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Dear Readers of the Beacon Lights,  

 I received a note in the mail a while ago which asked me to write an article. Because I am 

a farmer, the note suggested that I write about “how a farmer deals with or prepares for Prayer 

Day.” No one has ever approached me with this topic before but because I think it is a good one, 

I decided to try to stay with this topic. As I sit here and think about this, many thoughts come 

before my mind and I will try to put them into a reasonable form. 

 My first main thought is that we as people of God must not let go of this good practice of 

coming together on Prayer Day. It is true that Prayer Day is a day in the spring when we get 

together especially because the season for growing crops has arrived. It is also true that in 

today’s world the sowing of crops is primarily the concern of a small percentage of people 

(although in my childhood days, most members of the church were farmers). But the Prayer Day 

services are for all of us, not just the farmer. Let me try to show why it is for everyone. 

 Prayer Day services are for all of us first of all just because they are a gathering together 

of God’s people in worship. God’s Word tells us not to forsake the assembling of ourselves 

together. This is true primarily of our Sunday worship services, where we regularly hear God’s 

Word and are assembled for worship. But just as we desire to hear God’s Word and to worship 

Him on Sunday, so also we look forward to the preaching and praise of God at other special 

services. 

 Coming together for worship on Prayer Day and other special days is a part of our 

spiritual heritage. My parents brought me up in the way of frequenting the Lord’s house not only 

on Sunday but also on such special days as Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Prayer Day. Our 

Church Order (in the back of our Psalters) also calls the church to have services on various 

special days, and it mentions Prayer Day in its list. So this heritage is not just for farmers. 

 And then a third reason why everyone, not just farmers, should be at Prayer Day services 

is that the purpose for the service involves everyone. Although it is a meeting due to the season 

for planting, and although farmers are the ones who plant, yet everyone else also is involved in 

the concern of the planting season. Everyone has a need for the farmers’ harvest to supply their 

need of food. Further, everyone has a need that all their physical needs be met through God’s 

blessing on their labor. And most importantly, everyone’s essential need is not for physical 

things but for the spiritual. And so, we all belong at our planting season Prayer Day service. 

 My second main thought is that we must come to the Prayer Day service in a proper 

spiritual way. We must not look upon the Prayer Day service as a “gimme” service. In this 

service we rather pray to God for our daily bread (the necessities of life). We pray that we may 

have the strength to do our daily work. We do not demand anything of God but rather express 

our dependency on Him. 

 Farmers, being in agriculture, know that we are dependent on our God to send the 

sunshine and the rain for the crops to grow. We know also that we need the laborers to harvest 

them, and the markets and customers to buy and sell what we harvest. We must not think that we 

do this by our own strength and abilities. God must always be first! And so it is fitting and 

necessary that we begin the new season by calling upon God for His blessing. 



 The fact that God will bless our work makes our spring prayer service also a time for 

thanksgiving. Just think of it: “a sower goes out to sow”. Would a farmer sow if he did not 

expect some results from his sowing? Of course not! But we believe the promise (which we find 

in Genesis) that there will be a harvest! “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and 

cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and nights shall not cease.” I believe that we as 

farmers should clearly see the relationship of seedtime and harvest. We plow the land, we 

fertilize the ground, we disc or drag the fields, we cultivate or rotovate it, and then we finally 

sow the seed into the earth. And as we do this work, we do it looking forward in faith to the 

harvest. 

 Amazing equipment is now available to do this work. In past years I remember doing this 

by hand, then later with horses, but today acres are put into crops in a short time! But even 

though man has such modern tools, the principle is still the same. The land must still be tilled 

(although we do hear of “no till” in our day). The seed must still be planted. And, all of our labor 

still depends upon God for the harvest. 

 As farmers we know not what seed will germinate and sprout. The seed bag may read 

“96% Germination” (or 94%, 92% - I’ve seen them as low as 75%) and a farmer knows that to 

sow seed with a low germination is almost asking for a failure when you start. 

 Oh, the marvel of a seed! We place a radish seed (which is one of the vegetables we 

raise) into the earth. With the proper moisture and weather conditions, we can scratch the ground 

already the next day and find a sprout pushing the seed shell up! It continues to grow, soon 

emerging into view and grows until it reaches maturity. 

 Once again we can see (with those spiritual eyes that we have been given) a picture of the 

spiritual. God gives the seed of life, just as He gives us life when we are regenerated by His 

Spirit. We are called out of darkness even as a seed is called out of the earth. God sows the seed 

every time His Word is preached. There will come the harvest at the end of the world. Then the 

elect ones will be gathered in, saved through our Lord Jesus Christ who laid down His life that 

we are redeemed. And there will also be the other harvest as the sickle is thrust in for the crop of 

unbelievers. May we see what Jesus saw when He said, “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the 

laborers are few.” May we follow His command to “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 

that He will send forth laborers into His harvest.” 

 We must be warned to hold fast to our good practice of Prayer Day services. Since by 

God’s grace we believe all His promises, it is not formalism that we got to church on Sunday and 

on these special days. We go with joy in our hearts prepared to receive the blessings that God has 

in store for His people. We pray to be instructed from God’s Word on what to believe, how to 

live, because our sins have been taken away through our Savior’s life and work, we now live and 

work till the harvest is complete. 
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