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 Have you ever taken the time to think about how much your friends mean to you? We 

often take them for granted and yet if we did examine their importance in our lives, we are sure 

to find that they have a tremendous influence on us. It has been said that as teenagers our friends 

influence us more than anyone. There is no doubt that though often exaggerated there is an 

element of truth to this statement. Our friends and particularly those who are closest to us have 

such an influence that often times they will determine what we do, what we sing, what we wear, 

and even what we think. Not only do they influence 11s in every way, but they are necessary to 

us. God has created us in such a way that we need friends. We need someone to talk to about our 

joys and disappointments. We need friends with whom we can laugh and cry when the occasion 

arises. This is why it is so sad when one does not have a friend. 

Since friends are so important in our lives, it is well for us to examine what the Scriptures 

have to say to us on this crucial subject. The Scriptures give us some very important 

characteristics of friends and also some examples of how friends must behave towards one 

another. 

In the first place, Scripture speaks of friends as those who hold each other in high esteem. 

In order to do this, they must see in each other a Scriptural quality which is worthy of this 

esteem. Friends who share the love of God have the spiritual quality which will allow them to 

serve each other in humility. Christ, who is our perfect friend, became our servant. "And 

whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant. Even as the Son of Man came not 

to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give His life a ransom for many." Matthew 20:27-28 

with this spiritual quality, a friendship will be able to stand the test of many severe trials. Think 

of the trials the friendship of David and Jonathan had to endure. David was given the throne of 

Israel, which by earthly standards should be Jonathan's. Add to that the burden caused by Saul's 

hatred of David. Listen to Jonathan as he speaks to his friend: "The Lord do so and much more to 

Jonathan: but if it please my father to do thee evil, then I will shew it thee, and send thee away, 

that thou mayest go in peace: and the Lord be with thee, as he hath been with my father. And 

thou shalt not only while I live shew me the kindness of the Lord that I die not: But also thou 

shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for ever: no, not when the Lord hath cut off the 

enemies of David everyone from the face of the earth." I Samuel 20: 13-16 

Scripture also indicates that the love that friends have for each other is rooted in the love 

that God has for them. This means that friendship has a common bond which will unite friends 

together in harmony of action. They will like the same things and think the same Godly thoughts 

which will be in harmony with God's love for them.  

"Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of 

God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. And this 

commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also." 1 John 

4:7,8,21 It is this love by which Jonathan could love David as his own soul even though he knew 

that David was to have the kingdom. "And Jonathan caused David to swear again, because he 

loved him: for he loved him as he loved his own soul." I Samuel 20:17 And David could speak 

of Jonathan in the psalm in I1 Samuel 1:26 when he was killed in battle. "I am distressed for 



thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, 

passing the love of women." 

With a friend whose love is rooted in God, we will have a blessed companionship which 

will allow us to share moments of joy and sorrow. As friends, our moments of joy will be 

unspeakable and full of glory and our sorrow will look to the blessed hope of the glorious 

resurrection. The reality of this companionship is expressed in a rather well-known hymn "What 

a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! What a privilege to carry everything to 

God in prayer. Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? We should never be 

discouraged, take it to the Lord in prayer. Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our 

sorrows share? Jesus knows our every weakness, take it to the Lord in prayer." 

True friends will seek to protect each other. We do not mean here the wicked protecting 

of a friend from the consequences of his sin by covering up for him. What Scripture has in mind 

is a deeply spiritual protection patterned after Christ's protection of us when He laid down His 

life on the cross for His people. "Greater love hath no man than, this, that a man lay down his life 

for his friends." John 15:13 our protection of our friend must be such that it seeks to protect the 

spiritual well-being of our friend. 

Friends are also loyal to one another. The loyalty of which I am speaking will bring 

friends through the toughest of trials. In fact, friends who go through as it were thick and thin 

will have their loyalty strengthened. Let me remind you once again of the loyalty of David and 

Jonathan, whose trials were many, and yet we read that each loved the other better than his own 

soul. What a difference between this loyalty and the loyalty we find recorded in regard to the 

friends of the prodigal son who left him when adversity came. The loyalty of Scripture is the 

loyalty of a friend who loves at all times (Proverbs 17:17) and the loyalty of a friend that sticketh 

closer than a brother (Proverbs 18:24). 

 Finally, friends who have their friendship rooted in Christ will be completely honest with 

one another. Honesty is a virtue which can be the most difficult part of friendship because 

honesty can make wounds which hurt a friend. "Faithful are the wounds of a friend: but the 

kisses of an enemy are deceitful." Proverbs 27:6 a friend will offer suggestions for improvement 

and also rebuke where necessary, but a friend will never deceive. He may open wounds, but they 

will heal quickly because we know they are born out of love. 

 All that we have written about our relationship to our friends is but a dim picture of the 

reality of our friendship with God in Christ. God has brought us into blessed covenant fellowship 

with Himself. He has established a bond of friendship with us in Christ which cannot be broken. 

And what a friend He is to us for He is the perfect friend. "Henceforth I call you not servants; for 

the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I 

have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. Ye have not chosen me, but I have 

chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 

remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you." John 15:l5-

16 

 Do you have friends who would meet the criteria that Scripture gives us? If you do, you 

have a great blessing of God and a wonder of God's grace because He alone can give you the eye 

of faith to see the importance of God-fearing spiritually motivated friends. If not, and your 

friends are of this world, be warned by James when he writes in James 4:4 “... know ye not that 

the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the 

world is the enemy of God." 



And do not forget to be a friend. How do you expect to have friends without being one? 

As a friend, do not forget to show the Christian virtues that it takes to be a friend. "A man that 

hath friends must show himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother." 

Proverbs 18:24 
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