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 Redeeming the time in a fun-loving generation! That in a way is a strange statement with 

a hidden message. We all like to have fun, a good time. What is wrong with having a little fun in 

our life? Yet, this is a strange statement because it implies that something is wrong. The Young 

People's Society here at Redlands must have sensed that as well. Otherwise the subject would 

never have been brought up for discussion. Yes, indeed. We need guidance also with respect to 

our fun.  

 Fun! Fun-loving! What does that mean? A look into the Holy Scriptures will tell you that 

there is no such word in the Bible. Webster defines fun as “sport or merriment, a lack of serious 

purpose.” The idea of merriment implies the concept of pleasure, that which is pleasing to us, 

that which affords us “a good time.” 

 The Word of God does speak concerning pleasure, both in the good sense and in the bad 

sense. The Scriptures speak of God's good pleasure. When Christ was baptized a voice from 

heaven said "Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased," (Luke 3:22). The apostle Paul 

writes this concerning God's children, "Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 

Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will," (Eph. 1:5). God is rejoicing 

in that which is in harmony with His will. 

 When God speaks of pleasure in His Word according to the bad sense He refers to 

worldly pleasures or lusts of the flesh. This is not in harmony with God's will but rather is in 

harmony with the fleshly desires of man. For example, in the parable of the four kinds of soil as 

recorded in Luke 8:14 we read, "And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they 

have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this lie, and bring no 

fruit to perfection." Elsewhere, Paul says to Timothy, "But she that liveth in pleasure is dead 

while she liveth," (I Tim. 5:6). And Paul in describing the perilous times of the last days 

characterizes men as "lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God," (II Tim. 3:4).  

 This kind of pleasure often goes by another name, hedonism. This word is derived from 

the Greek word meaning pleasure which is usually used in the evil sense of lustful pleasure. Wm. 

S. Banlwsky in his book It’s A Playboy World writes with respect to hedonism. “It is a 

formidable moral philosophy, and its perennial plausibility is forged from the irresistible fact that 

pleasure is good; so good that all normal people instinctively and universally desire it.” In other 

words, everybody ought to do his own thing for what is pleasurable is good. 

 It is in this latter sense that I understand what is meant by a fun-loving generation. There 

is in this day an insatiable desire to seek worldly pleasure. This is accomplished in two ways, 

both of which are evil. The first way is the greater and greater desire to do that which in itself is 

wicked, contrary to the will land good pleasure of God. I have in mind such things as the 

pleasure sought in adultery, fornication, movie attendance, dancing, gambling, Sunday sports, 

and the like. These acts one readily recognizes to be sin whether we have pleasure in them or not. 

From such sins and from them that commit these sins we must stay away. 

 The question is, does this characterize the present generation. The answer is an emphatic 

“yes,” otherwise we would not be discussing this now. Many today are seeking their fun and 

pleasure through the use of drugs and alcohol. So many are turning to this mind-corrupting and 

mind-destroying means of pleasure that has reached epidemic proportions. Movie attendance and 



dancing are an accepted norm in life. If you do not participate you are considered square and 

narrow-minded, and the object of ridicule. In addition, hardly a Sunday goes by, if any at all, that 

is not desecrated by millions by attending sports events on the Sabbath Day. After all, this is the 

day when one can have the biggest crowds. Another open violation of God’s commandments is 

the seeking of self-gratification by satisfying one’s sexual appetite whether that be pre-martial or 

extramarital. In fact, this particular violation is openly advocated even by so-called church 

people. This is all possible and right in their eyes because God's Word is no longer the standard 

for life, but one's own pleasure. Again, if it is pleasurable, it is good. We can expect to see more 

and more of this because the days are evil. As the cup of iniquity gets fuller and as the end of 

time draws nearer we will continue to observe an increase in this lawlessness in which each one 

does that which is right in his own eyes.  

