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Dear Grandchildren: 

 It’s been a long time since I wrote to you, over a year, in fact. But every time I was about 

to do so someone beat me to it, and you know who that was; it was “Joe”. I notice that he has 

ended his story so I will use his space right here to insert my letter. 

 You remember Christmas Day when we all got together, and after that heavy meal, your 

old - I am so old I remember a time before there were any airplanes - grandpa dozed off in Aunt 

Ruth’s reclining chair? In my fitful dozing I remembered when I was a boy and how we amused 

ourselves sometimes. Our family lived on a farm and our fun was mostly farm fun. One time I 

was playing with a water hose letting the water trickle out real slowly, watching its course. Some 

of it quickly soaked in the soil, but the oversupply began to seek its own level, as water always 

does, and it headed for the drainage ditch. It went this way and that way, meandering heedlessly, 

it seemed to me. But it wasn’t heedless at all. It met more firm dirt and was shunted to the left, 

and then it met other solid soil and it was shunted to the right. But at each turn that obstinate 

little rivulet got nearer to the ditch.  

 Later when I became older I learned in school that all streams and rivers meander on their 

way seeking the goal of their level. In my drowsiness I was trying to recall a Scripture passage 

which referred to that meandering action, but it eluded me. 

 In my semi-awareness I heard snatches of your conversation of which you were not 

aware, and I heard a couple of your cousins (I won’t mention any names) comparing 

experiences. One of you said that he and some classmates sneaked off in a car during a noon 

break, to a secluded place to smoke some “grass”. The way you told it and the way the other 

received it was with some whispered merriment. You really knew it was wrong for your parents 

had loudly denounced such action in other people’s kids; you knew you were violating a clear 

rule of the School Board and the expressed concern of your teachers. But I think you also knew a 

rule of Scripture was violated: that which speaks of your body being the living-in-place of the 

Holy Ghost, and that hurting your body is sinning against the Holy Spirit. 

 Then - I was almost sorry that I could hear it - you actually excused yourself by blaming 

God for that action! You were blaming Providence which governs all things, vegetation, animal 

life and the actions of man. Then one of the girls (shame on you, Mel - no, I wasn’t going to 

mention names) said, “Providence made me steal some money out of my mother’s purse 

yesterday” with a leering smirk. Then you, or your confident, said, “What else can one do if it 

has been fore-ordained what is to happen? What is to be, shall be.” Whew! One doesn’t ever 

speak such rank fatalism in our family! But you did. 

 I know that your minister in his catechism class has made very plain to you the Scriptural 

relationship between God’s Sovereignty and man’s responsibility. I know that you have heard 

sound sermons on the Tenth Lord’s Day of the Heidelberg Catechism, which deals with God’s 

all-comprehensive providence; I know that your Bible teacher in school explained that 

relationship when you had the lesson of David’s sin in counting the people of his realm. But you 

were talking as though you had never heard of it. 

 Then the forgotten Scripture text I mentioned earlier that had eluded my memory came 

back to me. It was Proverbs 21:1, “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as rivers of water: 

He turneth them withersoever He will”. The clear meaning of that Word of God is this: A king in 



those days was absolute monarch, having all power over his people. If he said, “Off with his 

head”, his head was cut off. Pharaoh could release the butler from prison, and could have the 

baker hanged. Herod could order the execution of all baby boys under two years of age, and did. 

And, the heard of any man is the moral motor which moves him to act. That is what is in the 

hand of the Lord, as rivers of water, which the Lord turns whichever way He desires. 

 Now let’s see if can relate this text to the problem of your responsibility when you sin. 

 1. Picture the gravitational force of water seeking its own level as the “inclination to all 

evil” which characterizes each of us as fallen in Adam. 

 2. Picture the circumstances (firmer places) which turn the direction of the stream as part 

of all the chain of circumstances which God’s Providence includes. 

 3. None of the solid encumbrances of the stream’s bank hinder the water in its quest for 

water level. It goes relentlessly to its goal. The stream was merely shunted from side to side; its 

downward flow was in no way thwarted. 

 Now let’s transfer that picture to our problem. II Samuel 24 relates the story of David’s 

numbering the people. Verse one says that God was very angry with the people of Israel. He set 

out to punish them by sending a pestilence to kill 70,000 men. (verse 15) In verse 2 David, in his 

pride, orders Joab to take this census. He is such a great king now and want to glory in the 

knowledge of his greatness, even to the exact number of his subjects. Then, in verse 10 he 

suddenly realizes his sin and confesses it. Do you see? Though God (verse 1) moved David to 

count the people, He did not violate David’s own responsibility of his sin. David says, “I have 

sinned greatly in what I have done”. (verse 10) 

 There are many more examples of such Sovereignty-Responsibility occurrences in the 

Bible. Acts 2:23 relates one of them. Peter is addressing the Jews, speaking of our Lord’s death: 

“Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and 

by wicked hands have crucified and slain.” And you may very well believe that in the Judgment 

Day the wicked reprobate, as they are sentenced to Hell, will not say “But how could we 

withstand Thy overruling power. We only did what was cut out for us to do.” Oh, no! They will 

go to everlasting punishment with their guilt on their consciences forever! 

 Hence; all the chain of circumstances which bends our paths are of the Lord. All our 

actions regard to them belong to us. When the Devil tempts, our God tries our faith. Clear? You 

young people can quite easily understand all this. I know you can. But don’t worry about the fact 

that you cannot comprehend it. God’s works are usually un-comprehendible to us. He is infinite 

in all His works, we are finite. Even the most educated theologian cannot fully comprehend the 

relation of God’s Sovereignty and man’s responsibility. But we do believe it. We cannot 

comprehend God’s knowledge of each falling hair from our head, but we believe it. Jesus, the 

Son of God, said so. Hebrews 1:3 tells us that all things are upheld by the Word of His power, so 

I guess Jesus knew what He was talking about. We had better hear him! 

My, this letter is getting to be a regular epistle - it just goes on and on like an anniversary 

clock does without winding. So I had better sign off with the decision that I must have fallen 

asleep in that easy chair; I just couldn’t have heard that fatalistic talk, at all; I must have dreamed 

it, I hope. 

 Love, Gramp 
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