needed was to be saved from sin! 

That was typified in every sacrifice in the tabernacle at Shiloh. It was a picture and figure of the 

heavenly temple. (Exodus 25:40; Hebrews 8:5) It is the Nazarite Samuel, who is given to 

Hannah, who will purify this house of the LORD, so that it may once more be such a picture of 

the heavenly. For the real delivering of Israel was a return to the old and tried paths, so that they 

might find rest for their souls. (Jeremiah 6:16; Matthew 11:29,30) 

And thus we are able to see Samson’s fall from his Nazaritehood in perspective. He 

trifled with this being separated unto the LORD even as did backsliding Israel. That he 

committed harlotry was bad; it was a picture of the spiritual harlotry of Israel, who transgressed 

God’s covenant in worshipping of idols, as well as its concomitant fornicating with the women in 

the gates of the temple. It was like the heathen orgies in their temples. Yes, it was bad enough 

what Samson did the night when he carried the gates of Gath to the top of a mountain. But what 

Samson does when he flirts with his secret of being a Nazarite, flagrantly trampling it under foot, 

is far worse! Little by little he falls into the snares of Satan, and, finally, he lays his head in the 

lap of that uncircumcised Philistine woman, Delilah. Like a bug around a hot lamp shade, 

Samson plays with fires of the great Tempter, the murderer of man from the beginning, and he 

falls into the sin of not being a picture of Israel as a holy people unto the Lord. 

The Lord humbles Samson. He becomes the meanest of slaves. He must be at the lowest 

end and strata of society in the world. (Compare Exodus 11:4; Isaiah 47:7.) His eyes are put out. 

His hair is shaven. He is in Gaza in prison, in the very city where he sinned as those sin, who 

worship in the temple of idols. (Romans 1:20-25) He sinned as the Gentiles who know not God. 

(I Thessalonians 4:4,5) What a humbled spectacle is Samson. He is true picture of Israel and of 

all who sin in the church, and, who, under God’s hand, are brought low. 

Yes, he is the fallen Samson! 

But God is faithful to His covenant. Samson is now a vessel of mercy in whom God will 

show the power of grace and loving kindness. 

We do not know whether Samson was a praying man, and praying judge. This was 

evidently what he had not learned. He was not found on his knees with father Jacob in Pniel? I 

will not let thee go except Thou bless me. But this is the hour in which the great power of God 

will be perfected in Samson! He will conquer the world by faith. (I John 5:4,5) It is the God-

ordained hour in Gaza to show that the victory over the foe is God. In Samson God will show 

that the implication of “Takes captivity captive”! Samson's hair had once more grown. And 

Samson had considered his sin, and confessed it, no doubt. He had cried to the LORD from the 



depths. And the LORD had heard and forgiven. And so, once more Samson is strong, not by 

some mighty movement of the Spirit, but by the deeper impulse of the inner man. The humbled 

Samson is lifted up. Thus would God lift up the humbled Israel, and restore both to their 

Nazaritehood holiness and be a separate people. They would learn the meaning of Moses’ word, 

“Israel shall dwell in safety alone....a people saved by the Lord” (Deuteronomy 33:28,29) 

And, now, hear him cry to God! O, Lord God, remember me, I pray Thee strengthen me. 

Only this once, Lord! May I be avenged by thee upon the Philistines for my two eyes. Take away 

all my shame. Let me leave this world in a blaze of glory, the glory of thy majesty in a faith 

which conquers the world, that the glory of being a Nazarite servant in the midst of a Nazarite 

people may be manifested in the defeat of all the nobles of Philistia! 

And so, Samson puts his arms about the pillars. God pulls down the entire arena of these 

Philistines; God makes His power perfected in Samson’s weakness. Out of weakness he is made 

strong. (Hebrews 11:34) Samson dies to deliver Israel; he dies in the hope of the blessed 

resurrection. He is buried with his fathers in his inheritance, between Zorah and Eshtaol, in the 

burying place of Manoah his father.  

And so, Samson’s name is blazoned in the pages of Scripture as one having a place in the 

great cloud of witnesses, that we may run the race unto victory in the midst of sins which do so 

easily beset us. (Hebrews 12:1) 
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