 In addition to sinning by seeking pleasure in that which is evil one can also sin by 

seeking that which in itself is not evil. Let me explain. That which we do may in itself not be bad 

or evil, but the evil resides in our becoming so preoccupied in the pursuit of pleasure that it 

crowds out and chokes the good in our life. Again the question must be asked, "Is this true of our 

generation?" To ask the question is to answer it. A look about us will quickly convince us of the 

truth that this does characterize our day. Those of you who work at a particular job certainly 

notice the fact that employees have one thing in mind-the end of the day so that they can rush off 

to play ball, golf, tennis or go water skiing, riding snowmobile, riding motorcycle, or hiking, 

swimming, and a host of other activities. The work itself and all other things are second. the 

work is only a means to an end, that end being pleasure. Campgrounds are full, vacation resorts 

continually put out the "No Vacancy" sign, major league sports are constantly expanding to 

satisfy the demand of the public, and the fast-food industry is one of the fastest growing 

industries on the market. Simply everything that has to do with recreation is booming. Ten years 

ago 40 billion dollars a year was spent on the pursuit of pleasure. An amount that is greater than 

what was spent on education and religion combined. That was ten years ago. Imagine how high 

that figure is today and how out of proportion it is with respect to church and school. 

 This preoccupation with pleasure, sad to say, is also found in our homes. Let us be honest 

with ourselves. During the school year the family is very seldom at home together, even to the 

point where not even one meal can be eaten together as a family. The reason is not because of 

catechism and society. No, it is because we have this or that game practice, game, or some other 

sports are filled with activities that are not conductive to our having a foretaste of heavenly glory 

and rest. Rather many sit glued to the television watching basketball, football, or what have you. 

It is basically no different in the summer. Everybody is going in every other direction at once. As 

a family we have to have what the neighbors have-a boat, a bigger boat, or a RV of some kind. A 

clamor is raised for a shorter work day, or daylight savings time, or three-day week-end. All in 

service of our new god, pleasure. 

 What happens when we prostrate ourselves before this god? We find that we do not have 

time for God’s kingdom in whatever way that is manifested. Catechumens either do not know 

their lesson or they are absent because of some outside activity which is supposedly more 

important. Societies which are formed for the study of God’s Word are poorly attended because 

we are too busy. Societies cannot even meet in the summer because nobody can or wants to 

come. We use the excuse that we have to have some free time. 

 Why is this? One reason is the prosperity of the times. In this time of affluence many 

have the opportunity to seek pleasures they otherwise could not afford. What used to be available 

only to the very rich is now affordable to millions. Thus, the pleasure cult is inherently 



materialistic. The making of money and the seeking of pleasure go hand in hand. One’s chief 

desire is to make more so that he can have more fun. 

 The second reason why we are so pleasure-crazy is because we are bombarded day in and 

day out with this hedonistic philosophy through the means of the television. An alarming statistic 

was given to us by Rev. Slopsema in the Standard Bearer article entitled “A House Divided.” It 

read “A new member of today’s generation can expect to spend nearly 10 years in front of the 

television screen during his life-span.” He has viewed twenty-two thousand hours of television 

by the time he has graduated from high school! Hour after hour and day after day the television 

convinces us that we need all that we desire. No longer are they luxuries, but we simply cannot 

get along without them. If we do not have what the rest of the people have, then we are not with 

it, but we are backward, relics of an age gone by. To make matters worse, the television sweetens 

its commercials and sells us its products by appealing to the lusts of our flesh, namely sex. If we 

can be excited sexually then the product is as good as sold. 

 The third reason why this generation is so pleasure-minded is because man is trying to fill 

a spiritual vacuum. Within one’s soul there is certain emptiness. The simple pursuit of pleasure is 

the anesthetic that is used to deaden the constant ache of emptiness. The irony of it all is that the 

more he obtains to fill this vacuum the greater the vacuum becomes. When one seemingly has 

reached his goal it no longer satisfies, but something bigger and better must now replace it to 

keep him stimulated. That reminds us of the Rich Fool of Luke 12 who tried to satisfy his soul 

with corn-tried to satisfy a spiritual need with material goods. A fool, the Lord calls him, for he 

does not reckon with reality. This is the blindness of man by nature; spiritually he is empty, but 

he will not and cannot seek the spiritual food to fill his empty soul. Since material good are not 

the proper food he continues to strive to fill the void but never is satisfied.  

 This depravity and spiritual vacuum which is the basic cause for one’s pleasure-seeking 

is closely related to what Rev. Kamps discussed with you earlier. Spiritual ignorance is this 

vacuum. When we do not have the knowledge of God we seek worldly things to fill its place. 

