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 ". . . that ye strive together with me in your prayers for me . . . . Romans 15:30-32 

 

 I am of the settled conviction that the time has come to call the attention of our covenant 

young people to their great part in the mission work in the church. Oftentimes the mission work 

of the congregation, young and old, is misunderstood or is totally ignored. The writer of these 

lines has spent some fourteen years or so as a missionary of our churches. Often people would 

write me as to how they could have a very active part in my missionary-ministry to which I was 

called of the Lord Himself. And seldom the young people had the mistaken notion that they 

could only help me, if in some way, they could accompany in the field itself. That was 

emphatically true when we were in the island of Jamaica, sometimes called "that little island in 

the sun." 

 The one great thing that stands out in the memory of me and of Mrs. Lubbers is that we 

were assured so often, that, in all our churches, we were remembered in the congregation 

prayers, in the prayers of the teachers in our schools, by high school students in the classes, as 

well as by little children on bended knee before they went to sleep. In the midst of many 

perplexities and trials we felt that we were prayed for by the church of Jesus Christ. And, it 

seems to me, that none prayed so fervently for us as did the churches on the island of Jamaica, 

elders, children in Sunday School and last but not least the students in our Seminary, as well as 

the Jamaican ministers. We were borne literally upon the wings of prayer, both at home and in 

the island of Jamaica. 

 And this was as it ought to be. 

 Thus was the will of Christ who said: “Pray without ceasing.” It was the cry of the elect, 

day and night, whom the Lord heard speedily. The Lord proved to be an ever-ready helper in the 

time of need. And in obedience to the Lord’s will I now would like to write a few thoughts for 

young and old in these columns concerning fervent prayers for our missionary-ministers. It takes 

more than money and planning to do mission work in Christ’s great and blessed name. It requires 

strength from our risen Lord and Savior at the right hand of God through the Holy Spirit. Except 

the Lord Jesus builds the church, vainly do we build. And, where He builds His church upon the 

sure foundation, the very gates of hell attempt in vain to prevail. The Lord in heaven laughs at 

them and holds them in derision. Let us not forget it. 

 No doubt, Paul is always the great example of a worthy missionary of Jesus Christ. He 

must stand before princes and kings of the earth. That is the program to which he is to be 

dedicated, as one who is separated unto the Gospel of Christ. And what zeal fills the heart of this 

great missionary, who is not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. He also wills to preach this 

powerful, saving Gospel in mighty Rome. (Romans 1:15) And his prayer is that this may become 

a reality. (Romans 1:9-11) 

 There came a time when Paul had no more places to go and preach least he would preach 

where others had preached Christ before him. Paul will lay the foundation everywhere which is 

Jesus Christ, besides which no one is able to lay any foundation. (Romans 15:17-21) Yes, Paul 

had fully preached the Gospel of Christ from Jerusalem and round about until Illyricum! Now 



Paul envisions preaching the Gospel also in Rome, the mighty capital of the world of his day, 

and he would pass on even into Spain. The love of Christ constrains him; yes, he is a debtor both 

to the Greeks and to the Barbarians, both to the wise and to the unwise. What a preacher, in 

whom Jesus Christ was revealed, the chief of sinners, less than the least of all saints! 

 And now he will enlist the churches with him in his mighty labor and striving for the 

truth of the Gospel. More than once he speaks of this as being a mighty conflict, a great battle. 

He finds himself a contestant in the arena of God. He and the churches are veritable fellow-

athletes in the Gospel. (Phil. 1:27) They must be this in one mind and one soul, a phalanx 

strong, which battles in close array! They are to with him have a fellowship in the Gospel 

consisting in assisting Paul on the right hand and on the left. 

 When Paul looks upon the great future to come to Rome he has no illusions concerning 

the difficulties which will beset him. Of these he speaks in the text written above this little 

contribution. Yes, before he comes to Jerusalem for the last time with the great collection 

collected in the Gentile churches, fruit of Paul's labors and fulfillment of his word to James, 

Peter and John. (Galatians 2:9, 10) he will have the testimony of the Spirit in every city that 

"bonds and imprisonments await him in Jerusalem." (Acts 223; 26:29) And so Paul has the 

agonizing prayer by which he prostrates himself before the Lord, his Sender. 0, how fervently he 

stormed the gates of heaven before the very throne of God. And thus, being weak, he is strong in 

the Lord and experiences that "My strength is made perfect in weakness." (II Corinthians 12:9) 

He would fain have his work be blessed by the Lord, and desires the Gospel have a free and 

victorious course. Well may every one of our missionaries, ministers, professors, and teachers be 

like Paul on their knees before the throne of God in fervent and mighty prayers, trusting that the 

prayer of a righteous man avails much as it did in the case of that lone and mighty prophet 

Elijah! 

  Now Paul exhorts, almost commands the “brethren” in Rome, the called saints, to join 

him in this mighty “agony” before the throne of God. For the infinitive in the Greek here is a 

composite verb which means; to agonize, do battle together wrath. This means that these 

brethren must have the same purpose with Paul for the triumph of the Gospel in Jerusalem over 

all the foes and in the midst of the saints. The Jews there will try to seek to kill Paul, and they 

nearly succeed. (Acts 21:27-40) Paul’s prayer to be delivered forcefully out of the hands of the 

Jews is heard from heaven. God in Christ is in control in that terrible hour in Jerusalem, and so 

directs Paul’s course that he will stand before the mighty Caesar of his day. Yes, in the 

inscrutable providence of God he will stand before none less than Nero! And this will be the 

answer to his prayer, and the fervent prayers of the saints at Rome, with Paul and for him. Yes, 

thus God was fulfilling his own word which He spoke to Ananias in Damascus, “Go thy way for 

he is a chosen vessel unto me, to hear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children 

of Israel.” (Acts 9:15) And gradually God was showing to Paul “how great things he must suffer 

for my name’s sake.” (Acts 9:16) 

 How wondrous are the ways of God 

 God hears the prayers which cry for the fulfillment of his own wondrous plan! 

 Well may our missionaries take heart! They need not be faint-hearted but strong. I 

remember, when I was a bit perturbed in the Miami Airport concerning my ticket and visa to 

Jamaica at a critical time, that the man at the ticket office said, “Reverend, you need not fear, you 

are in the service of the great King.” I was a bit ashamed and not a little comforted. And, no 

doubt, God was hearing the prayers of many saints who were agonizing with me and for me! O, I 



believe this, I believe this! How often Mrs. Lubbers and I went through dangers untold and 

always we knew that the same God in Christ, who sent us, would care for us. 

 Meanwhile, young people, do not forget to pray for your minister, elders, teachers and 

not least for your missionary-pastors. And let not our ministers fail to fervently pray for them 

too. Our missionaries are what once was said to me “a special breed of men”. And they are! They 

often seem to have so little going for them, and so much against them. May they know that they 

are borne on the wings of prayer. 

 Paul needs the prayers of these saints at Rome. He pleads: “Brethren, pray for us.” Satan 

will too take notice. Satan trembles when he sees, weakest saints upon their knees. For upon the 

prayers of the saints fire is taken from the altar and cast on the earth, and there were “voices, and 

thunderings, and lightnings and earthquakes.” And then there are headlines in the new-media of 

what God has done! 

 Our missionaries are in need of our fervent prayers. 

 Let us pray earnestly for them, not in a half-hearted perfunctory way, but with mighty 

earnestness that the Lord of harvest bless the work of those who preach the Gospel, far and wide. 
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