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 We do not live in a time when the beautiful graces of Christian courtesy are 

evidence in great degree. If to be courteous is a fault, we are not very much to 

blame. Young people are not taught very many social graces in our homes. We are 

a pragmatic society and have work to do. The great exhortation: honour all men, 

fear God, love the brotherhood, honor the king is nevertheless the Word and will of 

God for us. (I Peter 2:17) 

 Perhaps you did not know that the word “courteous” occurs only one time in 

the entire Scriptures as we have in the King James Version. That we have in our 

text here. What you could possibly know is that the KJV here follows the Greek 

Text of the Received Text (Textus Receptist) where the term in the Greek is 

“philophrones”. This term we find quite often in Classical Greek: “philophrone-

omal which means: to treat or use, or deal with affectionately, show kindness, 

favor. It is well that we keep this basic meaning of the term in mind, when we 

think of Christian courtesy, and that we do not associate the term, “be courteous” 

with mere formal protocol, which follows the code of political and military 

etiquette and precedence. The courtesy here referred to is quite evidently 

demonstration of the kindness of the love of God shed abroad in our hearts. It is 

not a mere attempt at a veneer of kindness which misses the very heart and 

character of it: but it is a genuine, deep and spontaneous from the love of God. 

Perhaps the greatest characteristic of this courtesy is that it is a humble-minded. 

There is another reading of the text in Greek. The term, “tapelnophrones” which 

is: lowlimindedness. I am told that the Greeks did not have this term in their 

vocabulary. It was not one of the ethical attributes which exalts and graces a man. 

The term was too degrading for man’s dignity in which he should stand head and 

shoulders above his peers. However, this is a grace in Christ which must be the 

best quality in any great man or woman in the church. Only he that is such is 

exalted by the Lord. (I Peter 5:6) When the hand of the Lord is heavy upon us, then 

we are to humble ourselves under His mighty hand, that He may exalt us! 

 Now you must understand with me that the world has much alloy. All that 

glitters is not gold. Under the manners and protocol of the world is much sham and 

hypocrisy! Yes, yes, the world too is “courteous”, but it is not rooted in the love for 

God and for the brother and neighbor.  

 However, that does not mean that there is not a genuine courtesy, which is 

rooted in that meekness and lowliness of mind, which is keeping of the unity of the 



Spirit in the bond of peace. This is the courtesy where our words and actions are 

seasoned with salt. (Ephesians 4:3, 4:29; Colossians 4:2) Such speech is spoken 

with grace. Thus we know how to courteously answer every man and give a reason 

of the hope that is in us. Here we stand on higher ground and few there be that find 

it. 

 To be courteous, we must indeed be of one mind. The truth of the matter is 

that we must then be of the “same” mind. How shall two walk together if they do 

not agree! Courteousness is something which we must be exercised in, by the grace 

and love of God. It is really the manifestation of the “unity” of the Spirit, the unity 

which is in the church where we have one Spirit, one Lord, one God above all, 

through all and in all. The many members in one body of Christ which is the 

fullness of Him which fills all in all! Hence, courtesy is a spiritual art, which really 

cannot be learned by rote and training, but which must ooze and bubble from the 

heart; it dwells in hearts set on fire with the love of God. 

 Another ingredient of true courtesy is that we have our hearts full of 

sympathy for each other. There must be a great deal of Christ’s High-priestly love 

in our hearts for each other. He is touched with the feeling of our infirmities. He 

makes our needs His care; He makes our sorrows His own. What a tender love! 

Courtesy only thrives in the sunshine of such sympathy for each other. Then in true 

courtesy we laughed with those who laugh in the church, rejoice with those who 

rejoice, and weep with the sorrowing. And we meet each other at the throne of 

grace and mercy in the hour of need and otherwise! 

 The gift of music is the prerequisite of all practicing to play the organ and 

harpsichord, the flute and the trumpet. Thus it is also with “courtesy”, to wit, 

Christian courtesy. We believe that the Holy Spirit is given to our children as well 

as to us from the cradle to the grave. However, we must learn to love the brother, 

be pitiful, be courteous. And we must have learned this very early in life, in the 

family circle to our father and mother and toward our brothers and sister and 

friends. I do not think this means that the military code must be practiced in the 

home, a certain regimented exactness. Here so easily the child is vexed to anger by 

such parents, and the parents became very severe of the rules are broken. But the 

music of love must be played and practiced. It must be deep reverence for God that 

motivates us continually more and more. This is also true in the sphere of the 

school and church. There must be love for God. Then shall the young people show 

respect for their teachers and all who are in authority over them. That is humility, 

and then we all will mind the same thing.  

 The greatest sin among children is not sex sins! In this children are rather 

innocent. The sins of little children are anger, impatience, jealousy, refractory 

disobedience. And often they are at odds with other children and they have their 

quarrels and fights. When we are teenagers we vie with each other in word and 



deed. The higher, the spiritual sins are on the foreground very much. There are ten 

commandments in the royal law of liberty, wherein we must behold our natural 

face as in a mirror and not become forgetful hearers. Satan would have us lose our 

total perspective of life and have us focus, in a legalistic way, on one sin, the sins 

of fornication and adultery. Let us not be deceived. We must put off entirely the 

old man of sin and put on the new man in Christ.  

 Courtesy in Christ, true affectionate kindness, must be shown to each other 

in the church. And if we thus treat each other in the home, church and the school, 

we shall also be such people in the midst of the world. A Christian is known by his 

courtesy also in the world. Yes, a man can be a Christian gentleman. He need not 

be boorishly rude to be a Christian gentleman. He need not be boorishly rude to be 

a Christian with strong doctrinal convictions! He is told to speak the truth in love. 

That is for the edification of the body of Christ. Yes, there is room for adjectives 

such as: Courteous, polite, mannerly, well-behaved, well-bred. These can be 

hypocritical fruits on Satan’s tree of the lie, but they can also be filled with the life 

of God, the pity for the weak in which a glass of water is given in the name of 

Christ.  

 Peter places the term “courteous” in the framework of Christian compassion 

and love of the saints. Let us learn from this, young people. Take it to heart! Show 

courtesy to your companions! Walk with good grace among your peers! Be one of 

the young people with good humor and a Christian cheery good morning. Some 

young people and even some adults in the church have never learned how to 

answer the phone with a cheery good morning. Young people should not greet with 

the meaningless “he”, half grunted and not even articulated.  

  A little of the pink of courtesy must show through in our entire conversation 

before God and man. This is the road of self-denial and earnest prayer which 

believes that God is and that He is the rewarder of those who diligently seek His 

face. 

 Walk this road with patience in Christian courtesy and love for the brother.  

 This Christian courtesy will be perfected in heaven!  
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