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 From a reader in Michigan, we have several questions related to the public confession of 

faith which God’s people make before the church of Christ. We will attempt to answer these 

questions as to their essence, but suggest that our young people discuss these questions and 

answers in more detail with their pastors as they contemplate making confession of their faith. 

 The first question in this connection is. What is the purpose and reason for confession of 

faith? 

 In answer, in the first place, we should understand the purpose, for all things that the 

child of God does in this consciousness of his salvation in Christ, is the glory of the precious 

name of the God of his salvation. God’s children of needs glorify their God! Also by our 

confession of faith we give glory unto God – the glory which alone is due unto His Name.  

 The child of God will so glorify God as the grace of God dwells in him. The grace of 

salvation worked in our hearts by God leads us to confess our God in Jesus Christ. This we are 

told by God’s Word in a passage of Scripture, such as, I John 4:2-3; “Hereby know ye the Spirit 

of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh of God: and every sprit 

that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God.” And again, we are 

instructed in Romans 10:8-10 the following; “But what saith it? The Word is nigh thee, even on 

thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess 

with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the 

dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the 

mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  

 God fills His children with the grace of salvation. He does so through the preaching of 

His Son, Jesus Christ, as is evident from the verses following the last quotation above. As God in 

Christ and by His Spirit applies Hos Word of salvation to the hearts of His own, they are brought 

to the dust in confession of sin; and they are made to confess their salvation is alone in Jesus 

Christ come in our stead – come in the flesh. This confession is the fruit of God’s grace in them. 

So that, as we are given to see our sin and utter dependence upon God, and as we are given the 

testimony of God’s great love and mercy over us, as revealed in Christ crucified and raised, the 

child of God filled so with grace of necessity praises his God, confessing God in faith which God 

hath worked in him. And Christ's Word is fulfilled. "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is 

set on a hill cannot be hid." Matthew 5:14. 

Finally, for our purposes now, we note that as God's child is so powerfully called by 

Christ through His Word unto active faith, unto conscious trust and hope, he sees that the 

promises of the Lord are sure. And publicly rejoices to confess his faith before God and man. 

And he actively takes up the calling wherewith he has been called in standing as the child of 

God. Such promises as the one in Matthew 10:32-33 gird him on. "Whosoever therefore shall 

confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But 

whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven." 

In the strength of the Spirit confession of faith is made unto salvation. 



Still in connection to our public confession of faith there were included some other 

questions. The next of which is the following: "When and how can one know when he is ready to 

make this confession of his faith?"   

Of course, there is no legalistic way of answering this question, nor would that be right. 

There is no specific age at which confession must He made. Further, God does not write words 

upon our bedroom ceiling saying. "Make confession of faith!" But rather God instructs His 

church by His Word. Through the preaching of sacraments, and catechism, as well as by other 

secondary means of grace – the instruction of our parents, etc. And Christ efficaciously 

(powerfully) applies His Word to the hearts of His people. So that He gives us a consciousness of 

our sin and misery, and leads us to His cross and the forgiveness of sins; and He works in the 

hearts of His children. Thankfulness and the desire to serve the living God.  

When Christ so works in His children this knowledge, He activates their faith and He 

gives them the desire to confess Him and His Father; And Christ leads His own to actively stand 

with His church defending the faith and praising the living God. Thus we come to know in our 

hearts the desire to stand with the children of the living God also in our confession. And His 

covenant youth desire before God and His church to publicly confess the faith which God has 

worked in their hearts. Hence they make public confession of that faith. 

This usually takes place in the latter teens or early twenties, but a set age there is not. And 

we ought not to make confession because everyone else of our age is, nor because of pressures 

brought by those near us. For a confession of faith to be true must be from the heart. On the other 

hand. if we have passed through many years of catechism and sat those same years under the true 

preaching of Christ and still refuse or neglect to make confession of our faith. There is something 

wrong with our faith. Sin lies there! And Christ through His office-bearers would surely be right 

to exhort one. Delinquent to express his faith, concerning those sins which prevent his 

confession. God's children do desire to express their faith and do desire to actively partake of the 

fellowship and communion of the living God with the saints. This is a matter of the quickened 

heart whose pleasure is to dwell with the saints in the service of God. 

Finally, there is a practical question asked: "How do young people confessing their faith 

learn about their responsibilities as confessing members of the church?" That is, what is the 

meaning of partaking of communion for the confessing member? What is m y responsibility to 

the church budget? What about voting in congregational meetings. Serving in office, etc.? "Does 

one learn the answers from his minister, consistory. Parents, or from whom?"  

The three parties mentioned above all have a part in answering these questions. 

Especially is this so with respect to questions like the first above. For each - consistory, minister, 

parent - is a means in Christ's hand to instruct the covenant seed in the Word. And it is by the 

proclamation of the Word and the instruction based and founded upon the same which alone is 

able to answer the first type of question. The Word of Christ instructs us in the meaning of 

communion, the calling of office bearers and other essential truths concerning Christ's children 

and His church. 

However, with respect to the church budget, the meaning of belonging to the church as a 

baptized member and as a confessing member. Voting and other such questions, the consistory 

through the story should see that these are answered in the pre-confession instruction. This does 

not mean that we cannot learn a great deal about these things also from our parents, for they too 

are a blessed means for our growth in understanding these matters also. Christ gives this 

instruction to His people, and by grace they receive it with gladness. 



May we all be mindful of our calling in this instruction of the covenant youth is our 

prayer as ministers, consistories and parents. 
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