The relationship is reciprocal. When we seek worldly pleasures then we seek less and less the 

Word of God, thus becoming more and more ignorant. Apply this principle to your own lives and 

see whether or not you see danger signs. We are not immune to the influence of affluence. Our 

parents and grandparents had to struggle through hard years, especially during the time of the 

depression and the World Wars. They were poor. Day by day they lived as if they were fed 

directly from the hand of God. They were consciously dependent upon His care. They stayed 

home with their Bibles and their families because there was neither time nor the money to 

indulge in all kinds of pleasures. But they were strong spiritually.  

 Today our affluence takes us more and more away from our time with the Scriptures. 

You see the results: broken homes, divorces, and disrespect for authority. Very plainly an 

ignorance of the Scriptures. And all of this is a result of our not having our hearts in the right 

place. We are self-pleasers rather than God-pleasers. What we have really done is to destroy the 

antithesis. The antithesis means that there is an absolute standard by which we judge our actions, 

thoughts, word, and deeds. If they are in harmony then they are right; but if they conflict, then 

they are wrong. The standard or criterion is the Word of God. When our life is in harmony with 

God’s Word then we are pleasing in His sight. But if we follow the philosophy of the fun-loving 

generation and let pleasure itself be the standard, then we have thrown out the Almighty God and 

have set up our own god called man. When man does this he no longer cares for God’s Word, no 

longer studies it; he is ignorant. He has become a slave to that which he thought was his freedom. 

By seeking happiness as an end in itself, he loses it.  



 Young people, your calling in this situation is to redeem the time. Time is a creature that 

has been created by God. Time is filled with words which serve the purpose of the return of our 

Lord Jesus Christ upon the clouds of heaven. When that goal has been reached there will no 

longer be any need for time. This time was redeemed because it had fallen under the curse 

because of man’s sin. Under the curse all the labors of man are in vain, time remorselessly 

dragging him to the grave. However, Christ redeemed time so that it would serve the purpose of 

God, the gathering of the elect and the return of Christ in glory, might, and honor, thus ultimately 

serving God’s glory. 

 As children of God in Christ who are yet here upon the earth we have the distinct calling 

to have the mind of Christ in us, that as redeemed sinners we redeem time to the glory of God. 

Man by nature seeks the things of time alone and as ends in themselves. But man by grace looks 

beyond the things of time and uses time to set his eyes on Christ, and on God’s church, God’s 

cause, that God may be glorified in all. Everything that we do must find its motive in our love for 

God which He has given unto us through the operation of the Holy Spirit. 

 The question in your mind at this point may very likely be, “What may we or may we not 

do? What pleasure may I seek? What kind of fun may I have?” In keeping with our liberty in 

Christ wherewith he hath made us free I am not going to lay down some rules as to what you 

may do or for how long you may do it. You have unction from the Holy One, and you know all 

things. That is right: you have knowledge, true, spiritual knowledge. Where did you get it? 

Certainly it did not fall from the sky. Nor did you purchase it at the store. No, God gave you that 

knowledge through the operation of the Holy Spirit. He gave you a knowledge which has as its 

contents all that God has revealed unto His children in the infallibly inspired Scriptures. 

However, the knowledge of the Scriptures you will not know if you do not study those Scriptures 

if you waste your time vainly pursuing the pleasures of the world. Think of that the next time 

you want to do this or that or no here or there, or when you are asked to contribute of your time 

or money to the cause of the church. Try the spirits to see whether they are of God. Remember, 

the more you seek pleasure the less you will know God. This is true simply because pleasure is 

not and end in itself. 

 What is our pleasure? To love the Lord our God with our whole heart, mind, soul, and 

strength. Then we know that we are a sweet-smelling savor unto God. That gives us peace in our 

hearts, comfort for our souls. That, young people, is true spiritual pleasure-to seek God and His 

glory, knowing that in this way we experience and receive the blessed benefits of the cross of 

Jesus Christ. Then we are filled with righteousness: no spiritual vacuum is present so that we 

crave for worldly things. No, we are content, happy, and at peace with our God. No greater joy 

can be found this side of the grave. “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as 

wise. Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but 

understanding what the will of the Lord is,” (Eph. 5:15-17). This will of the Lord is “Seek ye 

first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness: and all these things shall be added unto you,” 

(Matt. 6:33). This is the life of obedience which looks for the return of Jesus Christ who 

promises us. “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man 

according as his work shall be,” (Rev. 22:12).       
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